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ADVERTISEMENT. 



It may not hitherto have been generaliy known in England, 
that ill the yeitr 1812, the Uev. Adoniram Judson engaged 
in a Missiou to the Burmaii Empire, under the direction of 
the American Board of Baptist Missions ; and settled at 
Itangoon, on the eastern coast of the Bay of Bengal. After 
encountering many difficulties and privations, during the 
first, six years of his residence in that country, he acquired a 
thorough knowledge of the language ; translated a consider- 
able part of die New Testament ; and composed Tracts, 
which were circulated among the natives of Burmah. Much 
inquiry on the subject of religion was thus excited, and several 
genuine converts were formed into a Christian Society, cod- 
dttcting themselves in every respect consistently with their 
Quistiin profession. 

HAtf. Judson's health having aufFered greatly fix>m the 
effects of the climate, her removal to a colder latitude 
became uecessary, which occasioned tier to visit England on 
herwayto America, in the summer of 1622, Tlie particulars 
she communicated concerning the inhabitants of the Bunnan 
Empiiv, and the rise and progress of the Burman Mission, 
n:ere in this country new and hlg^y interesting. She was, 
therefore, earnestly requested to write a detail«i account of 
the Mission, which might be printed for general information. 
In compliance with tliis request, on her voyage to America, 
^le' commenced, and during her residence there completed, 
&e first fourteen Letters which are contained in tlie preseul 
volume. Tlie remainder were written after her return to 
Bunnah. 

It appears that female education forms no part of the 
ButTDan system : on the contrary, national prejudice is 
strongly opposed to the priuciple. Slavery is carried on, 
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I'Pmay not hitherto )ia\'e beea geuerallv known in Engliiiid, 
that in the year 1812, the Kev. Adonirum Judson engaged 
in B Mission to the Burmun Empire, under the direction oi 
the Anjencan Board of Baptist Missions ; and settled at 
' , the eastern coast of the Bay of Bengal, After 

iriag many difficulties and privations, during the 
iais of his reaidence in that country, he acquired a 
_^ knowledge of the language ; translated a conaidei- 
9p.i]Krt of the New Testament ; and composed Tracts, 
which were circulated among the natives of Burmah. Much 
inqmi^on the subject of religion vias thus escited, and Fteveral 

con^-erts were formed into a Christian Societ)', con- 

diemselves in eveiy respect consistently with their 
profession. 

'udson's health having suffered greatly from the 
of the climate, her removal to a colder latitude 
aecessaty, which occasioned her to visit England on 
her way to America, in the summer of 1 822. The parliculars 
she communicated coiiceraing tlie inhabitauts of tlie Burman 
Empire, and the rise and progress of the Burman Mission, 
Wfpre in this country new and highly interesting. She was, 
therefore, earnestly requested to wnte a detailed account of 
fte' litission, which might be printed for general information. 
In compliance with this request, on Iter voyage to America, 
^'ooounenced, and during her residence there completed, 
the fait fourteen Letters which are contained in the present ■ 
votiime. The remainder were written after her return to 
Bormsh. 

It appears that female education forms no part of the 
Burman system : on the contrary, national prejudice is 
strongly opposed to the principle. Slavery is carried on. 
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oral inforrnation which I had 90 fondly expected and ardentlj- 
desired. 'lliis circuin stance has been aii additional induce- 
ment to devote every moment of leisure, and respite ii'om 
pain, to the compilation of this work; and it is to me no 
small source of consolation, that, while endeavouring to 
obtain my health, in my secluded and retired situation, I 
have been able lo prepare and present to my ChristJan 
fHeods, a concise view of the faithfulness and mercy of God, 
as exhibited in the formation of a little church, in one of 
the lai^est heathen empires ia the world. 

While I consider the following letters as a substitute for 
verbal communications, I cannot refrain from bespeaking 
the candour of my friends in perusing them. 

Much additional interesting matter \voi[ld have been 
communicated, more attention to s^'Ie and elegance of 
expression would Imve been given, and more particularity in 
selection and arrangement w'ould have appeared, had my 
health allowed. This must be my apology tor omissions and 
errora of cverj- kind. But, poor as is the garb in which 
these letters are attired, a full conviction that the providential 
circumstances therein detailed, will have a tendaicy lo excite 
grateful emotions in tlie hearts of many of God's dea» 
children, induces me to make an Immediate and joyful offecl 
of this little work. ' 1 

I gladly embrace the present opportunity to express my ' 
thanks, and sense of obligation, for the continued and in- 
numerable proofs of Christian affection, which have been 
manitested by the Board of Managers of the General Con- 
vention ; by the female societies ; and by many individuals, 
in their endeavoi.irB to add to my comfort and aid me in 
my designs, since my arrival in this country. 

That the blessings of thousands, ready to perish, may 
descend upon all interested in the missionary cause ; and 
that every individual who shall peiuse these letters may raise 
his lieart to God, in prayer for the convei*sion of the heathen, 
is the sincere and constant desire of A. U. J. 

WAsaiN<3rroH City, Mnnh, 1823. 
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LETTER I. 

Slip Amity, Aii^iat. 1S22. 

MY DKAR Sm, 

ArTKB sach continued proofs of your affectionate re- 
gBTd, and kind concern in my welfare, it would, indeeil, 
be tbe beigbt o( ingratitude, ehould I longer delay to 
comply with the request, so often made, to write yoti 
a particnlar And connected account of the origin, pro- 
greee, and success, of the American Itaptist Mission lu 
tbe Burman Empire. 

My present state of conraleseence, together with 
freedom from interruptions during my passage m 
America, I am bappy to say, allow the gratification of 
my feelings in complying with your wishes^ and, 
ttdugb on employment of tbia nature will have a ten- 
deacy to refresh my mind with scenes of trial, the 
very recital of wbich is appalling to human nature, it 
will, at tbe same time, recal to my recollection the 
nercies of our heavenly Father, whose unseen 
B supported, sustained, and delivered, when no 
tl arm could succour, and whose loving-kindness 
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hoa been richly experienced in the very storms of ad- 
versity. To the honour of Divine grace would 1 re- 
corj, that we have never encountered trials grea,ter 
than we have been enabled to bear, and a way for 
escape from imminent djinger and peril has always 
been provided. 

Previously to a personal relation, a alight sketch of 
the Burman Empire, ita geographical situation, go- 
vernment, and Bomc of the principal traits in the cha- 
racter of its inhabitants, may not be uninteresting. 

This empire comprises the former kingdoms of 
Arracan, Ava, and Pegue, whose sovereigns were dis- 
placed by the celebrated Alompra, the founder of the 
Iireeent dynasty, or by his successors. Tliis, and some 
adjacent countries, have sometimes been termed Indo- 
Chinese nations, as situated between India Proper and 
China. The empire of Burmah, in its present state, 
is about 1200 miles in length, and 8 or 900 in the 
broadest part. It extends from the 9tta to the 2Seh, 
degree North latitude, and from the Slst to the lOSth 
East longitude ; and contains a population estimated 
at about nineteen millions. The northern part of the 
country is barren and mountainous j but the plains 
and valleys, situated more southerly, are very fertile. 
The climate is considered salubrious, and the natives 
are remarkably healthy and vigorous. The govern- 
naent is strictly monarchical. The emperor is an ai>- 
solute sovereign, and is regarded as the sole lord and. 
proprietor of life and property in his dominions ; and, 
without the concurrence of any, his word is irresistibly 
law. Four private ministers of atata, (called Atweu- 
woon) and four [)ubUc ministers of state, (Woongyee) 
arc the organs of administration. The latter compose 
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the supreme court of the empire, (T lowtdau) in the 
dame of which all imperial edicts are iasuecl. 

The Burman empire is divided into districts, each of 
lAich is governed by a viceroy, (Myoowoon) and a 
court, (Yongdau). The district courts are composed 
of a president, (Yawooil) — chief magistrate, (Sit-kai) 
—collectors of the port, (Akoukwoon) — auditors, 
(Narkaodau) — and secrelaries, (Sm-agjee). 

The members of the district couris, and the wives, 
felations, and favourites of viceroys, have also the 
piuilege of holding private courts, and of deciding 
petty causes subject to appeal to higher aulhority. 

The Bunnans are Boodhists or a nation of atheists: 
They believe that existence involves in itself the pria- 
eiplea of misery and destruction : consequently, there 
it no eterntd God. The whole universe, say they, is 
enly destruction aiid re-production. It therefore be- 
tomea a wise man to mise his desires iibove all thin^ 
that exist, and aspire to Nigban, the utate in which 
there is no existence. Rewards and punishments fol- 
low meritorious and sinful acta, agreeably to the 
nature of things, Gaudama, their last Boodh, or 
drity, in conse<juence of meritorious acta, arrived at 
that state of perfection, which made him deserving of 
annihilation, — the supreme good. His instructions are 
stIU in force, and will continue till the appearance of 
tte Dext deity, who is supposed now to exist some- 
lA«« ih embryo, and who, when he appears, as the ' 
Bl&at perfect of all beings, will introduce a new dia- 
petasatioD. The Boodhist system of morality is pure, 
dumgh it ia destitute of poteer to produce purity of 
Bfe ia those who prufess it. 
jXlie BurmaDs are a lively, industrious, and energetic 
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iT-may oot hitherto have been genemlly known iit Englaiit), 
Uiat in the year 18 12, tlie Kev. Aduniram Judson engaged 
in a Mission to the Burman Empire, under the direction of 
the American Buard of Baptist Missions ; and settled at 
Rangoon, on the eaatem coast of the Bay of Bengal. After 
encountering many dilliculties and privations, during the 
firet six years of his residence in that country, hu acquired a 
thorough knowledge of the language ; translated a consider- 
able part of the New Testament ; and composed Tracts, 
wbii^ were circulated among the natives of Burmah. Much 
inquity on the subject of religion was thus excited, and several 
genuine com"erts were formed into a Christian Society, con- 
ducting themselves in every respect consistently with dieir 
Christuui profession. 

Mrs. Jitdson's health having suffered greatly from the 
effebta of the climate, her removal to a colder latitude 
became necessary, which occasioned her to visit Euglaud on 
herwayto America, in the summer of 1822, Tlie parliculars 
she communicated concerning tlie inhabitants of tlie Burman 
Empuc, and the rise and progress of the Burman Mission, 
were in this country new and highly interesting. She was, 
therefore, earnestly requested to write a detailed account of 
the fission, which might be printed for general infoi-matiou. 
In compliance with this request, on her voyage to America, 
abe'oODunenced, and during her residence there completed, 
the first fourteen Ijetters which are contained in the present ^ 
volume. The remainder were written after her return to 
Burmah. 

It H^tpears that female education forms no part of the 
Burman system : on the contrary, national prejudice is 
strongly opposed to the principle. Slavery is canied on. 
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iTmaf not hitherto liave been generally known in England, 
that it) the year 1812, the Itev. Adoniram Judson engaged 
in B Mbsiou to the Burnian Empire, under the direclioii of 
the American Board of Ba}^tist Missions : and settled at 
Rimgoon, on the eastern coast of the Bay of Bengal. After 
encouutering many difficulties and privations, during the 
first six years of his residence in that country, he acquired a 
thonHigh knowledge of the language ; translated a consider- 
able part of the. New Testament ; and coniposed Tracts, 
wbichweiccirculatedamongthe natives of Burniah. Much 
inqairyon tite subject of religion was thus excited, and several 
genuine converts were formed into a Christian Society, con- 
ducting themseKes in every respect consistently with tbeif 
Christian profession. 

Mi9. Jndson's health having suffered greatly &om the 
e^cts of the climate, her removal to a colder latitude 
baeame necessary, which occasioned her to visit England on 
herwayto America, in tlie summer of 1822, The particulars 
she coimnuiiicated concerning the inhabitants of tlie Burman 
Empiit;, and the rise and progress of the Burman Mission, 
W^fe in this country new and tughly interesting. She was, 
ylaeietore, earnestly requested to wnte a detailed account of 
die' Mission, which might be printed for general information. 
In compliance with this request, on lier voyage to America, 
she'oommenced, and during her residence there completed, 
the "first fourteen Letters which are contained in the present - 
rolmne. The leniaiuder were written after her return to 
Burmah. 

It a])pears that female education forms no part of tlie 
Burman system : on the contrary, uBtJonal prejudice is 
strongly opix)sed to tlie principle. Slaveij is earned on, 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 



similar, in many resi>ecta, to tliat which prevailed under the 
Mosaic dispeusadon. When the fadier of a family in over- 
whelmed with debt, he has recourse to the sale of his wife 
and children ; and if the sum he receives for them be not 
sufficient, he offers himself iu ocder to balance the accounf, 
Not uiifrequeiitly, under the despotic govermneut of di9 
Empire, a lax is levied on an individual far beyond his abili^i 
to pay, and he is put to the torture uutil he has entered inf ' 
an engiigemeot to produce the sum required : the 
his wile and children takes place for this purpose. HencO\ 
tliere are multitudes of slaves in the Burinan Empire. Bat 
those slaves whose situttdon is peculiarly calculated to excit« 
compassion, are children whose parents die involved in delit> 
The creditor immediately lays claim to tlie helpless orpham, 
and eitlier retains them for his debt, whatever may be ila 
amount, or sells them for an equivalent sum. To redeem 
B few female orphan slaves of diis description, is an object 
which Mrs, Judson pr<q)oses to herself, in order lo com- 
mence with them a system of instruction; hoping that, 
should her labours succeed, their conduct in after life maj 
convince the Bunuans of the utihty of female education. 

The profits from this publication, if any should arise, 
wilt be appropriated to die redemption frxmi slavery and 
to the education, of female children in Burmah, under the 
immediate superin tendance of Mi's. Judsou. 



*#* SubacriptioMs, for tiiis object, will also be received 
by Messrs. Butterworth and Son, Fleet Street^ 
Ixtudon. 



t PKEFACE ■ 

'/ ' TO THE FIEST EDITION. 

A coNNF.CTED acconnt of ihe origin, progress, and suc- 
cess, of the American Baptist Alissioii to the Burman 
Empire, was first suggested lij friends iu Bengal, who were 
desirous of a better acquaintance witli particular circum- 
ttauces, than could be obtained from any publication extant. 

On embarking for Europe, 1 indulged the hope of being 
able to commence a work of this kind, during the passage ; 
bat mj ill state of health, together with the scanty materials 
then in my jtosaession, iuduced me to defer it until a more 
fimHirable period. 

In England and Scotland, I found a high degree of in- 
tereat, reladve to the Barman Mission ; excited, principally, 
by a few articles of intelligence which had found their way 
fnuD these sborea across the Atlantic, and which continuaUy 
prompted the inquify, " How shall «e obtain all the in-- 
fonnalion wliich has been transmitted to your American 
Board? " Frequently was the request reiterated, to make 
a coinpilndon of documents, in such a form as to give a 
histDiy of events, from the commencement of the mission 
to the present time. 

From no one was this request more forcibly and cori- 
etantly made, than from that esteemed fnend to whom these 
kttras are addressed ; who, from my first arrival in England, 
uatil my departure for my native shores, manifested the 
^ectionate concern of a father, and spared no exertions to 
mcrease my comfort, improve my health, and enhance my 
usefiilness. He entered warmly into our missionary views, 
and endeavoured to cherish the flame, already kindl^, in his 
circle ; and his last request, received at the very moment of 
my embarkation at Liverpool, had no inconsiderable iiduence 
in prevaihng on me to commence the present compilation. 

Since my arrival in this counliy, my health has so far de- 
clined as to prevent my imparting to my beloved friends that 
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oral information which I had ao fondly expected and ardently 1 
desired. 1'his circumstance has been an additional induce- 
ment to devote everj- moment of leisure, and respite from i 
pain, to the compilation of this ^urk ; and it is to me no 
email source of consolation, that, wliile endeavouring to 
obtain nij health, in my secluded and retired situation, I 
liave been able to prepare and present to my Christiai] 
friends, a concise view of the faithfulness and mercy of God, 
as exhibited in the formation of a htde church, in one of 
the largest heathen empires in the world. 

While I consider the following letters as a substitute for 
verbal communications, I cannot refrain from bespeaking 
tiie candour of my friends in perusing thejn. 

Much additional inleresdng matter would have been 
communicated, more attention to style and elegance of 
expression would have been given, and more particularity in 
selection and arrangement would have ap|>eared, had my 
health allowed. Tliis must be my apology for omissions and ' 
errors of everj' kind. But, poor as is the garb in which 
ttiese letters are altired, a fiill couviction that the providential 
circumstances therein detailed, will have a tend^cy to excite J 
grateful emotions in tlie hearts of many of God's deag j 
children, induces me to make an immediate and joyful ofier i 
of diis little work. , 

I gladly embrace the present opportunity to express my 
thanks, and sense of obUgation, tor the continued and in- 
numerable proofs of Christian affection, which htive been 
manifested by the Board of Managers of the General Con- 
vention ; by the female societies ; and by many individuate, 
in their endeavoiirs to add to my comfort and aid me in 
my designs, since my arrival in this country. 

That the blessings of thousands, ready to perish, may 
descend upon all interested in the missionary cause ; and 
thateverv individual who shall peiuse these letters may raise 
his lieart to God, in prayer for llie conversion of the heathen, 
is the sincere and constant desire of A. H. J. 

Wasbisoton CiTVj March, 1823. 



TO THE BORMAN EMPIRE. 

(he aupreme court of the empire, (Tlowtdau) in the 
name of which till imperini edicts are issued. 

The Burman empire ia divided into districts, each of 
which is governed by a viceroy, (Myoowoon) and a 
court, (Tongdau), The district courts are composed 
of a president, (YawooA) — chief magistrate, (Sit'kai) 
•-coUeclors of the port, (Akoukwooo) — auditors, 
(Narkandau) — and secretaries, (Saragyee). 

The members of the ilistrict courts, and the wives, 
relations, aud favourites of viceroys, hiive also the 
privileg'e of holding private courts, and of deciding 
petty causes subject to appeal to higher authority. 

The Burnians are Booithists or a nation of atheistSi 
They believe that existence involves in itself tlie prin- 
ciples of misery and destruction; consequently, there 
is no eternal God. The whole uiiiversc, say they, is 
only destniction and re-production. It therefore be- 
comes a wise maa to raise his desires above all things 
that exist, and aspire to Nigban, the state in which 
there is no existence. Rewards and punishments fol- 
low meritorious and sinful acts, agreeably to the 
nature of thinga. Gaudama, their last Boodh, or 
ddly, in consequence of meritorious acts, arrived at 
that state of perfection, which made him deserving of 
annihilation, — the supreme good. His instructions are 
still in force, and will continue till the appearance of 
Ibe next deity, who is supposed now to exist some- 
where in embryo, and who, when he appears, as the ' 
mftst perfect of all beings, will introduce a new dis- 
pensation. The BooJhist system of morality is pure, 
ihoiigh it is destitute of pomer to produce purity of 
Ufeia those who profess it. 

The Burmans are a lively, industrious, and energetic 
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iT-may not hitherto have been generally known in Englaud, 
dl^ui the year 18L2, titc Kev. Aiioniram Judson engaged 
in ■ Mbsiun to the Bunnan Empire, under the direction of 
the American Board of Baptist Missions ; and settled at 
RADgooQ, on the eastern coast of the Bay of Bengal. After 
GOCouutering many difRculties and privabonii, duiiug the 
&8t eix years of liis residence in that country, he acquired a 
tfaorough knowledge of the language ; translated a consider- 
able part of the New Testament ; and composed Tracts, 
which were circulated among the natives of Burmali. Much 
mquiry on the subject of religion was thus excited, and several 
genuine converts were formed into a Christian Society, con- 
ductitf themselves in eveiy respect consistently with tfaetr 
Chfistian profession. 

Mr?, diidson's health having suffered greatly from the 
effects of the climate, her removal to a colder latitude 
become uecessary, which occasioned her to viijt England on 
herwayto America, in the summer of 1B22, The particulars 
she conununicated cunceming the inhabitants of the Bunnan 
Empire, and tlie rise and progress of the Burmau Mission, 
were in diis country new and highly interesting. She was, 
therefore, earnestly requested to write a detaUed account of 
the Mission, which might be printed fur general information. 
In comphance with this request, on her voyage to America, 
ahe'cammenced, and during her residence there completed, 
the first fourteen Letters which are contained in the present ? 
volume. The remainder were written after her return to 
Buitofih. 

It appears that female education forms no part of the 
Bunnan system : on the contrary, nadonal prejudice is 
strongly opposed to the principle. Slaveiy is carried on, 
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Himilar, in many respecta, to that which prevailed under the 
)Jos3ic dispensation. When the father of a family is over- 
whelmed with debt, he has recourse to the sale of his wife 
and children ; and if the sum he receives for them be not 
sufficient, be offers himself ia order to balance the accouiiL 
Not imfr^quenlly, under the despotic government of the 
Empire, a tax is levied on tm individual iar beyond his ability 
to pay, and he is put to the torture until he has entered into 
an engagement to produce the sum required : tlie sale of 
his wife ami children takes place for this purpose. Hence 
them are multitudes of slaves in the i3urman Empire. But 
those slaves whose situation is peculiarly calculated to excite 
Gonipafsiou, are children whose parents die involved in debti 
The creditor immediately laya claim to the helpless orpiiaus) 
and either retains them for his debt, whatever may be its 
amount, or sells them, for an equivalent sum. To redeem 
a few female orphan slaves of this description, is an ol^ect 
which Mrs. Judsun proposes to herself, in order to com- 
mence with them a system of instruction; hoping that, 
should her labours succeed, their conduct in after life maj 
convince the Bumians of the utility of female education. 

The profits itom this publication, if any should arise, 
will be appropriated to the redemption from slavery and 
to the education, of female children in Burmah, under the 
immediate superin tendance of Mrs. Judson. 

*^* Subscriptions, for diis object, will also be recened 

by Messrs. Buttkrwortu and Son, Fleet Street, 
I^indon. 



PREFACE 

TO THE FIRST EDITION. 

A CONNECTED sccouiit of ihe origin, progress, and §nc- 
ceas, of the American Baptist Mission to the BurmBn 
Empire, was first suggested by friends m Bengal, who were 
desirous of a belter acquaintance with particutar circum- 
stances^ tliaji could be obtained from any publication extant. 

On embarking for Europe, I indulged the hope of being 
able to commence a work of this kind, during the passage ; 
but my ill state of health, together with the scanty materials 
then in my jjosscssion, induced me to defer it until a more 
faroufable period. 

In England and ScoUand, I found a high degree of in- 
terest, relative to die Burman Mission ; excited, principally, 
by a few articles tA' intelligence which had found their way 
from these shores across the Atlantic, and which continually 
prompted the inquiiy, " How shall we obtain all the in- 
fonnation which has been transmitted lu your American 
Board ? " Frequently was the request reiterated, to make 
a compilation of documents, in such a form as to give a 
history of events, Irom the commencement of the Hussion 
to the present time. 

From no one was this request more forcibly and con- 
stantly made, than from that esteemed friend to whom these 
letters are addressed ; who, from my iirst arrival in England, 
until my departure for my native shores, manifested the 
aflectionate concern of a ladier, and spared no exertions to 
increase my comfort, improve my health, and enhance my 
usefulness. He entered warmly into our missionary views, 
and endeavoured to cherish the Aamc, already kindled, in his 
circle ; and his last request, received at the very moment of 
my embarkation at Liverpool, had no inconsiderable influence 
in prevailing on me to commence the present compilation. 

Since my arrival in tliis country, my health has so far de- 
clined as to prevent my imparting to my beloved friends that 



oral information which I had so fondly expected and ardentlj^ 
desired, 'lliis circumstance iias been an additional induce- 
ment to devote every moment of leisure, and respite from 
pain, to the compilation of this work ; and it is to me no 
small source of consolation, that, while endeavouring to 
obtain my health, in my secluded and retired situadon, I 
have been able to prepare and present to my ChriaUan 
friends, a c(mcbe view of the faithfiilness and mercy of God, 
aa exhibited in the formation of a little church, in one of 
the largest heathen empires in the world. 

While I consider the following letters as a substitute for 
verbal communications, I cannot refrain from bespeaking 
the candour of my friends in perusing them. 

Much additional interesting matter would ha\-e been 
communicated, more attention to style and elegance of 
expression would liave been given, and more particularity in 
selection and arrangement would have appeared, had my 
health allowed. This must be my apology for omissions and 
eiTors of every kind. But, poor as is the garb in which 
these letters are attired, a full conviction that the providential 
circumstances therein detailed, will have a tendency to excite 
grateful emotions in the hearts of many of God's dear 
childi'en, induces me to make an immediate and joyful offer 
of this little work. 

I gladly embrace the present opportuni^ to express my 
thanks, and sense of obligation, for the continued and in- 
numerabte proofs of Christian affection, which have been 
manifested by the Board of Managers of the General Con- 
vention ; by the female societies; and by many individuals, 
in their endeavours to add to my comfort and aid me in 
my designs, since my arrival in this countiy. 

Tliat the blessings of thousands, ready to perish, may 
descend upon all interested in the missionary cause ; and 
that every individual who shall pei use these letters may raise 
his iieart toGod, in prayer for ilie conversion of the heathen, 
is the sincere and constant desire of A. U. J. 

WisniKCTDH City, Marci, 1823. 
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Ship Amitf, Aii^at, 1923. 



A.FTBB such continued proofs of your affectionate re- 
gard, and kind concern in my welfare, it would, indeed, 
be the height of ingratitude, should 1 louger delay to 
C veith the request, bo often made, to write you 
icularand connected account of the origin, pro- 
i success, of the American Baptist Mission to 
lan Empire. 

ssent stale nf convalescencej together with 

I ft'on interruptions during my passage lii 

■a happy to say, allow the gratification of 

tetings in complying with your wishes; and, 

n employment of this nature will have a ten- 

' m refresh my mind with scenes of trial, the 

' very recital of which is appalling to human nature, it 

wiUj at the same time, recal to my recollection the 

tend er mercies of our heavenly Father, whose unseen 

a sapported, sustained, and delivered, when no 

a could succour, and whose loving-kindness 
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has been richly experienced in the very atorma or ad- 
versity. To the honour of Divine grace would I re- 
cord, that we have never encountered trials greater 
than we have been enabled to bear, and a way foe 
escape from imminent danger and peril has always 
been provided. 

Previously to a personal relation, a slight sketch of i 
the Burmnn Empire, its geographical situation, go-^ 
vernmeat, and some of the principal traits in the cha- 
racter of its inhabitants, may not be uninteresting. 

This empire comprises the former kingdoms of 
Arracan, Ava, and Pegue, whose sovereigns were dis- 
placed by the celebrated Alompra, the founder of the 
present dynasty, or by his successors. This, and some 
adjacent countries, have sometimes been termed Indo- 
Chinese nations, as situated between India Proper and 
China. The empire of Burmah, in its present state, 
is about 1200 miles in length, and 8 or 9U0 in the 
broadest part. It extends from the 9th to the 28tt^ 
degree North latitude, and from tbe 9lBt to the lOStt^ 
East longitude ; and contains a population estimatQi^ 
at about pineteen millions. The northern part of thq 
country is barren and mountainous j but the plains 
and valleys, situated more southerly, are very fertile. 
The climate is coDsidered salubrious, and the natives 
are remarkably healthy and vigorous. The goveron 
ment is strictly monarchical. The emperor is an abrt 
solute sovereign, and is regarded as the sole lord aiu^ 
proprietor of life and property in his dominions ; antJa 
without the concurrence of any, hie word is irresistibly 
law. Four private ministers of slata, (called Atweun t 
woon) and four public ministers of state, (Woongyee) 
are the organs of administration. The latter compose 
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the supreme court of the empire, (Tlowldau) in the 
BADoe of which all imperiiil edicts are issueil. 

The Barman empire ia divided into diatricts, eaeh of 
which is governed by a viceroy, (Myoowoon) and a 
court, (Yongdttu). The district coiirls are composed 
of a president, (VawooA) — chief magialrute, (Sit-kai) 
— ^Mlleclors of the port, (Alioukwoon) — auditors, 
(Nark andau)— and secretaries, (Sai-agyee). 

The members of the district courts, and the wives, 
relations, and favourites of viceroys, have also the 
privilege of holding private courts, and of deciding 
petty causes subject to appaal to liigher authority. 

The Bunnans are Boodhists or a nation of atheists. 
■Riey believe that existence involves in itself the prin- 
ciples of misery and destruction ; consequently, there 
is no eternal God. The whole universe, say they, is 
ealy destruction aiid re-production. It Ihereforc be- 
eomea a wise man to raise his desires above all tbin^ 
that exist, and aspire to Nigban, the stale in which 
there is no esietence. Rewards and punishmentG fol- 
low meritorious and sinful acts, agreeably to the 
nature of things. Gaudama, their last Boodb, or 
ddty, in consequence of meritorious acts, arrived at 
that state of perfection, which made him deserving of 
atinihilation, — the supreme good. His instructions are 
BtiQ in force, and will continue till the appearance of 
t^ next deily, who ia supposed now to exist some- 
where in embryo, and who, when he appears, as the ' 
most perfect of all beings, will introduce a new dis- 
pensation. The Boodhist system of morality is pure, 
though it is destitute of power to produce purity of 
life in those who profess it. 

The Burmans ore a lively, industrious, and energetic 
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race of people^ and farther advanced in civilizatioii 
than most of the Eastern nations. They are frank and 
candid> and destitute of that pusillanimity which cha- 
racterizes the Hindoos ; and of that revengeful ma- 
lignity which is a leading trait in the Malay character. 
Some of their men are powerful logicians^ and take 
delight in investigating new subjects. Their books 
are numerous ; some of them written in the most 
flowing, beautiful style : and much ingenuity is mahi- 
fested in the construction of their stories. 

All the boys in the empire are taught by the prie8t§^ 
who are dependent for their support on the contribu- 
tions of the people ; but no attention is given io female 
X: education, excepting in a few instances in the higher 
classes of society. 

From the above obsen'ations, my dear Sir, you may 
form some idea of the Burmans ; but, on the sangui- 
nary nature of their government, prudential reasons 
urge my silence. 

Still hoping for an interest in your prayers, 

I remain, my dear Sir, 
Very aflFectionately and respectfully, 

A. xl; J. 



LETTER n. 

Ship Amity, Aifgast, 1822. 

MY DBAB SIR, 

I NOW commence a relation of those views and feel- 
ipgs, which first induced Mr. Judson to engage in 
missions. 
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Soon after he faail graduated, nt one of o 
luii vers! lies, lie eommenceil making ihe tour of the 
United States. Some providential circumstances, while 
oa bis journey, led him to doubt the truth of those 
deistical sentiments which he had recently ndopted. His 
mind became so deeply impressed with the probability 
of the Dtviue authenticity of the Scriptures, that he 
could no longer continue his journey j but returned to 
his father's house, for the express purpose of examin- 
ing thoroughly the foundation of the Christian re- 
ligion. After continnini; bis investigations for some 
tiaie> he became convinced that the Scriptures were of 
Divine origin, and that he himself was in a lost situa- 
tion by nature, and needed renovation previous to an 
ndmittance into heaven. It now became his sole en- 
quiry, " What shall I do to be saved >" 

A theological seminary at Andover, Massachusetts, 
was about this time established ; but the rules of the 
institution required evidence of evangelical piety in all 
who were admitted. Mr. Judson was desirous of en- 
tering this collci^e, for the purpose of being benefitted 
by the theological lectures ; but hardly ventured to 
make application, conscious that he was destitute of 
the proper qualifications. His ardent desire, however, 
of becoming acquainted with the religious students, 
and of being in it aitualiun to gain religious instruc- 
tion, overcame every obstacle, anil he applied for ad- 
mittance i at the same time assuring the professors of 
his having no hope that he had been a subject of re- 
generating grace. He was, notwithstanding, ad- 
mitted ; and, in the course of a few weeks, gained 
«atisfiictory evidence of having obtained an interest in 
Christ, and turned his attention to those studies which 
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wrere most calculated to make him useful in the 

Some time ia the last year of his residence in thilB 
theological seminary^ he met with Dr. Buchanan's 
- O f' Star in the East." This first Led his thoughts to an 
Eastern mission. The subject harassed his mind from 
day to day» and he felt deeply impressed with the im* 
portance of making some attempt to rescue the pe- 
nihing millions of the East. He communicated these 
impressions to the professors and students, but they 
all discouraged him. He then wrote to the Directors 
of the London Missionary Society, explained his views, 
and requested information on the subject of missions. 
He received a most encouraging reply, and an invita** 
tion to visit England, to obtain in person the necessary 
information. 

Soon after this, Messrs. Nott, Newell and Hall 
joined him, all of them resolving to leave their native 
land, and engage in the arduous work of missionaries, 
as soon as Providence should open a way. At a meetr 
Ing of the Massachusetts Association, Mr. Judson and 
his associates presented a paper, which first made 
known to the public their missionary designs. This, 
tc^ther with further representations and conversa- 
tions,' originated the '^ American Board of Commis^ 
* aioners for Foreign Missions." 

Shortly after the formation of this Boardj»Mr. Jud- 
' son was authorised by its members to go on a mission 
<jf inquiry to England, and to ascertain what degree oi 
assistance could be obtained, in case our own funds 
should be inadequate to the undertaking. On his 
Toyage thither, the siip was taken by a French pri- 
vateer i and, as if to try the parity of his missionary 
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seal, Mr. Judmn ivm put on board, and, after being 
detained na a prisoner for several weeks, waa snfely 
conreyed to the dungenti of a French prison in 
Bayonne. Through the assistance, buwevef, of aii 
American gentleman, who saw Mr. J. conveyed through 
the aireets, he procured his release, and, after a most 
difSeuIt struggle lo obtain official passports from 
Napoleon, (it was ill 1811.) he was allowed to pro- 
ceed through the country, and to pass the Channel to 
England. In that highly favoured land, he obtaioeil 
all the assistance, encouragement, and information be 
desired, and returned ogain to America, after an ab- 
■eoce of nearly a year, 

A few months after his return, the Board came to a 
resolution of sending the missionaries in the first ship 
ready to sail for the East. 

Mr, Uice, another student at Andover, whose mind 
hud long been impreascd with thi! melancholy situa- 
tion of the heathen, but who, hitherto, had been un- 
determined, now offered himself to the Board, and 
begged to be allowed the privilege of accompanying 
bis brethren. 

In the winter of 1813, Mr. and Mrs. Newell, Mr. 
Judson, and myself, embarked from Sulem, on board 
the Caravan ; at the same time the other three niia- 
sioMiries sailed from Philadelphin. 

We arrived in Calcutta, in May, after a pleasant 
passage of four months. But our heavenly Father 
saw our unfitness lo engage in his service, previously 
to oar entering a disciplinary school. In our native 
conntry we had never known trials, or adversity ; and 
though we had, I trust, endeavoured to count the cost, 
and expected a frequent cloudy sky in ottr missionary 
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atmosphere, it waa our prevailing hope, that 
would slill shine bright. 

And now, my dear Sir, I need make no apology for 
detailing circumstances relating to the government (tf 
the Honourable East India Company. You well know 
the prejudices which existed, relative to this subjectf 
before the renewal of the charter in 1813. We arriv^ 
in Calcutta during the administration of Lord Minto. 
A few days after our landing, we received orders to 
return immediately to America, in the same ship ii 
which we came ; and our captain was refused a port' 
clearance, unless he would enter into an engagement 
to take us back. This was an occurrence we did not 
expect, and was aimed at the foundation of our dearest 
hopes. Our friends in Calcutta informed us that there 
was no method of evading this order, unless we could 
obtain permission to go to some place not under tht 
Honourable Company's government. It was then our 
wish to go to the Burman empire ; but the existing 
difficulties between the English and Iturman govern' 
mentB, rendered the attempt presumptuous. We ac> 
cordingly made application for permiasiou lo go to tht 
Isle of France, which was readily granted. One vesati 
■only was on the point of sailing, and she could aceoni- 
modate but two passengers. The situation of rajf 
friend, Mrs. Newell, rendered it necessary that she 
should arrive at some home as early as possible. Mr. 
and Mrs. Newell, therefore, embraced the opportunity 
this ship presented. 

We were detained in Calcutta two months longef. 
The government noticing our continuance, supposed, 
probably, that we intended remaining in Bengal, and 
issued a most peremptory order for our being sent 
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immediately on board one of the Honourable Com- 
pany's vessels, bound to England. Mr. Rice bad, in 
the mean time, joined us. A petty officer accompanied 
Messrs. Kice and Judson to tljeir pLice of residence, 
and requested them not to leave it without permis- 
aion. We saw our names iiiiierled in the public 
papers, as passengers on board a certain etiip, and 
now there appeared very little hope of our escape, 
Mr. Rice and Mr. Judson, however, soon ascertiiined 
that a ship would sail for the Isle of Frtuice in two 
days. They applied for a pass from the chief magis- 
trate, but were refused.— They communiented to the 
captain of the ship their circumstances, and asked if 
he would venture to take them on board without a 
pass ? He replied that be would be neutral ; that 
there was bis ship, and that they might do as they 
(deosed. 

With the assistance of the gentlemnn in whose 
house we were residing, we obtained coolies (porters) 
tQ convey our baggage, and, at twelve o'clock at 
night, we embarked, though the gates of the dock- 
yards were closed, and the opening of them, at tliat 
time of the night, was quite contrary to the regula- 
tions of the Company. The next morning the ship 
sailed. She had proceeded down the river, for two 
days, when a government despatch arrived, forbidding 
the pilot to go farther, as passengers were on board 
who had been ordered to England. It was one o'clock 
in the morning when this prohibition was received, 
and as the vessel had, providentially, anchored near 
the only English dwelling within several miles, we 
immediately went on shore. 

The next morning, the captain, though very kind 
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and obliging) informed us, that his doty to his end'* 
plojrert and government, required that oar baggage 
fhouid be removed $ and that we could proceed no 
JEirther. We were successful in procuiing boats fof 
our conveyance, word was returned to the governor 
that no such persons were on board, and the ship was 
allowed to go on her way. 

We knew not what course to take, feeling assured 
that, should we return to Calcutta, we should be sent 
to England, and, if we continued at the place ii^ whiefa 
we then were, we should certainly be discovered. We 
therefore went down the river as far as Fultah, about 
fifty miles from Calcutta, where we procured lodgings. 
Here we partook, in some measure, of the feelings of 
those who are every moment expecting a discovery ; 
and, t|;iough we were conscious of having done our 
duty, in thus refusing to comply with the orders of 
government, we could not help feeling somewhat 
alarmed at the arrival of every boat at the Ghaut, 
and the appearance of every new face. We bad con- 
tinued in this situation four days, anxiously applying 
to every ship passing down the river, for admittance^ 
to whatever port bound. We had given up all hope 
of eseape, and thought we must return again to Cal- 
cutta; when a letter was handed to Mr. Judson, con- 
taining a pass to go on board the ship we had so lately 
left We knew not who procured it, but our hearts 
rejoiced, we thanked God, and took courage. The 
ship had been gone down the river four days, and 
was probably out at sea. It was then dark, and we 
were about seventy niiles from Saugar, the place where 
the ship lay, if not gone to sea. Btit there was no 
alternative. We went on board our boats, the boat- 
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men rowed hard all night and all the ne\t day, at the 
dose of which we had the inexpressible pleaeure of 
illseovering the ship safely anchured in Bsugar roadfi, 
having been detained much longer than was expected, 
from the circumstance that some of the Lascars bad 
not arrived. 

These providential occurrence!!, my dear Sir, liari 
such a tendency to strengthen our trust and contidence 
in God, that we now felt assured he had something for 
us to do, and that he would, in hie own lime and way, 
mark out our path before us. The precious moments 
wc eojcyed, in sweet communion with God, more, 
6^ more, than compensated for our unexpected triali. 

We seriously thought of making an effort to esta- 
blish a mission on the island of Madagascar, thinlting 
it was, perbi^is, the design of Providence in sending 
UB to the [sle of France, for that purpose. With these 
views we immediately commenced studjring the French 
language, continued it during our passage, and for 
tome time after our arrival. 

The intelligence of the death of our beloved friend, 
Mrs, Newell, was a shock we were not prepared to 
•Spect. On our voyage we had constantly anticipated 
the pleasure of again meeting our dear iriends and 
early associates, Mr. and Mrs. Newell. It hod scarcely 
entered our thoughts that either of them would he no 
noN. Bat we were, by this eolemu providence, taught 
a lessoii we had been backward in learning, that our 
dearest plans might be defeated by the coll of death ! 

After our feelings had, in some measure, subsided, 
tve made enquiries respecting Madagascar, but, linding 
- it impossible there to establish a mission, our atten- 
tion was again turned to the East. Governor Farquliar 
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hail received orders from the supreme governmeat in 
Bengal, to " have an eye on those Americon mis- 
sionaries." He, however, very kindly and politely 
informed ua that we were at liberty ^to go where we 
wished, so fer as he was concerned, and we accord- 
ingly embraced the first opportunity which presented 
itself for our return to India. 

While at the Isle of France it was thought advisable, 
both by Mr. Rice and Mr. Judson, that the former 
should return to America, and attempt establishing 
Foreign missionary societies among the Baptists. 

After tliree months' residence at the Isle of France, 
we embarked for Madras, at which place we arrived in 
June, 1813. Here, again, we were assured of the 
hostile disposition of the Honourable Company's go- 
vernment towards missionary exertions, as manifested 
in a late attempt to send to England our former mis- 
sionary asaociates, the Rev. Messrs. Nott and Hall, 
who had proceeded to Bombay.* 

Mr. Judson's first object, therefore, was to ascertain 
what ships were lying in the Madras roads, and he 
Ibund the only one which would sail, previously to in- 
formation being given to the Supreme government in 
Bengal of our return to India, was bound to Rangoon. 
A mission to the Burman empire, desirable as it was, 
we had been in the habit of viewing with a kind of 
horror, and, though dissuaded from the attempt by 
our friends at Madras, we now saw the hand of Pro- 
vidence pointing to that region, as the scene of our 
future labours. 



^" Our excellent friend. Mr. M., was, probably, llie 
Jn Ibe bands of God, of tbeir continoAace in Bombay. 
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As I shall frequently be obliged to have recourse 
to letters and documents, long since published* in 
America, allow me, in this place, to insert a few ex* 
tracts from a letter written at this time, as descriptive 
of pur state of feeling when about^to embark. 

'' My heart often sinks within me, when I think of 
living among a people whose tender mercies are crueL 
Butj when I reflect upon their miserable state, as desti- 
tute of the Gospel, and that it is easy for our heavenly 
Father to protect us in the midst of danger^ I fSeel 
willing to go, and live and die among them $ and it is 
our daily prayer that it may please God to enable us to 
continue in that savage country. Farewell to the pri- 
vileges and conveniences of civilized life I Farewell to 
refined Christian society ! We shall enjoy these com* 
forts no more $ but Burmah will be a good place to 
grow in grace, to live near to God, and be prepared to 
die. O, my dear parents and sisters, how little you 
know how to estimate your enjoyments, in your quiet 
homes, with all the comforts of life ! How little you 
know how to prize dear Christian society^ as you have 
Oliver been deprived of it ! How little you can realize 
the tQils and perplexities of traversing the ocean ; and 
how little yon can know of the solid comfort of trust- 
ing in Grod, when dangers stand threatening to devour ! 
But these privations, these dangers and toils, and 
these comforts, are oiurs, and we rejoice in them, and 
think it an inestimable privilege that our heavenly 
Father has given us, in allowing us to suffer for his 



cause." 



I remain, my dear Sir, 

Very affectionately and respectfully, 

A« H. J* 
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and cheerless, and unpromising did all things appear, 
that the evening of timt day, after my return to the 
ship, we have marked as the most gloomy and dia- 
treaaing that we ever passed. Such were our weak- 
nessea, that we felt we had no portion here below, 
and found consolation ordy in looking beyond oar 
pilgrimage, which we tried to flatter ourselves would 
be short, to that peacefiil region, where the wieked 
cease from troubling, and the weary are at rest. But 
if ever we commended ourselves, sincerely and with- 
out resen-e, to the disposal of our heavenly Father, it 
waa on this evening. And, after some recollectionB 
and prayer, we experienced something of the presence 
of Him who cleaveth closer than a brother ; some- 
thing of that peace which our Saviour bequeathed 
to his followers^a legacy, which we know, from 
this experience, endures when the fleeting plea- 
sures and unsubstantial riches of the world are passed 
away. The next day Mrs. Judson was carried into the 
. town, being unable to walk, and we found a home at 
the ruissiuD house erected by Mr. Chater. We soon 
began to tind that it was in our hearts to live and die 
with the Eurmans. We gradually became reconciled 
to the place, and from a conviction of the superior 
importance of this to any unoccupied station, and a 
hope that, notwithstanding the frightful accounts we 
had received, we should lind it practicable to remain, 
we were induced lo pitch our tent. We applied very 
soon to the study of the language, and in this we 
have been closely engaged to the present time, so far 
08 Mrs. Judson's health, and my numerous interrup- 
tions have permitted," 

We now, my dear Sir, felt ourseUes, in every sense 
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of the 'woni, DD heathen ground. Nat an individual 
of any description with whom we could unite in social 
prayer. We were gnrrouuded by despotiam, avarice> 
and cruelty; and the diirltness, tlie dreadful moral 
darkness, of heathen idolatry, wns evident, wherever 
we turned our eyes. Our tongues could not perform 
their office, for the language of the Burmnns was then 
la ua a perfect jargon, and no nniinatiiig prospect of 
speedUy overcoming this difficulty cheered the gloomy 
scene. Yet our heavenly Father suffered us not to 
despond. He compelled us to feel the full force of 
those precious promises, relative to the conversion of 
tbe heathen, which encouraged us to look forward 
with a degree of hope, which has since astonished 
onrseh-ea. We found the language extremely difficult, 
and we had no teacher who understood hoth the 
English and Burman languages. Our only mode of 
ascertaining the names of the objects which met our 
eje, was by pointing to them, in the presence of our 
teacher, who would immediately speak the names in 
Bnrmao ; we then expressed them as nearly as pos- 
sible by the Roman character, till we had sufficiently 
acquired the power of the Burman. 

As the state of the mission, from the period above- 
mentioned to the present time, has been transmitted 
to the American Board, a selection and compilation of 
fliose statements, will principally constitute my future 
narrative : — From a journal, commenced July, 1813, 
and continued until September, 1815, the following 
extracts are tidten. 

" We feel disappointed in not finding Mr. Carey in 
Rangoon, as he would be able to afford us some as- 
sistance in the acquisition of the language. He has 
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means by which we can communicate religions truths 
;l)is perishing people. 

' From our first embarking for India, we have had 
I oar eye on this empire, as a final residence ; but we 
I Save been repeatedly discouraged by the dreadful ac- 
counts we have had of the ferocity and barbarity of 
the natives, together with the many privations we must 
Buffer among entire heathens. Several missionaries 
have made an attempt to reside here, but have been 
L idiscDuraged, and left the place, without effecting any 
L thing. And some of these missionaries, we had reason 
to think, possessed much more piety and devotedness 
to miseiuna than ourselves. No wonder, then, that 
we were discouraged. But, after our heavenly Father 
had severely tried us, in causing us to be driven from 
place to place ; he shut up every door, and made us 
feel willing 'to take our lives in our hands,' and to 
come to this heathen land, to spend the remainder of 
our days. 

" But, will you believe me, when I say we are 
cheerful and happy ? though we find the government 
And people just as we expected ; though we find our- 
selves almost destitute of all those sources of enjoy- 
ment to which we have been accustomed, and are in 
the midst of a people, who, at present, are almost 
desperate, on account of the scarcity of provisions; 
though we are exposed to robbers by night, and in- 
vaders by day, yet we both unite in saying we never 
were happier, never more contented in any situatioa> 
than the present. We feel that this is the post to 
which God hath appointed us ; that we are in the 
' ^th of duty ; and in a situation, which, of all others, 
L .jfreseDts the most extensive field for usefulness. And, 
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though we are surroiindetl with danger snd death, we 
feel that God can, with inRnite ta»e, preserve and aup- 
poit us under the most heavy sufferings. But, for 
these feelings, we are indebted nitolly to the free, rich, 
and smereign grace of our Redeemer, and are still 
dependent on him for a. cantinuaace of them ; for it 
is not three months since we looked at this slluaiion, 
with all that dread and horror which you can imagine. 
It is our daily prayer, that we may be continued here, 
rud be made a blessing to the poor Burmuna, who 
ore jierishing for lack J)f knowledge. 

" But we mourn our unlitness to be engaged in the 
great work of communicating religious knowledge to 
the dark and benighted mind of a heathen. Our only 
hope is in God. We know that he can lileaa his own 
truth to the salvation of sinners, though it may be 
eommunieated in ever so broken a manner, and by the 
meanest of his creatures. Wc rejoice that this great, 
this powerful God, is our father and our friend, and 
has opened a way of access for us sinners, and has 
commanded us to open our mouths wide, with the pro- 
mise that he will fill them. He hath also said, he 
'will give the heathen to his Son, for ao inheritanoe, 
and the uttermost i>arts of the earth for his possession.' 

" We cannot but hope the glorious day is drawing 
nenr, when the promise will be fulfilled ; and that, 
unong other heathen nations, Burmah, cruel, ava- 
ncious, idolatrous Burmah, will say to Jesus, ' What 
have I any more to do with idols } Come (hou, and 
reign over us.' 

" O my dear parents and sisters, pray for ue, that 
we may he humble, prayerful, and entirely devoted to 
the cause of Christ. Pray for these poor people, who 
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have altars and temples in high places, for the wor- 
ship of the prince of darkness. They are immortal 
like ourselves^ they are bound to the same eternity^ 
and, like lis, they are capable of enjoying or suffering 
endless happiness or eternal misery. 

** September, 1814. — ^Not more refreshmg to the 
thirsty sons of Afric is the eooling stream } or more 
luxurious to the meagre, half-starved native Andaman, 
is a morsel of food, than* your letters, my dear sisterd, 
to our weary and almost famished feelings. Two long 
years and a half had elapsed since we left our native 
country, without our hearing one word from any of 
our American fnends. Thirteen months of this time 
have been spent in the cruel, avaricious, benighted 
country of Burmah, without a single Christian friend, 
or female companion of any kind. 

*' Our home is in the thission house, built by the 
English Bapti^ Society, on the first arrival of Messnii 
Chater and Carey in this country. It is large and con-* 
venient, situated in a rural place, about half a mile 
from the walls of the town. We have gardens en"* 
closed, containing about two acres of ground, full of 
fruit trees of various kinds. In the dry season our 
situation is very agreeable. We often enjoy a plea^* 
sant walk, within our own enclosure, or in some of 
the adjoining villages. 

** September 2Sth, — This is the first Sabbath that we 
hove united in commemorating the dying love of 
Christ at his table* Though but two in number, we 
feel the command as binding, and the privilege as greats 
as though there were more) and we ^ve indeed 
found it refreshing to our souls. 

<' December 1 l/A^^To*day, for the firM time^ I have 

y 






TO THE BURMAN EMPIRE. 



the wife of the viceroy. I was introduced to 
ber by a French lady who has frequently visited her. 
When ne first arrived at the governinent-biiuse, she 
waa not up, consequently we hud to wait some time. 
But the inferior wiveaaf the viceroy diverted us much 
by their curiosity, in minutely cxaQiiaing- every thing 
we had on, and by trying on our gloves and bonnets, 
&c. At last her highness made her appearance, 
dressed richly in the Burman fushion, with a long sil* 
Ter pipe in her moulh, smoking. At her appearance, 
all the other wives took their seats at a respectful dis- 
tance, ^d eat in a crouching posture, without speak- 
ing. She received me very politely, took nie by the 
band, seated me upon a mat, and herself by me. She 
excused herself for not coming in sooner, saying she 
was anwell. Une of the women brought her a bunch 
of flowers, of which she took several and. ornamented 
my cap. She was very inquisitive whether I had a 
bnsbaQd and children, whether I was my husband's 
first wife — meaning by this, whether 1 was the highest 
among them, supposing that Mr. Juilson, like the Bur- 
Qtans, had many wives — and whether I intended tarry- 
ing long in this country. 

" When the viceroy came in 1 really trembled ; for 
I never before beheld such a savage looking creature. 
Uis long robe and enormous spear not a little increased 
my dread. He spoke to me, however, very conde*. 
eocndingly, an<l asked if 1 would drink some rum or 
wine. When I arose to go, her highness again took 
my hand, told me she was happy to see me, that I 
must come to see her every day. She led me to the 
door ; 1 made my salaam, and departed. My only 
abject in visitmg lier was, that if we should get into 
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any difGciilty with the Burmans, I could have occess ta jj 
her, when perhaps it would not be possible for Mr; I 
Judaan to hnve nn audience with the viceroy. |l 

. " We intend to have as little to do with the govern- 
ment people as possible, as our useftilneas will, pro- '' 
bably, be amuiig the common people. Mr. Judsoa ' 
^lately visited the viceroy, when he scarcely deigned to ■ 
look at him, as Englishmen are no unconimou sight , 
in this country J but an English female is quite b i 
curiosity, j 

" January Wth, 1815, — Yesterday we left the mis- ( 
Gion house ontl moved into one in town, partly througU 1 
fear of robbers, and partly for the sake of being more l| 
with the natives, and learning more of their habits and U 
manners. We shall also be in a way of getting the 
lunguage much sooner, as we shall hear it epokea 
more frequently here^ than we could in the house wd 
have left. i 

" Januart) 1S(A. — Our ears are continually filled 
I with the intelligence of robberies and murders, Las('| 
night a band of fifteen or twenty attucked a. house! 
very near the one we had just left ; and, after stab*' 
bing the owner, robbed the house of every thing they'' 
could find. The robbers were armed with large knivesj 
spears, and guna, which put all the people around !&- 1 
such fear, that none dared to go to the assistance oP 
the sufferers. '' 

" This evening Mr. Judson and myself went to sW^ 
the person who was stabbed. We found him lying oin 
his bed, in great distress, surrounded by his Bunnan'j 
friends, who appeared to sympathize with him in 
affliction. The poor man was an;[ious to knoi 
Mr. Judson could tell whether he would live, by feel 
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ing his pulse ; but Mr. Judsoii told him he was not a 

" The viceroy is very much enraged at this daring 
attempt, and tus sent one of his principal officers, with 
three hundred men, in search uf the perpetrators. 

" All -these things leach ub the great need of the 
gospel among this poor people. They also teach us 
the need of being constantly prepared for a sudden, 
violent death. O, that the time may soon come, when 
Ibis people will be able to read the Scriptures uf truth 
in their own language, and believe in that Saviour, who 
is not only able to save them from such dreadful 
crimes, but to save their immortal souls from eternal 
misery ! 

" January 20th. — In consequence of the robbery 
committed a few days ago, the viceruy ordered seven 
ihievea to be executed. It was dark when they arrived 
at the place of execution. They were tied up by the 
hands and feet, and then cut open, and left with their 
bowels hanging out. They arc to remain a spectacle 
to others for three days, and then be buried, 'ilieir 
immortal souls entered the eternal world without ever 
having heard of Him, who was put to death as a male- 
^tor, to save the guilty. 

" A native of reapectability came to our house soon 
after the enecution, and Mr. Judsun asked him where 
the souls of the robbera had gone ? He said he did 
not know ; and asked if the souls of wicked men did 
igt enter into other bodies, and live in this world 
again ! Mr. Judson told him no, but they were fixed, 
immoreably, in another state of existence. 
" January 23rf. — To-day we have witnessed the Bur- 

ma ceremonies of burying a person of rank and re- 
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tpectnbility. He was nephew to the present viceroy, 
ftf,! son of a neighbouring governor. He was killed 
in Rnngoon, accidentaJly, by the (tisehurge of bis gun. 
The procession eommenced by a number of Burmlns, 
armed with spears and bamboos, to keep the crowd in 
ftwler. Some of the inferior members of government 
Cncceedeil ; then all the articles of use and we^ng 
apparel of the deceased, such as hia beetle box, drink- 
ing cup, looking-glass, &c. The father and train pre- 
ceded i the wife, mother, and sisters followed the 
'corpse in palanqaiiis. The viceroy, his wife, and 
femily, on large elephants, concluded the procession. 
The crowd, which was very great, followed promis' 
c^ously. All the petty goyeraors and principal inha- 
bitants of Rangoon were present ; yet there was as 
jperfect order and regularity as could have been ob- 
served in a Christian country. 

" The corpse was carried some way out of town, Co 
a large pagoda, and burnt, when the bones were col- 
lected to be buried. At the place of burning great 
quantities of fruit, cloth, and money, were distributed 
among the poor, by the parents of the deceased youth. 

" January 'i'tth. — On the opposite side of the rivei, 
there is a province of the Eurman Empire, governed 
'by one who is not under the control of the viceroy of 
•Rangoon. This governor was returning from the 
Iffreat funeral above mentioned, and had nearly reached 
ihis house, when a man on a sudden started up, and, 
^With one stroke, severed his head from his body. ■ In 
ithe bustle and confusion of his attendants, the inur< 
derer escaped. He was, however, found, and the plot 
discovered. It had its origin with the head steward 
of the governor, who intended, after the execution of 
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his master, to seize on his property, go up to the 
king, aud buy the office which hia master had lately 
occupied. He -was put lo the torture, and the above 
confeasion extorted from him. He was afterwards 
treated in the most cruel ma.nner, havkig most of his 
bones broken, and left to Innguish out his miserable 
existence in a prison, in chains. He lived five or six 
dftys in this terrible condition. AU who were con- 
ceraed with him were punished in various ways. The 
immense property of this governor goes to the king, 
as he left no children, though Several wives remain. 

" Sabbath-day, March 20(A. — To-dny, as usual, we 
came out to the mission house, that we might enjoy 
the Sabbath in a more qniet way. We had but just 
ftrrived, when one of the servants informed us ihnt 
there was a fire near the town. We hastened to the 
place whence the fire proceeded; nnd beheld several 
houses in fiamea, in a range which led directly to the 
city ; and as we saw no exertions to extinguish it, we 
concluded the whole place would be destroyed. We 
set oflT immediately for our house in town, that we 
might remove our furniture and things that were 
there ; but when we came to the town gate, it was 
shut. The poor people, in their fright, had shut the 
gate, ignonintly hnagining they could shut the fire 
oat, though the walla and gates were made entirely of 
wood. After waiting, however, for some lime, the 
Kjate was opened, and we removed in safety all our 
things inin the mission house. The {ire continued to 
rage all day, and swept away nlmost all the houses, 
ViUi, gates, kc. We felt grateful to God that not a 
Iwr of our beads waa injured^ and that, while thou- 
■asdt'of families were deprived of a shelter from the 
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burning sun, we hnd a comfortable house, and the 
necessarJea of life. 

" Thoug-h we are here exposed to thieves and rob- 
bers, yet He who has preserved us in every eTnergency, 
is slill our trust and confidence, nnd is stUl able to 
protect us. We feel that our privileges and enjoy- 
ments are so far superior to all around us, that, inatesd 
of coinplaioiog of our privations in this heathen land, 
we ought to he very thankful for the many and great 
mercies we enjoy. 

" Jpril 16tk. — iVlr. F. Carey has lately returned from 

1 Calcutta, and much refreshed our minds with letters 
and intelligence from our friends. — We ere so mnch 
^charred from all social intercourse with the rest of 
the Chrisciiin world, that the least intelligence we 
receive from our friends is a great luxury, 
" We feel more and more convinced that the gospel 
piust he Introduced into this country, through many 
trials and diificuUies ; through much self-denial and 
earnest prayer. The strong prejudices of the Bur- 
mans ; their foolish conceit of superiority over other 
nations; the wickedness of their lives, together with 
the plaHsibility of their own religious tenets, make a 
formidable appearance in the way of their receiving 
the strict requirements of the gospL'l of Jesus. But 
^ things arc possible with God, and he is our only 
liope and confidence. He can make mountains become 
vallies, and dry places streams of water. 

" Jugusl 20(ft. — Today, Mr, V. Carey, his wife, 
and family, left us for Ava, where they expect to live. 

I We are now alone in this great house, and almost 
alone as it respects the world. If it were not thai 
Bttrmab presents such an unbounded field for mis- 
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donary exertions, we cuuld not be contented to stay ia 
this miserable land. But we are convinced that we 
are in the very situation in whicb our heaveDly Ffither 
would have us to be, anit if we were to leave it, for 
the sake of enjoying a few more temporal comforts, 
we should have no reason to expect his blessing on 
our exertions. 

•' We frequently receive letters from our Christian 
friends in this part of the world, begging us to leave a 
Held so entirely rough and uncultivated, the soil of 
which is so unpromising', and enter one which presents 
the prospect of a more plentiful harvest. God grant 
that we may live and die among the fiurmans, though 
we should never do any thing more than smooth the 
way fur others. 

" September 3d. — Heard the dreadfiil intelligence of 
the loss of Mr. F. Carey's vessel, wife and children, 
and all his property 1 He barely escaped with his 
life I Uow soon are all his hopes blasted ! He 
set out for Ava in a brig, which belonged to 
the Burman government, having his furniture, medi- 
cine, wearing apparel, &c. on board. The brig had 
been in the river about ten days, when she upset, and 
immediately went down. Mrs. Carey, two children, 
all the women servants, and souie of the men servants, 
who could nut swim, were lost. Mr. Carey endea- 
voured to save his Uttle boy (three years old), but 
finding himself going down, was obliged to give up 
the chiki. 

"As It respects ourselves, we are busily employed 
•U day long. I can assure you that we find much 
pleasure in our employment. Could you look into a 
krge open room, which we call a verandah, you would 
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' see Mr. Judson bent over bis table, covered witti Bur- 
I eaiui books, with hia teaclier at bis side, a venerable 
[ looking man, in hia sixtieth year, with a cloth wrapped 
round his miUdle, and a handkerchief on his haad. — 
1 They talk and chatter all day long, with hardly any 
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" My mornings are busily rfnployed in giving direc- 
tions to the servants, providing food for the fanaily, 8tc. 

"At ten, my teacher comes, when, were you present, 
you might see me in an inner room, at one aide of ray 
study table, and my teacher tbe other, reading 
Burman, writing, talking, &c. I have many more in- 
terruptions than Mr. Judson, as I have the enlire ma- 
nagement of tbe family. This I took on myself, for 
the sake of Mr. Judson's attending more closely to the 
study of the language ; yet I have found, by a year's 
esperience, that it is the most direct way 1 could have 
taken to acquire the language ; as I am fiequently 
obligeil to speak Burman all day. L can talk and un- 
derstand others belter than Mr. Judgon, though ho 
knows more about the nature and construction of the 
llUiguage. 

" A new viceroy has lately arrived, who i^ much bei 
loved and respected by tbe people. He visited us soon ' 
after hia arrival, and told us that we must come to the 
govemmeut-house very often. We have been once 
or twice since, and have been treated with much laore 
familiarity and respect than the natives of the ctnifitry, 

"After he had moved into his new house, he gave 
nil invitation to all the English and Frenchmen to 
dinner. Th« viceroy and his wife did every thing in 
their power to amuse the company. Among other 
things were music and dancing. The wife of the 
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nffinf aA^'mt^. if ' I.kii^!Mr hPW.to.daiiQe io the £ng-» 
lij^-WjRy } r. told, her. that it wa4 not prqper for t^ 
Wfvyp. of priests to dimce. She impacsdiately assenteds 
and thought that a sufficient reaipn for. my dechniog* 
She then asked what kind of a teacher Mr. Judson 
was ? I told her, speaking in fheir idiom^ that he wajs 
asa(>red teacher, that is/* a teacher of the will of the 
true God. 

«'The Burmans have a very great regard for their 
piiestflu They consider them a higher order of heinga 
dum other men. This was the cause of the marked 
{^tention we received from her ladyship. I wish I 
OQttkl write you something about the conyers^on of the 
Burman8> or their eagerness to hear the word of God. 

" No missionary has ever attempted to preach 
among the natives, so that we are hardly ablf to judge 
how the gospel would be received, if publicly preach- 
ed. Yet their firm belief of the divine origin of their 
religfion^ renders it improbable, to human appearance,^ 
that they would willingly receive the gospel. 

^' We often converse with our teachers and servants 
on the subject of our coming to this country, and teU 
them, if they die in their present state, they will 
sorely be lost. But they say, * Our religion is good 
for us, yours for. you.* But we are far from being 
discoaraged. We are sensible that the hearts of ther 
heathen, as well as those of Christians, are in the hands. 
q£ God, and in his own time he wiU turn them imto 
hiiiiaelf* 

' *' Much wisdom and precaution are necessary in our 
pffeaent situation. A little departure from prudence. 
aught at once destroy the mission. We stiU feel 
li|i||py-iMi4 thankful t|iat God haa nuule it our dujty to, 
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live among the heathen. Though we hat« met; and 
ooBtmne to meet> with many trials and didowrage- 
inents, yet we have never, for a noomeiiC, r^retted 
that we undertook ^his mission. • > 

''This climate is one of the most heahhy in Ae 
world. There are only two months in the year When 
it is severely hot. We doubt not but you pray fbuch 
for us, in this miserable land, deprived of all CliFistisn 
society. We need much, very much grace, that we 
may persevere, and bear a faithful testimony to the re* 
ligion of Jesus. 

''Adieu, my sisters. May God be with you, and 
grant you much of his presence, is the sincere and 
ardent prayer of your still affectionate sister.'* 
I remain, my dear Sir, 

Very affectionately and respectfully, 

A. xl. J. 



LETTER IV. 

Bradford, Massachusetts, October, 182^. ^ 

MY DEAR SIR, 

My only excuse for the length of the preceding 
letter, is the continued connexion of those events 
which I could not well separate. I have thus far in^ 
troduced in my relation many -more extracts from my 
own, than from Mr. Judson*s letters. — During the first 
years of our residence in Burmah, I was in the habit 
of noting little occurrences much more frequently 
than Mr. Judson, as his whole time and thoughts were 
exclusively devoted td the acquisition aithe langoage. 
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T some circumslancea, to luuke an 
saying so much abnut our pergonal cOD- 
but, when 1 recolIei;t Low frequently you 
urged me to be particulnr in my relation, anil to send 
you every thing that had ever been printed, I feel 
that an excuse of any kind is unueceasary. 

A letter written about this time to Mr. Newell our 
former associate, is a continued dcEcripCion of our 
plans and prospects ; 

" A few (lays since we welcomed yours of December 
18tb, the only one we have received since you left us, 
at Port Louis. It brought fresh to my mind a re- 
collection of scenes formerly enjoyed in our dear 
native country. Well do I remember onr first 
interesting conversations on missions, and on the i. 

probable events that awaited us iu India. Those I 

were happy days. Newell and Judson, Harriet and 
Ann, then were united in the strictest friendship — 
then anticipated e]iending their lives together, in 
sharing the trials and toils, the pleasures and enjoy- ,, 

ments, of a missionary life. But, alas ! behold us i 

now ! In the Isle of Fnince, solitary and alone, lies all J 

that was once visible of the lovely Harriet. A melan- 
choly wanderer, in the Island of Ceylon, is brother 
Newell ; and the savage, heathen empire of Burmah, 
is destined to be the future residence of Judson and , 

Ann ! But is this separation to be for ever ? shall we ' 

four never again enjoy social, happy intercourse ! Ves, 
my dear brother, our separation is of short duration. .1 

There is a rest, a peaceful, iiappy rest, where Jesus ! 

reigns, where we four shall soon meet, to part no more. | 

" As Mr. Judson will' not have time to (vrite to you ' 

l>f this opportunity, Iwill endeavour to give you some 
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^^^H idea of our situation Eere, and of uur plans and 
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fexpccted, in a most deplorable stale, iiill of darkneea, 
tdolalry, and cruelty, — full of commotion and un- 
certainly. We daily feel that the existence and per- 
petuity of this naifision, still in an infant slate, depend 
peculiar manner on the interposing hand of Pro- 
vidence, and, from this inipresion alone, we are en- 
couraged still to remain. As it respects our temporal 
privations, use lias made them familiar, and easy to be 
borne ; they are of short duation, and, when brought 
in competition with the worth of immortal souls, sink 
into nothing. We have no society, no dear Christiati 
friends i and, with the exception of two or three se& 
captains, who now and then call on us, we never see s 
European face. When we feel a disposition to si^ 
for the enjoyments of our native country, we turn our 
eyes on the miserable objects arounii. We behold 
some of tliem labouring hard for a scanty subsistence,' 
oppressed by an avaricious government, which is ever 
ready to seize what industry has hardly earned) we 
liehold others sick and diseaaeil, daily begging the 
few grains of rice, which, when obtained, are scarcely 
Bufficient to protract their wretched e:iistence, and 
with no other habitation to cover them from the 
burning suu or chilly rains, than that which a tunall 
piece of cloth, raised on four b^boos, under the 
Ghade of a tree, can afibrd. While we behold these 
Rcenes, we feel that we have all the comforts, and, in 
comparison, even the luxuries of life. We feel that 
our temporal cup of blessings is full, and runneth over. 
But is our temporal lot so much superior to theirs } 
O, how infinitely superior our spiritual blessings J 
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Wbile they vainly imagine to purchuse promotian, ia 
another state of existence, by strictly worshipping their 
idols, and buildiog pagodas ; our hopes of future hap' 
pioesa are fixed on the Lamb of God, who taketh away 
the silt of the world. IVhen we have a reaUzing sense 
of these things, my dear brother, we forget our native 
country and former enjoyments, and feel contented and 
happy with our lot, with but one wish remaining, tliat 
of being instrumental in leading these Burmans to 
partake of the same source of happiness with our- 
selves. 

" Our progress in the language is slow, as it is 
pfcoliarly hard of acquisition. We can, however, 
re^d, write, and converse with tolerable ease; and 
freqaently spend whole evenings very pleasantly in 
conversing with our liurman friends, — We- have been 
very fortunate in procuring good instructors. Mr. 
Jndao&'s teacher is a very learned man, was formerly 
q priest, and resided at court, lie has a thorough 
knowledge of the grammatical constnietion of the 
language, likewise of the Pali, the learned language 
of the Burmans. 

" We are very anxious to hear from our dear bre- 
thien. Note and Hall. We firmly believe they will yet 
be perniitfed to slay in India, notwithstanding (heir 
repeate<l difficulties. They have, indeed, had a trying 
tfane : but, perhaps, it is to prepare them for further 
usefulness. 

" We have not yet received our letters from America, 
or had the least intelligence what were the contents 
of yours. Ours were sent to the Isle of France about 
tba time we arrived at Madras, and the vessel which 
carried theoi has not been heard of since. You may 
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easily judge of our feelings at this disappointment. 
You can hardly form an idea with what eagerness we 
receive every scrap of intelligence from any part, of 
the Christian world. Write us long and frequent let* 
ters. Any thing respecting yourself or the other 
brethren^ will be interesting to us. I do not ask you 
to excuse this long letter, for I doubt not your interest 
in our concerns." 

The above extracts will give you some. idea of the 
state of the country, and of our mode of living, dur* 
ing the two first years of our residence in that heathen 
land. Yet we never felt a desponding sensation. 
Those providential occurrences, which directetl us 
thither, were referred to, as a kind of assurance that 
we were in the path of duty ; we were convinced that 
we had followed the leadings of Providence, and 
doubted not, that by the time we were qualified to 
communicate religious truth, the present apparently 
insurmountable obstacles would be removed, and that 
some way would be opened for the establishment of 
the mission. A disciplinary school, however, was still 
open for our benefit. 

After the first six months of our residence in Ran" 
goon, my health had been on the decline, and as there 
was no medical aid in the country, Mr. J. felt the ne- 
cessity of my going to some foreign port for its resto^ 
ration. Such was the state of our infant mission, 
that I could not consent that Mr. J. should accompany 
me. I therefore embarked in January, 1814, for Mad* 
ras, at which place I entirely recovered, and returned 
in the April following. During my absence, Mr. Judson 
bad no individual Christian with whom he could con- 
verse^ or unite in prayer. He^ however, pursued hb 
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great object, the acquiring of tbe language ; 
Uiiring this interval, was much encoumgetl by ai 
from our dear Dative country, of the rapid ii 
A missionary spirit. 

It would perhaps be unnecessary for tne to mention 
the circuio stance of our becoming Baptists on our 
passage out to India, were it not in connexion with 
the formation of the present Baptist Buurd of Mis- 
sions. A missionary impulse, before unknown, was 
given to the Baptist denomination througliout the 
Uoiteil States, by the indefatigable exertions of Mr. 
Rice, and by the circumstance of there being a mis- 
sionary on heathen, ground, of their own order, look- 
ihg to them for encouragement and co-operation. 

On the 18lh of May. 1814, a meeting of Baptist 
ministers, from most of the States, took place in Phi- 
iailelphia, for the purpose of forming a General Con- 
vention, in order to concentrate the energies, and direct 
the efforts of the whole denomination, in sending the 
gospel to Ibe heathen, 

" Perhaps no event (remarks one who was present) 
has ever taken place among the Baptist denomination 
in America, which has excited mora lively interest, 
than the late missionary convention. It was, indeed, 
a sight no less novel than interesting, to behold bre- 
thren who had hitherto been personally unknown to 
each other, collecting from north to south, from Mas- 
sachusetts to Georgia, a distance of more than a thou- 
sand miles, for the important purpose of forming a 
General Convention." 

How much encouragement Mr, Judson, in his soli- 
tary situation, derived from the above-mentioned event, 
may be seen from the following extracts from his 
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journal, wliich also narrate hia first attemptto coro- 
municnte religious instruction to hia teacher. 

"Rangoon, September 5i/j, 1S15. — Received a copy , 
of the proceediiiga of the Jlnjitist Convention in the ; 
United Stntes, aad letters from the Secretary of their 
Board of Foreign Missions. 

"These accounts from my dear native land were so 
interesting, ss lo banish from my mind all thoughts of 
study. This general movement unioiig the Baptist , 
cfaurches in America, is particulurly encouraging, as it 
aBbrds an ailditional indication of God's merciful der 
signa in favour of the poor heathen. It unitea with all 
the Bible Societies in Europe and America, during the 
laat twenty years, in furnishing abundant reason to hope, 
that the dreadful darkness which has so long enveloped 
the earth, is about to flee away before the rising Sun.— 
Do not the successes which have crowned some mia- 
stonary exertions, seem like the dawn of morning in 
tiie East > Oh, that this region of Egyptian darkness, 
may ere long participate in the vivifying beams of light! 

" None but one who has had the experience, can 
tell what feehngs comfort the heart of a solitary mis- 
tionary, when, though all the scenes around him pre- 
sent no friend, he remembers, and has proofs that thece 
are spots on this wide earth, where Christian brethren 
feel that his cause is their own, and pray to the san^e 
God and Saviour, for his welfare and success. Thanks 
be to God, not only for * rivera of endless joys abov%* 
but for ' rills of comfort here below.' 

" September Olh. — Called on the viceroy to pay n^y 
xespects, on his return from au expedition to Martaban. 
He and his family have always treated nie with civilityj 
on learning that 1 was a minister of religion. 
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"On my return, was visited by Mr. Bubasheen, aii 
agwl Armeninn, in high office under govRrnment. The 
itleaaof the Armenian on the eubject of practical re- 
Ji^poQ, are very similar to those of the Roman Catho- 
lica. This gentleman BupposM, that having beeu 
diristened in infancy, having confessed to his jiricst at 
stated times, &c. he shall cerlainly be saved. I told 
hini, except a raivn be born again, he cannot enter into 
beaven. He inquired how a man could be born ugalo. 
I related to him the conversation of our Lord and Ni- 
rodemuH, which was all new to him. He called_for 
hia Amienian Bible, which was kept carefully wrapped 
Up in a cloth, and having read the chapter, said that I 
was right, and that our Dibles were the same. Then 
holding out hiB hand, ' Here,' said he, pointing to his 
wrist, ' is the root of the religion. This finger is the 
Artnenian church, this the Roman Catholic, this tho 
English, &c. All are the same.' 1 told liini that tlie Bible 
was indeed the same, but those only who adhered to 
it would be saved. ' Ah,' said he, ' you cannot speak 
the language fluently. I Gnd it difhcult to understand 
yoti. When you can talk better, come and see me 
often, and I shall get wisdom.' I was ready to reply. 
Poor man, ere tliat time comes you will probably be in 
tbe grave i but contented myself with lifting up my 
my heart unto God, 

" September 30th. — Had the following conversation 
with my teacher. This man bos been with me about 
three months, and ia the must sensible, learned, and 
oandid man, that I have ever found among the Bur- 
mans. He is forty-seven years of age, and his name 

U Oo Oungmeng, I began by saying, Mr. J is 

dead. Oo. — I have heard so. J. — His soul is lost, 1 
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iaV. Oo.— Whyso? J.— He wm not a diaciiileof 

iChrist. Oo. — How do yon know that i You couW 

it see hU souL J. — How do you know whether tbc 

i toot of the mango tree is good '• You cannot see it ; 

I Ibul you L-an judge by the tVuit on its branches. Thm 

} X koow that Mr. J was not a disciple of Chrirt, 

I -because his words and actions were not such as indicate 

I -the disciple. Oo. — And so all who are not disciplet 

I ^ Christ are lost ! J. — Yes, oil, whether BurnianB or 

^Aireifners. Oo.— This is hard. J.— Yes, it is hard, 

L indeed; otherwise I should nut liuve come all tint 

bwBy. and left pnreuts aad all, to tell you of ChriiL 

T {Uc seemed to feel the force of this, and after stap|Hi^ 

le said,] How is it that the disciples of Cbrkl 

■ •re so tbrtunate above all men ? J. — Are not all men 

Wlinners, and deserviug of punishment in it future state} 

fiOo. — Yes i tdl must suffer, in some future state for the 

9 they commit. The punishment follows the crimei 

mrely as the wheel of a cart follows the footsteps of 

Uhc ox. J. --Now, according to the Burnian aystenii 

lo eBcii|>e. According to the Christian systen 

there is. Jesus Christ has died in the place of stnnen t 

hiu borne their sins, and now those who believe oa 

him, and becomes his ilisciples, are released from the 

punishment they deserie. At death they are receiyed 

into heaven, and are happy for ever. Oo. — That 1 wUi 

D«vcr believe. My mind is lery stiiT on this one 

|x>int. namely, that all existence involves in itself 

principles of misery and destruction. J. Teacher, 

there are two evil futurities, and one good. A mise<- 

rable future existence ia eti), and annihilation or nigbon 

ie an evd, a fearful evil. A happy future existence la 

»lone good. Oo. — 1 admit that it is best, if U could 
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jbt perpetual ; but it cannot be. Whatever is, is liable 
lb change, and misery, and destruction. Nigban is 
the only [lermanent good, nnd that good has been at- 
tained by Gaudama, the lost deity. J. — If there be nn 
eternnl Being, you cannot account for any thing. 
Whence this world, and all tbnt we see ? Oo. — Fate. 
J. — Fate ! the cause must always be equal to the 
elfect. See, I raise this table ; see, also, that ant under 
it: Boppose I were invisible; would a wise man say 
Bte ant raised it i Now fate is not even an ant. Fate 
is a word, that is all. U is not an agent, not a thing. 
What is fate > Oo.— The fiite of creatures, is the in- 
fluence which their good or bad deeds have on their 
Aiture existence. J. — If influence be exerted, there 
must be an exerter. If there be a determination, there 
tnnst be a Ueterniiner. Oo. — No ; there is no deter- 
miner. There cannot be an eternal Being. J. — Con- 
sider this point. It is a main point of true wisdom. 
Whenever there is an execution of a purpose, there 
most be an agent. Oo. — [After a little thought] I 
most Bay that my mind is very decided and hard, and 
unless you tell me something more to the purpose, I 
dull never helieve. J. — VVell, teacher, I wish you 
to believe, not for my profit, but for yours. I daily 
(iray the true God to give you light, that you may 
believe. Whether you will ever believe in this 
world I don't know, but when you die I know you 
(fill believe wliat 1 now say. You will then appear 
iKfore the God you now deny. Oo. — I don't know 
that. 
" OetoberMk. — Was called to attend the funeral of 

eaptaia C . At the grave, saw several persona 

present who conid understand me in English, and ac- 
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cordingly gave them an exhortation before prayei^ 
May the Lord graut liia blessing. ,j' 

" OctoLer \Gth. — An op|)ortunity of eending to Bengal 
occurs, by which 1 shall forward this, I know noS 
whether to call it letter or journal. 13iit soraetbingof 
this sort, I propose contiuuing, to be addressed ia tb(> 
Correaponding Secretary ; though it be not a journal, 
in the strict acceptation of the word, tlmt is, an ao«i' 
count of every day. If a missionary, during his lirst^i 
years, sliould attempt keeping such a narrative, hlf,> 
might find little to insert under most of the dates, bu|ii 
the number of pages read, dcw words acquired, an^} 
idle conversation with the oittivea — idle, indeed, i%^' 
substance, but not in purpose, being indispensable tq 
his thoroughly attaining the phraseology and pfonuo^i 
ciation of the language. 

"I am sometimes a little dispirited, when I reflect, 
that for two or three years past 1 have been drilling at 
A, B, C, and grammar. But 1 consider again, that the 
gift of tongues is not granted in these times ; and that 
Botne one must acquire this language, by dint of ap-r 
plication ; must translate the Scriptures, and muat 
preach the gospel to the people in their own tonguet 
or how can they be saved ? My views of the luission- 
ary object are, indeed, different from what they were 
when I was first set on fire by Buchanan's "Star in 
theE^t" sixyearsttgo. But it does not always huppea 
that a closer acquBiotance with ai> object diminishes 
our attaclimenl aoit preference. We sometimes dis- 
cover beauties as well as deformities, which are over- 
looked in a superficial view: when some attractionslose 
theirforcejOthersmorepermanentareexerted; and when 
the glitter, in which novelty invested the object, haa 
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ptssed away, more substantial esceUtncieB hnve rorm 
U disdose their influcnre : and sn it lias been with nMt 
I'hope, in regard to the work of missions. 1 remaini 
Rw, and dear Sir, jKturs affectionately in the Lord."'© 

Some of the priiici[)al difHeultics in obtiiining'V 
tbdrough knowledge of the Burmao langimge, art" 
enamerated in the following letter from Mr. J. to th« 
Rev. Mr. Bolles, in Salem : 

"Rangoon, January ISth, 1816. — Yoyr letter of 
March, 1S1&, 1 lately received, and read with real s»* 
tU&ction. Neither brother Klce, nor nny of ihe others 
tBRt yaa mention, "have been beard of in ihese jiarta. 
Msy they not be far distant! 

" Whenever they shall arrive, I hope to be of soatt 
ml service to them in their preparatory studies, and 
lo be able, in a short time, to give them infnrraation 
on many points, which it has cost me months to acquire. 
I jtiit now begin to see my wny forward in this lan- 
gwge, and hope that two or three years more will 
mahe it somewhat familiar ; but 1 have met with diffi- 
eulticsthat I bad no idea of before 1 enteredon the work. 
For a European or American to acquire a living oriental 
language, root and branch, and make it his own, is 
tpule a different thing from bis acijuiring a cognate 
language of the west, or any of the dead languugesi 
a&they are studied ia the schools. One circumfitanca 
nuiy serve to illustrate this. 1 once had occasion to 
■IcTote A few months to the study of the French. I 
have now been above two years engaged in the Bur- 
man. But if 1 were to chuae between a Burmau and 
k French book, to be examineil in, without previous 
Itudfv I' should, vrithout the least 'hesitation, chooav 
the.Fieach. When we take up a western languagQji 
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the similarUy in the characters, ia very tnany terms, 
io'iimny modes of expression, and in tlie general struc> I 
ture of the sentences, its being in fair print, (a c 
cumetance we hardly think of,) and the assistance of 
grammars, dictionaries, and instructors, render the 
work comparatively easy. But when we take u] 
language spoken by a people on the other side of the 
earth, whose very thoughts run in eliannels diverse 
from ours, and whose modes of expre^ision are conse- 
quently all new and uncouth ; when we find the letters 
and words all totally destitute of the least resemblance 
to any language we hnve ever met with, and tbeee 
words not fairly divided, and distinguished, as 
western writing, by breaks, and points, and capitalsj 
but run together in one continuous line, u sentence or 
paragraph seeming to the eye but one long word ; 
when. Instead of clear characters on paper, we tind 
only obscure scratches on dried palm leaves stnmg 
together, and called a book; when we have no dic- 
tionary, and no interpreter to explain a single word, 
and must get something of the language, before we 
. can avail ourselves of the assistance of a native 
teacher, — 

" Hoc opDS, Ilic labor est." 

I Lad hoped, before I came here, that it would not 
my lot to have to go alone, without any guide, in 
unexplored path, especially as missionaries had been 
here before. But Mr. Chater had left the country, and 
Mr. r. Carey was with me very little, before he left 
the mission and the missionary work altogether. 

" I long to write something more interesting nnd 
encouraging to the friends of the mission ;. but it 
nuBt not yet be expected. It unavoidably takes sere* 



TO THE BURMAN EMPIRE. IS 

ml years 1o acquire such a language, in order to con- 
vene, and write intelligibly on the great truths of the 
gospel. Dr. Carey once told me, that efler he had 
been some years in Bengal, and thought he was doing 
Terywell, in conversing and prenchingwiih the natives, 
they (as he was afterwards convinced) knew not what 
he was about. A young missionary, who expects to 
pick up the language in a year or two, will probably 
' find that he has not counted the coat. If he should be 
to fortunate as to obtain a good interpreter, he may 
be useful by that menna. But he will learn, especially 
if he is in a new place, where the way is not prejiared, 
rad no previous ideas communicated, that to quaUfy 
bitnself to communicate divine truth intelligibly, by his 
voice or |>en, is not the work of a year. However, 
notwithstanding my present great incompetency, I am 
beginning to translate the New Testament, being ex- 
tremely anxious to get some parta of Scripture, at least, 
into an intelligible shape, if for no other purpose than 
to read, us occasion offers, to the Burmans with whom 

" My paper allows me to add nothing more, but to 
beg your prayers, that, while I ana much occupied in 
words and phrases, and destitute of those gospel pri- 
vileges you so rictdy enjoy, in the midst of your dear 
church and people, I may not lose the life of religion 
in my soul.*' 

Thus were we situated, when an event occurred, 
which wrung our hearts with anguish ; the mention 
of which 1 cannot prevail on myself to omit, though 
not strictly connected with my missionary relation. 
I ullude to the death of our first-bom, our only son. 
Deprived, as we were, of every source of enjoyment 
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of a. temporal nature, our every EiSectioa was eutang'led 
by this darling object. When our heuvtnly Father saw 
we had converted the precious gift into an idol, he 
removed it from us, and thureby taught iis the necessity 
of placing our supreme affections on Him. A letter 
written soon after this severe affliction, to a friend in, 
America, describes, ia some measure, our state of 
feeling, 

" May Wth, 1S16. — The sun of another holy Sab- 
bath has arisen upon us, and though no chiming of 
bells has called us to the house of God, yet we, two in 
Dumber, have bowed the knee to our Father in heavenj 
have invoked his holy name ; have o Sere d him oav 
feeble praise ; have meditated on his sncred word ; and 
commemorated the dying love of a Saviour to a 
perishing world. Inestimable privileges 1 not denied 
even in a land where the prince of darkness reigns ! 

ce worship, I have stolen away to a much* 

loved spot, where 1 love to sit and pay the tribute of 

affection to my lost, darling child. It is a little «!• 

I closure of mango trees, in the centre of wbich is 

erected a small bamboo house, on a rising spot of 

ound, which looks down on thi 

r infant boy. Here I now sit ; 
ture around wears a most ronianti 
ance, yet my heart is sad, and my 
my pen. You my di 
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made grave of 
and, though all na- 
:, delightful appear- 
J my tears frequently stop 
s. L., who are a mother, 
may imiigine my sensations ; but, if you have never 
lost a first-born, an only son, you cannot know my 
pain. Had you even buried your little boy, you are in 
^Christian country, surrounded byfriends and relatives 
who could sooth your anguish, and direct your atten- 
tion to other objects. But, behold us, Eolitary and 
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Alone, with this one source of recreation ! Yet this 
is denied ns — this must be remo^'ed^ to show us that 
we need no other source of enjoyment butCrod himself. 
Do not think though I write thus> that I repine at the 
dealings of Vroridtnce, or %ou]d wish them to be 
o^ierwise than they are. No : * Uiongh he slay me> 1 
will trust in him/ is the language I would adopt. 
Though I say with the prophet, ' Behold, and see if 
there be any sorrow like unto my sorrow^* yet I would 
also say with him, * It is of the Lord's mercies that 
we are not consumed, because his compassions fall 
not.' God is the same when he afflicts, as when he is 
m^cifui : just as worthy of our entire trust and con* 
fidenoe now, as when he intrusted us with the precious 
little gift. There is a bright side, even in this heavy 
affliction.- Our little Roger i6 not lost : the little bud> 
which began to open into a beautiful flower, is now 
rapidly expanding in a more propitious clime, and 
reared by a mofe unerring hand. He is now, I doubt 
not, in the immediate presence of that Saviour^ of 
whom he was ignorant m this world, and 

'' Adores tbe grace that brought him there, 

Without a wish without a care ; 

Hiat washed his soul in Calvary's stream, 

That shortened life's distressing dream. 
..Short pain, short grief, dear babe, was thine. 

Now joys eternal and divine ! " 

Who would not^ from motives of gratitude love a 
Being who has. made such provision for a perishing 
world ! who. can, oh account of the merits of the 
Redeemer^ consistently with his own |>erfectidns, r^se 
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polluted sinners from the lowest state of degFadation^ 
and make them fit for the enjoyment of himself ! 
' They who know thy name will put their trust in thee.' " 

The following elegant e£fusion was written and pre- 
sented on the occasion^ by the Rev. J. Lawson^ Cal- 
cutta : 

** Husb'd be the murmuring tbougbt ! Tby wiU be done, 

Arbiter of life and death ! I bow 

To tby command. I jrield the precious gift. 

So late bestowed, and to the silent grave 

Move sorrowing, yet submissive. O, sweet babe ! 

1 lay thee down to rest. The cold, cold earth, 
A pillow for thy little head. Sleep on. 
Serene in death. No care shall trouble thee. 
All undisturbed thou slumberest; far more still,. 
Than when I luU'd thee in my lap, and sooth'd 
Thy little sorrows till they ceased. 

Then felt thy mother peace ; her heart was light 
As the sweet sigh that 'scap'd thy placid lips, 
And joyous as the dimpled smile that play'd 

Across thy countenance. O, I must weep „ 

To think of thee, dear infant on my knees, 
Untroub1ed,sleeping ! Bending o'er thy form , 
I watched with eager hope to catch the laugh, 
First waking from thy sparkling eye, a beam, 
Lovely to me, as the blue light of heaven. 
Dimm'd in the agony of death, it beams no more ! ' 
O, yet once more I kiss thy marble lips. 
Sweet babe ! and press with mine thy whitened cheeks 

Farewell, a long farewell ! Yet visit me 

In dreams, my darling * . Though the vision'd joy 
Wake bitter pangs ; still be thou in my thoughts. 
And I will cherish the dear dream, and think 
I still possess thee. Peace, my bursting heart !->— - . 
Oh ! I sabmit Again I lay thee down. 
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Dear relic of a mother's bope. Thy spirit. 
Now mingled with cherubic hosts, adores 
The grace that ransom'd it, and lodg'd it safe 
Above the stormy scene." 

I remain, my dear Sir, 

Very aflfectionately and respectfully, 

A* £1. J* 



LETTER V. 

Baltimore, December, 1822. 

UT DEAR SIB, 

From out* first embarking in the missionary enter- 
prise, afflictions and trials had ever been intermixed 
with our most prosperous circumstances. But on this 
, we had calculated 5 though we often found ourselves 
QDprepared to meet trials in that way, which an un- 
erring Providence saw necessary. Our hopes, relative 
to the gradual progress and final success of the mission, 
were, until now, very sanguine ; and we fondly trusted 
that whatever trials would have a tendency to retard or 
impede its advancement, would be averted. But not 
80. The gradual decline of Mr. Judson's health, h^an 
to effect a revolution in our missionary plans, hopes, 
and prospects. His anxiety to preach the unsearchable 
riches of Christ to the Burmans, had induced him to 
apply more closely to the study of the language than 
an eastern climate would allow. This circumstance, 
together with the want of exercise and proper diet, 
reduced Jiim to an alarming state of debility and nerv- 
ous affection. Tlie following letters .will give you 
soBie idea of our situation at this time : 
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" ^vgutt I8lh, 1816. — I again, my dear parents, taka 
my jjcn to adtlresa you — must again tell you of ' 
trials and afQictions, which have, more or less, been 
our lot from our first engaging in the mission. Mr> 
JudsoD, in consequence of too close application to 
study, during the hot seaEon, has so far injured hia 
head and nerves, that he 19 entirely unable to study, or 
attend to any thing. His illness has been gradually 
increasing fur fgur months, and it is now three, since 
he laid aside study altogether. For some time after. 
hia eyes were affected, I read to him in Burman, and 
in this way he was enabled In continue his studies. 
But now the state of his nerves is such, that he cannot 
even hear me rend. His digestive powers are so weak, 
that he is unable to take any nourishment, except rice 
and vegetables. We are seriously contemplating a voyage 
to Bengal, hoping that the sea air, or some medical 
assistance, may be beneCicial. We cannot comprehend 
the design of Providence in these things. If we go 
to Bengal, the mission must, at least, for a time, be 
given up, as there is no one to continue here. Whe* 
ther we shall ever be able to return, or not, is uncer- 
tain. We had fondly hoped that, by the time the lan- 
guage was acquired, a wide and eifectual door would 
be opened fur the preaching of the gospel. But our 
hopes are blasted, and our brightest prospects darks 
ened. And now, my dear parents, 1 think 1 hear you 
Bay, ' Are you not discouraged yet ? Is it not beat 
entirely to abandon your object, and come hotoe to 
America, and settle down in peace and quiet } ' Nol 
by DO means. We will still intercede with our beiw 
venly Father, not only to return us to this mission, 
but to make this aEBiction tend greatly to its advance- 
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ment. Or, if we may not be permitled to relurn, wo 
will beg and plead with others to come, and go on 
with the mission. We will tell them that it is possible 
for missionary families to live tn Burmiih without mo- 
lestation. We will tell them what our eyes have seen, 
and what our ears have heard, of the dreadful delusions 
of this people, and how much they need the commise- 
ration of the Christian world. We will do more. We 
will return to Burmah with them, nntl xpend the re- 
mainder of our dnys, though deprived of henlth and 
strength, in assisting them to acquire the language, 
and encouraging them in their arduous work. No, 
my dear parents, our hearts are fixed on this mission ; 
and, with grace assisting us, we shall relinquish it 
only with our lives. 

"A few days after the death of our little hoy, her 
highness, the viceroy's wife, visited us, with a nume- 
rous rctintie. She really appeared to sympnthize with 
ns in our affliction, and requested Mr. Judson not to 
let it too much affect his health, which was already 
very feeble. Some time after her visit, she invited ua 
to go out into the country with her, for the benefit of 
our health, aad that our minds, as she expressed it, 
might become cool. We consented ; and she sent u.s 
an elephant, with a howdah upon it, for our convey- 
ance. We went three or four miles through the woods. 
Sometimes the small trees were so near together, that 
DOT way was imi)aSBable, but by the elephant's breaking 
them down, which be did with the greatest ease, at 
the word of the driver. The scene was truly inter- 
eating. Picture to yourselves, my dear parents, thirty 
men with epears and guns, and red caps on their heads, 
nhicti partly covered their shoulders, then a huge ele- 
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phant caparisoned with a gilt bow<lah, which contained 
B taU, genteel female^ richly dressed in red and white 
Bilk. We had the honour of riding next to her ludy- 
8hlp ; after us^ three yyr four elephants^ with her. 9pn 
and some of the members of government. Two or 
three hundred followers, male and female, concluded 
the procession. Our ride teiminated in the centre of 
a beautiful garden of the viceroy's. I say beautifuli 
because it was entirely the work of nature-— ^rt jbad 
no hand in it. It was full of a variety of fruit tiees^ 
growing wild and luxuriant. The noble banyan formed 
a delightful shade, under which our matft were spread* 
and we seated ourselves to enjoy the scenery aroiind 
us. Nothing could exceed the endeavours of the 
vice-reine to make our excursion agreeable. She gip 
thered fruit, and pared it -, culled flowers, and knotted 
them, and presented them with her own hands; whieli 
was a mark of her condescension. At dinner shft htA 
her cloth spread by ours, nor did she refuse to partake 
of whatever we presented her. We returned in tfie 
evening, fatigued with riding on the elephant, deUghted 
with the country and the hospitality of the BurmaiMK 
and dejected and depressed with their superttilioii 
and idolatry— their darkness, and ignorance of 
true God. 

" Though we have never said any thing to the 
roy*s family on the subject of reh'gion, yet they perceite 
a great difference between us and the other foreigacfS 
who occasionally visit them. Mr. Judson aeldom gom 
to the government-house, as it is easier for me to h«!i^ 
access to her ladyship, than for him to do bustaaii 
with the viceroy. She treats me with great fiftmUiarity ; 
but I eim generally reserved and serious in her 
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jet manifeet o ttnder concern for her welfare, with ' 

whicb she ia much pleaseil. I ilo not yet ileapnir of 
finding some opportunity to introduce the piibjpct of | 

religion to her, in such n way as may not ajipear in- 
trusive or disgusting. Were I to appear before her in 
the character of a teacher, she would think mc fnr ' 

beneath her notice, and perhaps forbid my approaching 
her again : therefore, I think it most judicious to con- I 

TtDce her, by my conduct, that I am realty different j 

frsm other females who surround her, and so far to | 

gatn her conSdence and allection, that I can gradually 
nttoduce the subject, without her perceiving my 
otject 
' " September I4th. — ' Sorrow may endure for a night, 
bntjoy cometb in the morning." Ves, my dear parents, 
1 fiu write of mercies, as well as afflictions. The 
4ld[ cloud, which hung over us, when 1 last wrote, is 
^tpened ; and the sun of prosperity, made mor« 
brilliant by contrast, once more shines upon us. We 
wre Still in Rangoon, and our prospects brighter than 
ever. A few days after mj lest date, a pious captain 
from Bengal otTered us a passage to Calcutta. This 
circumBtonce determined us on going, as Mr. Judson's 
health continued to decline; and we made prepara- 
tions accordingly. The captain, who resided with us, 
dnring his stay in Rsngoon, suggested the itlea of Mr. 
Judson's taking eitercise on horseback every morning 
with him, and for this purpose procured a. horse. 'I'his 
nerciae was at first painful; but, by persevering in 
it, and adopting a more generous diet, he found he 
was not growing worse, as he had iieen for the three 
laat months. Still, however, his disorder appeared 
obstinate, and urged the necessity of a voyage to sen. 
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We bad got every tbing in readiness, even an order 
from liie viceroy, without which no female cau leave 
the country, when we received the joyful intelligence 
that ]Mr. Hough and his fuinily hud arrived in Bengal, 
^nd woulil soon join us at Run goon. 1 immediately 
gave up the iden of going, thongh we stiU thought a 
voyage necessary for Mr, Judson. The vessel, how- 
ever, in which we were to sail, was detained much 
longer than we expected- Duriug this time the dis- 
tressing pain in Mr. Judaon's head was less frequenti 
and, by persevering in his course of exercise and 
cliange of diet, we began to hope that he might be 
restored to bealth, without going to sea, and w 
therefore relinquished the voyage altogether. Hi, 
health is now much better, though be is not abla ti 
«tudy so closely os formerly. 

" The vice-reine has lately been called to Ava; bitt 
the viceroy sliil remoius. 1 regretted her going, on 
several accounts. She had evidently become inuctk 
attached to me. I bad an opportunity of trying the 
sincerity of her friendship at the time we procured aar 
order for going to Bengal. I went to her with a pe- 
tition, which Mr. Judson had written, and, contrary to 
Burman cuatom, appeared without a present. Shi 
was in an inner room, with the viceroy, when 1 pre- 
sented the petition ; and, after hearing it read, she 
said it ahould be granted. She called her secretary, 
and directed him to write an official order, have it re> 
gularly passed through nil the offices, and impressed 
with the royal stamp. I was determined not to leave 
her until I received the order, as it would be very dif» 
ficult to obtain it, unless delivered in her presence. It 
was not long after the order was sent from the govt 
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ment-house, before one of lier nnrter oSicera cnnie in, 
ind told me it would be a long time before my order 
would pass through the several oSices, and that I had 
belter return to my house, and lie would bring it me. 
The viceroy's wife osked me if thnt would answer my 
pnqH>se ! Being perfectly acquainted with the object 
of the man, I replied, that I had had much ansicty on 
account of this order, and, if it was her pleasure I 
preferred waiting for it. She enid it should be as I 
wished, and ordered the man to expedite the business. 
Being ill, she did not leave her room through the day, 
and I had an opportunity of conversing much wiih 
ber. Among other things, she asked what was Mr. 
Judson's object in coming to this country i Before 1 
had time to answer, an elderly woman present, with 
whom I had had coasiderable conversation on the sub- 
ject of religion, replied tfaat 'Mr. Judson had come to 
tell the Surmona of the tnie God,' Sec; and went on 
and rehited all that I bad ever said to her. The vice- 
roy's wife then ^ked me what waa the difference be- 
tween the God I worshipped, and Gaudama ? I had 
begun to tcU her, when one of her people brought in 
a bag of silver. After ahe had given orders respecting 
the money, she wished me to proceed. I had but just 
begim the second time, when two or three members 
flf government came in, and there it ended. My order 
was delivered me towards evening ; and then I made 
her a present, expressed the obligations I was under, 
and bid her good evening. When an order of this kind 
ie procured by the under officers, it costs about twenty- 
five dollars, besides much trouble and perplexity. 

" My health is tolerably good, my time was never so 
completely occupied as at present, and I would not 
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change situations with any person on earth. For a 
month or two paat, I have been employed in writing a 
little Catechism for children, in the liurmaa language. 
It is just completed, and I am teaching it to a few 
children under my care who are learning to read. 

" Thug, my dear parents, I have given you a general 
aceomit of our circutnstances for several months. I 
must now conclude, and prepare my letters to send to 
Calcutta, by the present opportunity. B.est assured 
that this letter leaves us in more comfortable circum- 
stances than we have ever before enjoyed in this place. 
But we need more grace, more humility, and more 
(levotednesa to the cause of God. Da not let a. day 
pass without praying for us." , 

From Mr. Judson to Dr. Staughton, still &rther par- 
ticulars are communicated : 

" Auguni 3d, 1816. — Four months have now elapsed 
since 1 was seized with a nervous affection of my head 
and eyes, which has prevented my making any advance 
in the language, and, the greater part of the time, has 
incapacitated me for even writinga letter. I had fully 
made up my mind to take passage to Bengal with 
Captain Kidd, a pious man, who has been living with 
us for the lost two months, when the news reached ua 
that brother Hough bad arrived in Bengal, and might 
be expected here in a few weeks. 1 consequently con- 
cluded to wait, for the present, and take some future 
opportunity of trying the sea air, and getting some 
medical assistance, without which, I have for some 
time feared I should never be able to apply myself 
again to my studies. Within a few days, however, I 
have felt more relief from the pain and distressing 
weakness of my eyes, than I have known since I was 
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first taken ; and I begin to hope tbat measures I am 
now pursuing will issue in my recovery, without n 
sea voyage, 

"Since the 11th uf lust April, I have not been able 
» read a page in aBurnian book. During this period 
I found that 1 could attend, with less pain, to the 
compilatiou of a fiurman grammar, than to any other 
study. And this I was induced to persevere in, from 
the bojte that, if I was never again able to proEecute 
the study of the language, the knowledge I hud hi- 
tlierto acquired, would not be wholly lost to a suc- 
cessor. The grammar is now completed, and I fully 
intended to forward you a copy by this conveyance j 
but I find that, in my present state, it is impoasible for 
me to transcribe it. All thatlcan do at present, is to 
send you a copy of a Buruian tract, which has been 
chiefly composed during the same period, and which I 
accompany with an English translation. The Burman 
original is pronounced by my teacher and others, not 
only intelligible, hut perspicuous ; and to get this 
printed was one object that I had in view in going to 
Bengal. Brother Hough has, however, just sent round 
a press and types, which are now in the Itangoon river i 
and as he expects to follow himself, the first opportu- 
nity, and, as I have heard, be understands the printing 
business, I hope the time is not far distant when we 
shall have a bit of bread to give lo the starving, pe- 
rishing Burmans around us. 

" It will probably be impossible to keep the press 
long in Rangoon. It will be ordered up to Ava as 
soon as the news of such a curiosity reaches the king's 
ears. Nor is this to be regretted ; under the over- 
ruling providence of God, it may open a wide door to 
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missionary exertions. Two of us would t 
Ava. Bui we could not subsist there, without o 
teriiiediate station at Rangoon. In this view of things, 
it would be very desirohle that another man should be 
found to aecompnny brother Rice. If I should say 
two men with brother Rice, as I wish to do, it might 
appear inconsistent with something I wrote a 
ago. However, the press and a station at Ava, quite 
alter the circumstances. I have been led to think ant 
inquire more about Ava of late, by a report that is ir 
circulation, that I am soon to be ordered up to Ave 
myself, .\nd the more I think of it, the more I am 
inclined to believe that it is the way in which the gos- 
pel is to be introduced into this empire. 

" The British Baptists have made a noble beg-ianiug 
in Western India. It remains for American Baptist 
to make an a^empt on the Eastern side. As for 
myself, I fear 1 shall prove only a pioneer, a 
little in preparing the way for others. But, t 
am, I feel devoted to the work, and, with the grace of 
God, and the help of the Society, am resolved t 
aevere to the eud of my life." 

A letter of the same date, to Mr. Rice, will shew 
what considerations prevented discouragement under 
such circumstances : 
, " If any ask what success I meet with among the 
natives ? tell them to look at Otaheite, wber 
missionaries laboured nearly twenty years, and, not , 
meeting with the slightest success, began to be neg- 
lected by uU the Christian world, and the very name of 
Otaheite was considered a shame to the cause of mia- 
aions ; but now the blessing begins to descend. Tell 
them to look at Bengal also, where Dr. Thomas bdA 
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been labouring seventeen years, that is, from 1783 lo 
1800, before the Brst uouverl, Krishnoo, witsbuptized, 
When a few converts are once made, things move on. 
Bui it requires a much longer time than I have been 
here, to make a Brst impression on a heathen peojile, 
If they ask again what ]>rospect of ultimate success is 
there i tell them, as much as that there is an Almighty 
and faithfiil God, who will perform his promises, — and 
no more. If this does not satisfy them, beg tbem to 
let me stay and make the attempt, and let you come, 
and to g^ve us our bread ; or, if they are unwilling Co 
risk their bread on such a forlorn hope, as has nothing 
hut the word of God to sustain it, beg of ihem, at 
least, not to prevent ulhert from giviog us breud. 
And if we live some tweflty or thirty years, they may 
hear from us again. 

" I have already written many things home about 
Raogoon. This climate is good, better than auy other 
pnrt of the East. But it is a most wretched place. 
Missionnries must not calculate on the least comfort, 
but what they find in one another, and in their work. 
However, if a ship was lying in the river, ready to 
convey me to any part of the world I should choose, 
and that too with the entire approbation of all my 
Christian friends, I should not, for a moment, hesitate 
on remaining. This is an immense field; and, since 
the Serampore missionaries have left it, it seems 
wholly thrown on the hands of the Americana. If we 
desert it, the blood of the Burmans will be required of us! 

" In encouraging young men to come out as mis- 
sionaries, do use the greatest caution. One wrong- 
beaded, conscientiously obstinate man, would ruin us. 
Humble, quiet, persevering men ; men of sound. 
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sterluig talents^ of decent aecomplislunents^ and some 
natural aptitude to acquire a language ; men of an 
amiable^ yielding temper, willing to take the lowest 
place, to be the least of all, and the servant of all i 
men who enjoy much closet religion, who live near to 
Gody and are willing to suffer all things for Christ's 
sake, without being proud of it ^ — these are the men 
we need." 

On the 15th October, 1816, we had the happiness 
of welcoming to our lonely habitation, our friends, 
Mr. and Mrs. Hough, who were sent out by the same 
Board under whose patronage we then were. After a 
seclusion from all society for three years, it was no 
common gratification to meet again with Christian 
friends, from our dear native country. Our missionary 
prospects also began to brighten, and to wear a laofe 
encouraging aspect than ever before. Mr. Judson's 
health was much improved ; a grammar was prepared ' 
to assist^ Mr. Hough in the acquirement of the lan« 
guage ', the first tract ever written in Burman^ relative 
to the true God, was ready for printing, and a press, 
types, and printer were at hand to execute it, Mr. 
Hough immediately applied to the study of the Ian* 
s:uage> and, in a very short time, obtained such a 
knowledge of the character as enabled him to put id 
operation the first printing press ever set up in the 
Burman empire. — The following joint letter, from 
Messrs. Hough and Judson, was written soon after 
the arrival of the former : 

" Rangoon, November 7th, 1816, — ^It is with peculiar 
satisfaction that we are, at length, enabled to address 
a letter to the Board, in a joint capacity. We had a 
joyful meeting in this place, on the 15th ult. Mr. 
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Hough has settled in one part of the mission house ; 
and we are now united, both as a church of Christ, 
and as a mission society. Our regulations, on the lat- 
ter point, we here submit to the Board. It will be 
evident; at first sight, that these regulations have a 
prospectiTe' view, and are framed somewhat differently 
from what tliey would have been, had we not expected 
that our number would soon be enlai^ed. But we 
hope the time is not far distant, when they will 
receive the signatures of others also. 

^' It is true that one of us remained about three 
years in this place, without uttering any Macedonian 
cries. But, we apprehend, that the time is now come, 
when it is consistent with the strictest prudence to lift 
op our voice, and say. Come over the ocean and 
help us. 

" By a residence of three years in this country, 
many doubts, which at first occurred, are removed } 
and many points concerning the practicability of a 
mission, and the prospect of success, are ascertained. 
We cannot now enter much into detail ; but we desire 
to jsay, that we see the mission established in this land. 
We unite in opinion, that a wide door is set open for 
the introduction of the religion of Jesus into this 
great empire. We have at present no governmental 
interdict to encounter, and no greater obstacles than 
such as oppose the progress of missionaries in every 
heathen land. It appears to us (and may it so appear 
to our fathers and brethren) that God, in removing 
the English mission from this place, and substituting 
in their stead an American mission, is 'emphatically 
cillkig on the American churches to compassionate 
the -poor Burmans, and to send their silver, and their 
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gold, and their young men, to this eastern part of the ' 
world, to the help of the Lord against the mighty. I 

" It is ivith great pleasure that we announce the 
valuable preBent of a press and Burman types, made 
us by the Serampore brethren. We are now closmg- 
in a room, for a temporary printing office i and hope, 
rery soon, to issue a g'ospel tract, which has been in 'i 
readiness some time ; and which is intended to give 
the heathen around us some idea of the way of salva- 
tion through the Lord Jesus Christ. But we cannot 
move one step in the way of printing without money. 
We therefore beg an immediate appropriation, not 
only to liquidate the expenses already incurred, but to 
enable us to proceed in this all- important part of our 
work. The accounts of the mission press, we propose 
to keep distinct ; and they shall be transmitted, toge* 
ther with the accounts of the mission. ' 

" We know not how long the press will be per- 
mitted to remain in Rangoon ; we should not, how- 
ever, deprecate its removal to Ava. Such a measure 
would, doubtless, tend to the furtherance of the cause, 
and the introduction of religion into the very heart of 
the ecupire, where Satan's seat is. But, in this case, 
more men, and more money, would be imperiously 
demanded ; and, we trust, that the patronage of the 
Board will not fail in these necessary points. We 
desire, humbly, to repeat to the Board, what the first 
missionaries from the Itaptiat Society in England said 
to their friends, when on the point of embarkation in 
the great work, which seems destined to illuminate 
Western India with the light of the gospel i ' We 
are,' said they, ' like men going down into a well j 
you stand at the top, and hold the ropes. Do not 
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DS&U.' Hold tis up, brethren and fulfaers; and, if 
health and life be spared us, we hope, through the 
grace of Goil, to see Eastern Intliit also beginning to 
^rticipate in the same glorious ligbt. Many years 
may intervene in the latter, ss well as the former 
cneej many difliculties and disappointments may try 
pUT foith and ours. But let patience have her perfect 
work ; let us not be weary of well doing ; for, in due 
time we eball reap, if we faint not." 

A letter written by Mr. Hough, Febmary 20tb, 
1817> contains some interesting particulars relative to 
the mission -, and also describes the Burman mode of 
burying the priests : 

" I could not, before I came here, form any idea 
how my time would be occupied, after I should be- 
come engaged in the work for which 1 came hither ; 
and, therefore, made promises to write more, aiid 
oftener, than I fear 1 shall be able to do. I often think 
how bappy I should be, could I step into your house, 
or you into ours, and spend a few hours in telling you 
all my mind ; how 1 feel, and what I want to be done 
for these poor Burmans. But while this pleasure ie 
denied nie, there is a hope constantly administering to 
my mind a sweet consolation, that we shall see each 
other in a better • house not made with hands.' Such 
a hope as this I would not exchange for any considera- 
don -, no, not even for the felicity of meeting all my 
friends again in this world. Since 1 have been here, 
I have felt, in a good degree, assured that I am in the 
path of doty. I am in a work with which my soul is 
delighted, My spiritual enjoyments seem much to 
ibare increased, and I am enabled to look ibrwaril, 
wHh an increased conQdence, to the end of this, and 
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to another existence. I am not, however, free from a , 
state of uncertainty on the subject of vny own aali 
tion ; yet] on aelf- examination, my heart appears to , 
have its hold oa Divine truth strengthened ; and, sur- 
rounded with objects of human kind, in a most lament- 
able state of religious debasement, it is impossible for > 
not to esteem the precious gospel of the grace of 
God, as the richest source of saered consolation. 
can say truly, I had no idea of a state of heathenism 
before I saw it. A warm-hearted Christian in America 
would think that a poor miserable idolater would leap 
for joy i^t the message of grace. But it is not so in 
Burmah — 

" Here Satnn binds their CHptive minds 
Past in his slavisb chains." 

" The few with whom brother Judson has con- 
\ versed, since I have been here, appear inaccessible to 
' truth. They sit unaffected, and go away unimpressed ; 
with what they have heard. They are unconvinced by 
arguments, and unmoved by love ; and the coover- , 
sion of a Burman, or even the excitement of a thought , 
towards the truth, must and will be a sovereign act of 
Divine power. We long to see that act of power dis- 
played ; even one instance would fill us with joy. 

" Brother Judson has never yet been abroad to 
preach. He has appUed himself constantly to the study 
of the language, with a view to the translation of 
the New Testament. We both concur in the opinion, , 
that, before preaching be undertaken, to any consider- ^ 
able degree, some portion of the Scriptures should be 
in circulation. 

" The Burmans, when any thing is said to them on 
ft the subject of divine truth, inquire for our holy books ; 
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and it is a pleaaiog fact, that scarcely a Burman, with 
the exception of females, is incapable of reading. 
Besides, during the progress of translation, many the- 
ological terms, appropriate to the different branches 
of doctrine, may be familiarly acquired, and their use 
established ; which, without nitich eon si deration, 
might be erroneously employed, and thus wrong ideas 
conveyed. Having, therefore, press and types here, 
we cannot, conscientiously, withliold from this people 
the precious oracles of God. This opinion lias in- 
fluenced us to issue, as soon as preparations could 
possibly be made, two small tracts — one a Summary 
of Christian Doctrine, and the other a C^atechism. 
The one I was enabled to print the latter part of the 
last. Bad the other the first of the present month — a 
copy of each I send you. By them you will see how 
much we need a new fount of types ; many of the 
letters are almost illegible. These two little tracts are 
tbe first printing ever done in Burmab ; and it is a 
feet, grateful to every Cliristian feeling, that God has 
reserved the introduction of this art here, for his own 
use. 

" Having bee.n hitherto employed for the most part 
of the time in a printing-office, it has been impossible 
for me to make those advances towards an attainment 
of the language, that I have desired, and that others 
wise would have been the ease. While my progress 
is necessarily slow in acijuiring the language, I am 
comforted under the reflection, that my employment 
is of that kind which will rather assist, than retard my 
advance, and that, without two or tbreeyear's study, I 
■ can be instrumental in conveying the knowledge of 
everlasting lifeto the Burmans, I am now thankful 
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for that Divine direction of my earlier years, which 
placed me in my honoured father's office, to acquire 
knoTvledgeof a bueiness, which it was impossible for 
me then to imagine would be applied to that use, in 
which I hope it ia, on the other aide of the globe, 
amongst the heathen." 

A few extracts from Mr. Hough's journal will close 
this tetter : 

" When a priest dies, he has peculiar honoura paid 
him. Several montha since, a neighbouring priest 
died, or returned, for the Burmans think it undignified 
to say that a priest dies; his body was immediately 
wrapped up in tar and wax; holes were perforated 
through his feet, and some distance up the legs, into 
which one end of a hollow bamboo was iuaerted, and 
the other fixed in the ground ; the body wna then 
pressed and squeezed, so that its fluids were forced 
down through the legs, and conveyed off by means of 
the bamboos ; iu this state of preservation the body 
has been kept. For some days past, preparations 
have been making to burn this sacred relic, and to-day 
it has passed off in fumigation ! We all went to see i^ 
and returned sorry that we had spent our time to so 
little profit. On four wheels was erected a kind of 
stage, or tower, about twelve or fifteen feet bigb, 
ornamented with paintings of different colours and 
figures, and small mirrors. On the top of this was 
constructed a kind of balcony, in which was situated 
the coffin, decorated with small pieces of glass, of 
different hues, and the corpse, half of which was 
visible above the edge of the coffin, entirely covered 
with gold leaf. Around the tower and balcony were 
fixed several bamboo poles, covered with red dotb. 
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dlsjStaying red flo^ at their ends, and small umbrellas, 
glittering with spangles ; among wLich was one larger 
&na the others, covered with gold leaf, shading the 
corpse from the sun. Around the upper part of the 
balcon.y was sutpeniled a curtain of white gauze, 
about a cubit in width, the lower edge of which was 
hong round with small pieces of isinglass i above the 
whole was raised a lofty quadrangular pyramid, gra- 
duating into a spire, constructed in a light manner, of 
split bamboo, covered with small figures, cut out of 
white cloth, and waving to and fro, for some distance, 
ID the air. The whole, from the ground to the lop of 
the spire, might measure fifty feel. This curious 
stmctore, with some living priests upon it, was drawn 
half a mile by viomen and boys, delighted with the 
tport, and in the midst of a large concourse of shout- 
ing and joyous spectators. On their arrival at the 
place of burning, ropes were attached to the hind end 
of the car, and a whimsical sham contest, by adverse 
pulling, was for some time maintained, one party 
seemingly indicating a reluctance to have the precious 
corpse burned. At length, the foremost party pre- 
vailed, and the body must be reduced to ashes ! Amidst 
tiiii, there were load shoutings, clapping of hands, 
the sound of drums, of tinkling and wind instruments, 
and a most disgusting exhibition of female dancing, 
but no weeping or wailing. The Tehicte was taken 
tfl pieces, the most valuable parts of which were 
preserved, and the body consumed. 

" Although the Burmans have every motive, ac- 
cording to their system of religion, to practise good 
works, yet no people can be worse. Their religious 
motivea are wholly inadequate to the production of 
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any good, or to maintain private and public moralityi 
It may be said of the Burman, as of every other pngan 
religion, there is no power in it to make men better, 
and its best precepts are no criterion, by which to 
judge of the moral character of its devotees. The 
BurmaaB are subtle^ thievish, mercenary, addicted to 
robbery anil fraud ; truth and honesty are nut kaown 
among them as virtues. They are excessively prone 
to gambling and sporting. 

" The government of the country is in the will of the 
sovereign, who considers his subjects as slaves ; ia 
abort, every person coming into the conntry reports 
himself ' the king s most willing slave.' The viceroy 
of Rangoon acts with a power limited only by tha 
king. [le punishes crimitiaU with severity. The 
mildest manner of suffering death is to have the head 
taken oW, which is done with a large knife, and at one 
Btroke. Reprieves from extreme desert, however, are 
often purchased with money i but when a malefactop 
is destitute of friends and money, he dies witfaont 
mercy, > 

" January 261/i. — For some time past, it has been 
discovered that a gang of persons have been digging 
under some of the pagodas, to possess themselves of 
whatever treasures are deposited beneath them, and a 
few days since, four persons were apprehended in the" 
act. They were condemned to death. One of the 
servants came in this afternoon, and infonned me be 
bad been to see them executed. 

" Brother Judson and myself immediiitely hastened 
to the place. It was a most shocking scene ! Four 
Burmans were fastened to a higb fence, first by tb« 
hair of the head and neck, tbeir arms were then ao» 
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tended horizontally, as far as they could be stretched 

withottt dislocation^ and a cord tied tight around 

them 5 their thighs and legs were then tied in their 

aatural position; they were ripped open from the 

lowest to tBe highest -extremity of the stomach, and 

their yitals and part of their bowels were Imnging out ; 

large gashes were cut in a downward di^ecftion on their 

sides and thighs, so as to bare the ribs and thigh 

bones : one, who I suppose was more guilty than the 

' rest, had an Iron instrument thrust side-long through 

the breast, and part of his vitals pushed oat in the 

opposite direction. I'hns, with the under jaw fedlen, 

their eyes open and fixed, naked, excepting a small 

doth round the middle, they hung dead. 

^ February 7^^— *This afternoon- we heard that seven 
men were carried to the place of execution. We went 
to witness the affecting scene. On our arrival there, 
we beard the report of. a gun^ and lck>king about, ~we 
saw a man tied to a tree, and six others sitting on the 
, ground with their hands tied behind them. Observing 
the man at the tree, we saw a circular figure painted 
on his stomach, about three inches in diameter, for a 
inark to shoot at, for he was to die in this way. At 
tiiat moment, there was another discharge of a 
nmsket ; but the shot again missed ; a third and fourth 
time he was fired at, but without effect. At every shot 
there was a loud peal of laughter from the surrounding 
spectators. He was then loosed from the tree, and a 
messenger sent to the governor, who returned with a 
reprieve. His younger brother, who vms one of the 
seven, was then tied to the tree. The first shot slightly 
touched his arm ; the second struck him in the heart, 
and he instantly expired) at the same moment, the 
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Temaiaing five, each at one blow, were beheaded. ^ 
saw B man put his foot on one of the trunks, and press 
it with as little feeling as one would tread upoi 
beast. Their bodies were then dragged along on 1 
ground a short distance, and their heads taken op by 
the hair and removed. The two brothers, when c( 
demned to die, requested to be shot, asking, at the 
same lime, to be pardoned if the fourth shot shanid 
miss. The elder brother was therefore spared, while 
the fate of the other was more lamentable. The s' 
perstitious Burmans suppose, from the circumstance 
of the request of the two brothers, and the escape of 
the elder one, that some charm prevented his death. 
The crimes of these poor creatures were various. One 
had been digging under a pagoda, another had stabbed 
a woman, but bad not killed her ; the others, as nearly 
as we can learn, were robbers. 

" February Stk.- — We learn! to-day, that llie w 
who was yesterday reprieved, has twice before, for his 
evil conduct, been, carried to the place of execution i) 
other places, and shot at, sis times each, without 
being hit. He is now considered to be a wonderful 
man, and that a, bullet cannot prove him mortal. Being 
asked how he became a robber ? he replied, because 
he had not been made governor, or raised above the 
grade of the common people. He is now raised l< 
high rank among the governor's attendants. Thus, my 
dear brother, it can he truly said, that Eurmans ar* 
politically and morally wretched ; but we know t 
Lord is able to bring to pass a reformation among 
them. Surrounded by such a people, we continually 
feel our situation dangerous, and our security is only 
in the providence of God. Who would not pity the 
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BormaDS, viewing them as described in the alx>ve 
letter ^ We feel assared of the continuatioD of your 
prayers for their comrersion, and our suocess." 

I remain, my dear Sir, 
Very affectionately and respeetfdlly, 

A.H.J. ^ 



LETTER VI. 

fialtimonne, DeMmVei*, 1822. 



MY DBAS 8IBj 



I TRUST you will not be discouraged, and think our 
letters tedious, while following us through those years 
of darkness. You perceive that our prospects were 
gradually brightening ; that a vast difference existed 
between our circumstances, in the years 1818 and 
1817> though there had been no real converlKons. One 
dark cloud, however, was suffered to rise, so threaten*^ 
ing in af^earance as nearly, to annihilate our' roost 
Relished hopes ; yet it proved only the harbinger of 
a brighter day. Previously to these gloomy appear* 
ances, a few letters were written, respecting our in<» 
crearingly encouraging prospects, which shall here be 
inserted. In March, 1817> Mr. Judson wrote the fol- 
lowing letter to the Corresponding Secretary of the- 
Biptist Board of Missions : 

'^ Since the beginning of this year, we have printed* 
two tvikcts; the one a view of the Christian religion«i^ 
seven pages,- one thousand -copies; the other a cafee* 
chiaiD^ of six pages, 15hno. three thousand copiea. 
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After which, finding we had pa]ier snfiicieDt for aiij 
edition of eight hundred copies of Si. Matthew, 
concluded to undertake this one gospel, by way o|( 
trial, and a9 introductory to a larger edition of the, 
whole New Testament. I am now translating the* 
eleventh chapter, and ia the printing room the third 
^alf sheet is setting up. 

" Having premised thus much concerning the< 
present posture of our affairs, I proceed to mention,! 
the circumstances which tnctuced me to take up inj{ 
pen ut this time. 1 have this day been visited hy the.) 
jimt inquirer after religion, that I have seen in Burmatt, 
For, although in the course of two years, I have^ 
preached the gospel to many, and though some have- 
visited lue several limes, and conversed on the eubjecti 
of religion ; yet I have never had much reason to* 
believe that their visits originated in a spirit of sincere^ 
inquiry. Conversations on religion have always bee% 
of my proposing ; and though 1 have sometimes been; 
encouraged to hope that truth had made some isati 
pressioD, never, until to-day, have 1 met with one whoj 
was fairly entitled to the epithet of Inijuirer. 4 

"As I was sitting with my teacher, as usual, a Bur^| 
man of respectable appearance, and followed by «){ 
servant, cauie up the steps, and sat down hy me, i 
asked hiui the usual <|uestion, where he came from H 
to which he gave me no explicit reply ; and 1 began 
-to suspect that he had come from the government"' 
house, to enforce a trifling recjuest, which, in thai 
morning we had declined. He soon, however, undev. 
ceived and astonished me, by asking, " How long %\ 
time will it take me to learn the religion of Jesus J '^ 
1 replied, that such a question coulrl not be answeredc 
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If God gave light nnd wisdom, the religion of JeaiiS^ I 
ITU soon learnt ; but witbout God, a man might study* I 
sU his life long, and make no proficiency. But how,'' I 
MDlinued I, came you to know any thing of Jesus t 
Hire you been here before ? ' No." Have you seen^ '. 
BBy writings concerning Jesus ! ' I have seen twd*j 
lillle books.' Who is Jesus > 'He is the Son of God;'^ 
who, pitying creatures, came into this world, imd suf- 
fered death in their stead." Who is God ! ' He is 
Bdng without beginning or enil, who is not subject ' 
Wold age or death, but always is.' I cannot tel! how ' 
Ifelt at this moment. This was the tirst acknowledge- 
coent of an eternal God, that I hod ever heanl from 
the lipa of a Burman. I handed him a. tract and 
ntechlsm, both of which he instantly recognised, and 
n*d here and there, making occasional remarks i 
follower, such as, 'This is the true God— this i 
ri^t way,' &c. I now tried to tell him some thing! 
ibottt God and Christ, and himself j but he did not '- 
listen with much attention, and seemed anxious only 
to get another book. 1 bad already told him two or 
Iliree times that I had finished no ether book ; but, 
that in two or three months, I would give him a larger 
one, which I was now daily employed in translating. 
' But,' replied he, ' have you not a little of that book 
done, which you will graciously give me now ? ' And* 
I, beginning to think that God's time was better than^ 
aan's, folded and gave him the two first half sheets," 
which contain the first five chapters of St. Matthew ; 
on which he instantly rose, as if his business wds all'* 
done; and having received an invitation to come"' 
agnin, took leave. Throughout his short stay, he ap"''" 
peared different from any Burman I have met with.' 
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more decisive. There are about five humlred Baptist - 
chnrcbes in Great Britain, trhich avei'age about one 
huiidTed members eacb. There are two thousand in 
America, which average nearly the same. Behold 
Ireland, also, almost as deslitutp as South America, 
And suppose the British should say, This is the proper 
province of our missionary exertions. Let us leave 
Asia and Airica to the Americans, and ' not send our 
young mf n to the antipodes,' " 

The following letter, dated August, 1817, to a young 
lady, a friend of mine, who had often encouraged me 
in my contemplated undertaking, may not be wholly 
destitnte of interest -. 

" When I left my native country, my dear Mary, 
my anguish was mitigated, my tears were dried, bjr 
the consideration that I there left^niany congenial souls, 
who; though prevented accompanying me, would assist 
itie by their prayers, encourage and animate me by 
their letters, and keep alive the missionary spark u 
my soul, by their constant assurances that I was not 
alone, but at all times aided und supported by them. 

" It is now four years that we have resided in tbia 
country ; and, though no liurman bns renounced idola* 
try and embraced the religion of Christ, yet the seett '. 
is beginning to be scattered, which may spring up and . 
bear fruit in some future time. Burmah pryseata a 
field for vast, unbounded usefulness ! But neither 
revelation, nor the experience of ages, warrants u 
expect immediate success. What nation has changed 
its gods in a day 1 What nation, so for advanced ill 
civilisation as the Burman, has renounced its systeqi 
of religion at the first mention of a new 
aie not to look for miracles ; but we are warranted ta ' 
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expect the accomplishment of those ends, which God, 
in bis wise providence, has connected with a. steady, 
persevering; use of means. We ure firmly persuaded 
that the country of Burmah will evenluidly become 
Christian — that the way is now preparing, the seed 
sowing ; but how long before the harvest will be ripe, 
ve leave far God tu determine. 

" It has been Mr. Judson's object to get well 
grounded in the iangua^, and to do some preparatory 
work, for the benefit of future missionaries before he 
made a formal disclosure of his design to the king. 
We have not, by any means, taken pains to keep our 
object secret. On the contrary, we have improved 
every opportunity to communicate religious truth to 
diose Burmans who have visited at the mission bouse. 
This we have considered as the path of present duty. 

" Since Mr. Hough's arrival, be has printed a tract 
af considerable length, being a view of the Christian 
religion, which Mr. Judson bad previously composed ; 
ud also a small catechism for children, and' St. Mat- 
thew's gospel. These are in circulation, and are well 
ODderstood by those who read them. Many have 
called at the mission bouse, to inquire more particu- 
larly into the new religion. But we have-frequently 
obaerved, in these inquirers, a fear lest others should 
discover their inclination to inquire. Sometimes, when 
two or three intimate friends have been seriously 
engaged in conversing on religious subjects, if others, 
with whom they were not acquainted, called at the 
tame time, they would be silent, and take tbeir leave. 
'nuB makes us feel the importance of trying to obtain 
file patronage of government. In a few months, 
Mn Judson will complete a dictionary of the Burman 
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; after which, he will, perhaps, go up to 
Ava, the residence of the king. 

" If we were convinced of the importance of Jiiis- 
Biona before we left our native rnuntry, we now see 
atul feel their importance, aa well as their practica- 
bility ! We could then picture to ourselves the miser- 
able fiituution of heathen natious ; but we now see a 
whole populous empire, rational and immortal like 
ourselves, sunk in the grossest idolatry ; given up to 
follow the wicked inclinations of their depraved hearts, 
.entirely destitute of any real principle, or the least 
spark of true benevolence. Let those who plead the 
native innocence and purity of heathen nations, visit 
Burmah. The system of religion here has no power 
over the heart, or restraint on the passions. Though 
it forbids, on pain of many years' suffering in hell, 
theft, and falsehood, yet I presume to say, there is not 
a single Burman in the country, who, if he had a good 
. opportunity, without danger of detection, would hesi- 
tate to (to either. Though the religion inculcates 
benevolence, tenderness, forgiveness of injuries, and 
love of enemies — though it forbids sensuality, love of 
pleasure, and attachment to worldly objects, yet it is, 
destitute of power to produce the former, or subdue 
the latter, in its votaries. In short, the Burman sys- 
tem of religion is like an alabaster image, perfect and 
beautiful in all its parts, but destitute of life. Besides 
being destitute of life, it provides no atonement for 
sin. Here, also, the gospel triumphs over this and 
every otlier religion in the world. This is the grand 
difference — this makes the gospel 'good news' in- 
deed, to the heavy laden and sin-sick soul. 

" My dear Mary, how precious does Christ appear. 
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when converaiDg with these Burmans, anil how de- 
sirous is one to open their blind eyes, that they may 
behold his predousness ! But this ie the prerogative 
of God alone ; end if he has any dear chihiren here, 
an]' chosen ones, ^vho3e nunies are written in the 
' Lamb's book of life, from tlie foundation of the 
world," he will open their eyes, 1ir will show them hie 
glory, he will compel them to eome in. 

" How interested you would be, coulil you meet 
with my little society of females, on the Sabbath. 
foterested, I say — yes, you would be interested, if it 
were only from this circumstance, that these poor 
idolaters enjoy the means of grace, and sit under the 
sonod of the gospel. I have generally fifteen or 
twenty. They are attentive while I read the Scrip- 
tures, and endeavour to teach them about God. One 
of them tohl me, the other day, that she could not 
think of giving up a religion which her parents, 
gnind -parents, &c. &c. had embraced, and accepting 
a new one of which they had never heard. I asked 
her if she wished to go to hell, because her progeni- 
tors had gone there ? She replied. If, witli all her 
offerings and good works on her head, (speaking in 
ihdr idiom,) she must go to hell, then let her go. I 
told ber, if she went to hell, after having heard of the 
Saviour, her very relations would contribute to tor- 
ment and upbraid her, for her rejection of that Saviour 
of whom they had never heard, and that even she her- 
' Wlf would regret her folly wheu^it was too late. If 
I do, ^d she, I will then cry out to you to be my 
intercessor with your God, who will certainly not 
refuse you, Anotlier told me, that she did believe in 
Chiisi, and prayed to him every day. I asked her if 
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ihe also believed in Gundama, and prayed to liim. 
replied, she worshipped them both. I hove several 
times had my hopes and expectations raised, by the 
apparent seriousness of severitL females, as Mr. Judso 
has in regard to several men ) but their goodness has 
been like the morning cloud and early dew, which soon 
pass away. Four or Hve children have committed the 
catechism lomemory.and often repeal it to each other." 
The following letter describes some of the offerings 
made by the Burmans at their festivals, and also coa-* 
tains a description of the celebrated pagoda at Rangoon : 
^ . " Five years have passed away, since I took the last 
view of my dear native land ; since I bid the 
iarewell to our little Bradford circle. But the parting 
jjanga are not forgotten ; the wounds which were then 
^ade, often, to thb day, open and bleed afresh. 
now realize what we so nften anticipated, the trials 
and privations, the pleasures and enjoyments, incident 
to the wife of a missionary among the heathen. 

" I now behold with my eyes that idolatry, infatua- 
tion, and delusion, the very recital of which has so 
often affected the hearts, and ex.cited the fervent 
prayers of our little society, when surrounding the 
social attar for prayer and praise, in our native town. 
And I must say, ' my ej'e affecteth my heart ; ' for I 
cannot but weep luid mourn over the deluded multi- 
tude who are this day collected in immense crowds, to 
offer that homuge and adoration to an idol, which it 
due to God alone. ^ 

" This is the season for the great feast of Gaudama. 
It commenced yesterday, and is to continue for tbrep 
days. It is observed all over the country ; but I pre" 
aume the multitude collected in this place is in 
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greater tfaan at any otber, excepting Ava. Priests and 
people come iu boats, from a great distance, to worship 
it the pagoda in this place, which is supposed to con- 
nia a relic of Gaudama. The viceroy, on these days, 
■oes out in all the pomp tind splendoor possible, 
dressed and ornamented with all his insignia of office, 
attended by the members of government and the com- 
mon people. After kneeliog and worshipping at the 
pBgoda, they generally spend the day in amusements, 
such as bosing, dancing, singing, theatrical exhibi- 
tions, and fire-works. Most of the older people spend 
the night at the pagoda, and listea to the instructions 
of the priests. 

" Great and expensive offerings are made at this 
season. One last year, presented by a member of 
gpvprnment, cost three thousand ticals, or twelve 
hundrrd dollars. It was a kind of portable pagoda, 
made of bamboo and paper, richly ornamented with 
■gold leaf and paintings. It was a hundred feet in 
height, and the circumference of its base about fifty. 
Half way up its height, was a man ludicrously dressed, 
nith a mask on his face, white wings on his shoulders, 
and artificial finger nails, two inches in length, ; 
posture of dancing. This offerin 
sixty men, preceded by a band of n 
by the officer who niade it, and his 
ings presented at this festival are vd 
ficial trees, the branches and twige of which are filled 
with cups, bowls, handkerchiefs, and garments of all 
descriptions ; these are given to the slaves attached to 
the pagoda, who, the week following, have something 
like a feir to dispose of their offerings. 

''Ihe pagoda, to which such multitudes resortj ts 
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one of the largest and most sp lend ed in the empire. 
To give nn accurate description of liiis noble edifice, 
-requires an abler pen tliati mine; am! perhaps a better 
.one, of its construction and dimensiona, cannot be 
.given, than that which has already been presented to 
the public by Colonel Synies, of a similar pagoda at 
-Pegue, The beauty and variety of its tkppendages, 
'ihowever, are far superior. . After havbg ascended the 
'flight of steps, a hirge gate opens, when a wild, fairy 
■Bcene is abruptly presented to view. It reseoables 
' more the descriptions tve sometimes have in novels, of 
• enchanted castles, or ancient abbeys in ruins, than.ai^y 
thing we ever meet in real life. The ground is com- 
■pletely covered with a variety of ludicrous objects, 
' "which meet the eye in every direction, interspersed 
with the banyan, cocoa-nut and toddy trees. Here 
and there are large open buildings, containing huge 
images of Gautkmit ; some in a sitting, some in a 
Bleeping position, surrounded by images of priests and 
attendants, in the act of worship, or hstening to his 
instructions. Before the image of Gaudania, are 
erected small altars, on which offerings of fruit, 
flowers, 8cc. are laid. Large images of elephants, 
lions, angels and demons, together with a. number of 
indescribable objects, assist in filling the picturesque 

" The ground on which this pagoda is situated, cchji- 
mands a view of the surrounding country, which pre- 
I eents one of the most beautiful landscapes in natuie. 
"' The polished spires of the pagodas, glistening among 
■■ the trees at a distance, appear like the steeples of 
meeting-houses in our American sea-ports. The 
- dant appearance of the country, the hills and valleys, 
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pond* aail rivers, Uie banks of which aie cover«4 with 
cdde, and .fields of rice $ each^ in their turn^ attract 
the eye,, and .oanse the beholder to exckdm, *Wbb this 
delighted coimtry made to be the residence of idolaters ? 
Aite those glittering spires, which in consequence 
«f assodation of ideas, recai to mind so many anir 
malting ^aensations, but the monuments of idolatry?* 
.O, my friend.! sc^nea like these, productive of feeling^ 
so 'Various -and opposite, do, notwithstanding, fire the 
soul with an unconquerable desire to make, an effort to 
rescue this people from destruction, and lead them to 
4be Rock- that is higher than they. We feel strongly 
enaouraged to hope, (though our present prospects are 
Boc very flattering,) through the prayers and interces^ 
(Sions of our dear American friends, that this rural, 
4hls delightful, country, will one day be inhabited by 
the friends of Jesus ; and that houses will be raised 
fnr his -worship, on the ruins of these idolatrous mo- 

auments/' 

I remain^ my dear Sir, 

Very affectionately and respectfully. 

A. XI* J. 



LETTER Vn, 

Baltimore, December, 1822. 
JIT DSAB SIR, 

. -Xoua far had the misaon advanced, thus encouraging 
:., WSR our prospects, when the combination of a variety 
.. .if eSreumstances induced Mr. Jpdson to take a .voya^ 

•fd'Sea. A tract, catechism,.alid St. Matthew's gospel. 
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were printed in the flurnoan langriage, aoil had begun 
to be in circulation. Mr. JuUson was now desirous to 
commence, in a more public manner than ever before, 
tile preaching of the gospel ; at the same time he felt 
the importance of making a beginning' in a way the 
least calculated to excite the predudicea of the natives. 

" He had heard of the conversion of several Arra- 
kttnese, who were residing in Chitta^ng, a port be- 
longing to the government of the Honourable East 
India Company, and which is only ten days sail from 
Rangoon. To obtain one of these native convertSi 
\Tho spoke the Buroian language, to assist in his first 
public com muni cations, and to improve his health, 
which was evidently on the decline, were two prin- 
cipal objects Mr. Judson bad in view, in embarking 
for Chi ttagong, in a vessel which was expected to return 
immediately. 

For the first two months after his departure, the 
mission remained much in the same state. Some io- 
tcreating events occurred, as stated in tbe following 
letter to the Rev. Dr. Baldwin: 

"January ISlh. — Yours of March 28th, together 
with magazines, &c. I had the pleasure of receiving a 
month ago ; and, as Mr. Judson is absent, and a good 
opportunity of sending to Bengal offers, 1 cannot deny 
myself the gratification of writing. Mr. Judson em- 
barked for Chittagong, live weeks ago, and expects to 
be absent three months only. 

" 'llie mission is nearly in the same state as wfasa 
Mr. Judson last wrote. His dictionary was neaily 
completed, after which he intended, either to go to 
Ava, or to commence preaching in a more public maa- 
ner than ever before. Our hopes have frequently been 



r^ed by the geriaus a|i|]eariince of sonie of the Uur- 
mans, bul none have yet heartily embraced the religion 
of Jesus, and beconte his disciples. My litlle fema^ 
mwting is still encouraging ; between twenty aad 
thirty attend every Sabbath. They sometimes hear 
vilh apparent attention, aoinetimes ask pertinent ques- 
lions, and some of them say they worship the true 
Goil only, and have left uET going to the pagodas to 
fforship. But how much tniih iberc is in these asser- 
tions time alone will determine, 

"Last Sabbath, after reading and conversing ss 
nnul, I told them of the anxiety of Cbriatians in Aiue- 
ricn for their conversion, of the formation of societies, 
the contributions of the poor, and the earnest and fer< 
vent prayers, which were continually ascending on 
tbelr account. The tears come into the eyes of soiit« 
of them, who feelingly said, ' And do they indeed do 
W nmch for us ? ' But the Bunnana, in general, ' ai« 
■■d'On their idols )' they are not, like professed Cbria- 
tjnk in America, partly engaged in religion, and partly 
in the world; but their w/ia^ souls seem engaged io 
idolati; ; they evidence at once that they believe what 
they assert. Even at this moment, while writing, my 
«n are almost stuimed with the noise and confusion 
Kcasioned by preparations for fire-works, to be ex- 
hibited at the approaching festival. Could you, my 
dear sir, witness but ouce this annual feasl ; could you 
behold the crowded streets, the splendid offerings, the 
|ty Kttire, and the enthusiasm of their devotions, you 
mmld readily admit, that nothing short of an Almighty 
Unt, could break down these barriers, these strong bar> 
iieTa,and cause the introduction of the gospel. But even 
OS, these momentary triumphs of Satan, are 
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not destitute of advantages to the cause of Christ. VVe 

haveopportunities, by these means.of distributing tracts 
\ and portions of scripture, among those who come from 

distant towns and villages, where the name of Christ 
! is still unknown. The Spirit of God may water seed 

I sown in this way, and cause it to spring up, to the 

I eternal confusion of the adversary of souls, who io- 

' dnced their attendance on this festival with a different 

object. 
' " We still liiie in a quiet manner, unmolested by 

' g;ovemment, of robbere, The viceroy's family treat 

us with respect and affection, now and thea sending 

us an elephaut, to accompany them in their excursions. 

Her highness, the vicereine, professes a particular re- 
KK 'gard for me, and I, in return, have presented her with 

I^M 8 translation of St. Matthew's gusjiel, a tract, and ca- 
^^H techism, and have had two or three opportunities of 
^^^K conversing with her privately on the subject of re- 
^^^1 "ligion. How much she reads in the former, or be- 
^^^1 lieves in the latter, I am unable to say ; but neither 
^^^1 produce any visible effect. She ordered the iustruc- 
^^H tress of one of her daughters, to give the catechism 
^^^B to her child to commit to memory. 
^^^B " January SOih. — The Burman, Mr. Judson meo- 

^^^B 'tioned some time ago, as being the jGrst serious in- 
^^^H quirer, and the one who has excited the most hope, 
^^^B 'came to-day to the mission-house. 
^^^H " It is now almost a year since be first came, and 

^^^H -with much apparent anxiety inquired, ' How long time 
^^B -will it take me to learn the religion of Jesus > ' We 
^^^ have since frequently inquired, but obtained little io- 
r formation respecting him, until to-day. Soon after his 

I first visit, he was appointed governor of a cluster of 
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villiiges, situated on the Syriam river in tlie country 
of Pegue. He haa been at Knngoon but once since, 
and then on business by order of the viceroy, and 
obliged to return immediately. 

" I asked hini if he had become a disciple of J«sua 
Christ } He replied, ' 1 have not yet, but I am thiolc- 
ingatid reading in order to become one. I cannot yet 
destroy my old iniod ; for when I ace a handsome 
patso, (b cloth the Burman men wear,) or a handsome 
gownbown, (the handkerchief worn on the head,) I 
still desire it. Tell tiie great teacher, when he re- 
turns, that I wish to «ee him, though I am not a dis- 
ciple of Christ.' He requested the remaining part of 
St. Matthew's gospel, also catechisms and tracts for 
his followers. I gave all of his attendants tracts ; on 
-which be said to them, ' Take and read them atten- 
tively, and when you have embraced the doctrines they 
contain, come here and converse with the teacher.' 
I asked the number of inliabitants in the villages hs 
governed, and whether he would collect them together 
to bear the gospel, should Mr. Judson make him a 
visit on his return. He said there were about a 
thousand houses, and the inhabitants were Talingg, 
(natives of Pegue, who sjieak a language different 
from tlie Burmans,) but be would receive a visit from 
Mr. Judson as a great favour, and would call hts 
people together to hear him preach. There was some- 
thing so interesting and encouraging in the appearance 
ef this Burman, so meek and unassuming, considering 
ihe dignity of his office, that hopes are again raised 
i»ncerning him. But whether he will continue to 
examine the Christian religion, and finally become a 
true disciple, or the reverse, time alone will determine." 
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FAruary 18(ft.— The following letter was written to 

ir four long years and a half, since we took 
up our residence in this spiritually benighted land, and 
to this day da we offer our tlianks to God, for having 
brougtit «nd continued as here. To this day can we 
testify that God is good ; that he is a f^thful, cove- 
nant-keeping God, who is worthy of the entire trust 
■nil confiitence of all his creatures. Never, for « 
moment, has he left us to feel, that our first views of 
the practicability of missions, were visionary j conse- 
quently, we have been preserved from those distress- 
ing, agonizing feelings, resulting from regret and dia- 
appointment in a darling' enterprise. On the contrary, 
we feel that missions to the heathens are not onlf 
practicable, but the very blood of their souls will be 
required at the hand of those Christians, who neglect 
u> make eserlions to send the gospel among them. 
This is all that is required of the Christian world. 
God will not call ua to an account for not conBerting 
tile heathen. This, Ihis is the work he reserves for 
himself. But he will call us to an account for not using 
the means ; this part of the work he has assigned to 
his creatures to perform. Neither have we any reason 
to be discouraged, because the first comniuni cations 
of Divine truth have not been efficacious. It would 
be almost a miracle, for these Burmans to throw avmy 
ft system of religion which they have been accustomed 
to consider sacred, from time immemorial, on HiA 
very first intimation of its being false, or on the first 
intelligence that there is another and a better. They 
must have time to ecamine, to read our sacred writ- 
ings, and to see the effect om" religion prodi 
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professors, before tUey will feel iaclined to embrace 1 

the humbling doctrines of tlie goBpcl. They do not ■ 

feel themselves ia Bai:h a. wretched, perishing situatioil, 
u we view them, conaetiuently they do not see the 
Mceititj/ of embracing the oQers presented. 

" We hope our friends und patrons will not be dis- 
voaraged, because do one of the Burmnna who has 
heard the gospel, has embraced it; but continue to 
Blrengthen and encournge us by their prayers and cum- 
mtmications, (md in time, we doubt not, they, with us, 
will reap an abundant harvest. 

" Wc are aniiously looking for the arrival of the 
miasionaries, who, we hope, have long since left 
America. God grant that they may prove true mis> 
lianaries of the cross, prepared and willing to suffer 
Vbatever may await them. 

^."We consider the circumstance, that other mis- 
IftonarieB should have their hearts turned toward the 
BurBian Empire, as an indlcutinn of God to strengthen 
ud establish this mission, and a prelude of his more 
^etcifiil intentions, to turn [he Burmons from idol&try, 
tO'Serve the living God. . 

^.1Mr> Judaou is absent, or he would write to Mr. C. 
ifoo wUl readily imagine my situation to be very < 

lODcly in his absence. Nothing but a sense of duty 
csuld have induced me to consent to hi« departure. 
Ur. Hough, however, is very kiod, and affords me 
flpry assistance in hifi power." 

uAbouC the same date as the preceding letter, Mr. 
Orogh, to a friend in Boston, wrote thus : ' 

, .V When I think how dependent I am on God ; how 
wy it is for him to withdraw the light of bis coun- 
lepance from mcj and leave me cheerless, amidst the 
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darkneas of pafan ignorance ; and then, again, how 
easy it is for bini to enable me to peraerere, and that 
he will answer prayers offered for blessings; 1 cannot 
but receive, with the liveliest gralitade, the assurance 
you give me, that 1 am remembered in the prayers of 
my brethren at home ; and I sometimes think their ' 
iprayers may be heard for me, when my own are ^ 
'excluded. 

*' It seems you have entertained some hopes from a i 
contest, which existed some time ago, between the i 
kiog and priests of Burmah. That has terminated, , 
not to the disadvantage of the one, nor the advantage 
of the other. The king persecuted them as long a 
■he pleased, and then let them alone ; they now quietly 
perform their functions, which consist principally in .i 
committing to memory their religious books, and pa- 
trolling the streets to receive the ivilling offerings of - 
4he people, which afford them subsistence. They, 
Irith the religion of the country, appear to be n 
A prosperous state, though I believe the king i 
•xetj friendly to either. Should he exterminate the 
priesthood, 1 have no idea that the ministers of the 
gospel would become a substitute ; or, should he 
abolish the present system of religion, that he would 
do it in favour of Christianity. The ears of the 
poor old man have never heard the joyful news, and 
the law of nature requires that he sliould soon pass ' 
into eternity. The heir apparent is, 1 understand, a 
tnild prinee. His accession to the throne, on the 
king's demise, will undoubtedly be attended with dif- 
Acuities, and perhaps tracked with blood. Should he 
finally succeed, and the country remain at peace anf 
length of time. He, by whom kings rule, may In his 
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providence open a wide door, which no man can bUui, 
for the admission of the word of life. It is also c|uite 
OB possible, that much alUiction and trouble await Ufl. 

" It is more than sis months since I finished printing 
St. Matthew, and more than that since the tract was 
put into circulation. To say that none read, none in- 
quire, would be wrong ; many do both ; and, we &re 
entitled to hope, because truth is in circulation. Since 
printing St. Matthew, I have been studying the lan- 
guage, but have not yet been able to penetrate far 
into it. I bave but a glimpse of its genius and cOD- 
atmction. The attainment of this lar.gucge, I am 
persuaded, is the labour of fears; and 1 sttmetimos 
thinly it lolly for one past thirty years of age, to at- 
tempt it. 

" 1 was happy to hear, that the missionaries who 
are now coming here are so young. I wish they 
were five years yonnger : or, rather, I wish some 
irious, active boys, sixteen or seventeen years of age, 
of uaqneationable conversion, end willing to give 
themselves up wholly to Goil, would come over here, 
and begin upon the language. You may think this a 
■trange wish. 1 think so too ; but it is not a hasty or 
inconsiderate one," 

In the order of events, I must now, my dear Sir, 
^ve you a particular description of that dark period, 
when the Burman mission, surrounded undoubtedly 
hy inviMble enemies, seemed on the very verge of 
destruction. Three months of Mr. Judsou's absence 
had nearly expired, and we had begun to look for his 
Teturn, when a native boat arrived, twelve days from 
Chittagong, bringing the distressing intelligence that 
neither Mr. J. nor the vessel bad been heard of at thot 
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part. I abould not have given so much credil tu this 
report, ns to have allowed it to harass my feelings, 
had it not been corroborated by communications from 
my friends in Bengal, which arrived just at this 
time. From the circumstance that the vessel had not^ ■ 
reached the port of destination, I knew not what con- 
clusion to draw. Hope, at times, suggested the idea, 
that tfae ship's course might have been altered, tbU ' 
- she might yet be safe j but despondency more fre- 
<iuent1y strove to convince that all was lost. Thi» , 
■was I, for four months, in that agonizing state of i 
Buspense, which is frequently more oppressive than' 
the most dreadful certainty. "i 

Two or three days after the arrival of the abov0>fl 
intelligence, Mr. Hough received an order, couetae<l4 
in the most menacing' language, to appear immedinte1^--S 
at the court-houee, to give an account of himself.' 
This, so unlike any message we had ever before re-vj 
ceived from government, spread consternation and\l 
alarm among our teachers, domestics, and adherents f I 
some of whom followed Mr. Hough at a distance, and f| 
heard tlie appalling words, from some of ihe petty" 
(rfKeers, that a royal order bad arrived, for the banislv^v 
ment of all foreign teachers. As it was late wbe&'^ 

I Mr. Hough arrived at the court-house, he was merely ■! 
ordered to give security for his appearance, at an early \^ 
hour on the approaching day, when, to use their own •] 
unfeeling language, ' if he did not tell all the truth ;'| 
relative to hie situation in tlie country, they would-^ 
write with bis heart's blood.' tf 

Our embarrassments, at this period, were greatly H 
increased by the circumstimce, that the viceroy and< •' 
iiis family, who had always been our steady friendti'i 
i , J 
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hid becD receDtly recalled to Ava ; ond the presen#;tj 
viceroy, with whom we had liut a slight acquaintance,' J 
had left his Family at the capital. Mr. Hnugh was n 
sufficieDtly acquainted with Ihe language, to allow o 
his appealing in person to the viceroy, and as it is nar-Sl 
ciMloiiiary tor feraales to appear at his court, in tbi^ll 
atuHce of the vicereine, we faud nothing before u^<j 
but the gloomy prospect of being obliged to submlCM 
lo all those evils, in the power of petty officera Mtd 
inflict, upon those unprotected by higher authority. 
< The following days, Friday anil Saturday, Ml^fl 
Hough was detained at the court-house, and under 
Deceesity of answering through on interpreter, 
most trivial questions ; such as, what were the na 
of his parents, how many suits of clothes he had, Sttl^ 
aU which were written down in the most formal n 
ner ienaginable. The court would not allow him tn ' 
retire for any refreshment ; and this, together with . 
several other petty grievance?, convinced us that U 
was their object to harrass and distress us, as much as 
possible; feeling safe in the idea that circumstances ', 
were such that we could not appeal to the viceroy. 
Sunday morning arrived, another message was re- 
ceived from the court-house, (the viceroy does not 
unially attend those courts, as cases of importance are 
submitted privately for his decision,) for Mr. Hough's 
Appearance, that the examination might be contintied.'' 
The court had now pushed the matter'too far, and vn ' 
reulved to ascerttdn whether those orders for exami- ' 
nation emanated from the viceroy, or whether he was 
tntirely ignorant of the whole matter. My teacher, 
coming in just at that time, drew up a respectfat peti-^ 
i\aa, stating the grievances to which Mr. Hough had ' 
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been>8nl](jected> and the present order for Iris appear* 
iog is public on our sacred day — and requesting tha^ 
it~ might be the pleasure of his highness thai those 
molestations should cease. Mr. Hough readily accdm^ 
panied mo to the' govemment^house ; and vrhed w€ 
had reached the outer court> I caught the eye of the* 
vieeroy, who sat surrounded by the officers of his. 
court, but who recognized me, and> in a very conda* 
seen ding manner, called me '^ to come in and make 
known my request.** I presented my petition to one* 
of the secretaries, who was immediately ordered to 
read it ; at the conclusion of which, the viceroy in-^ - 
quired, in an austere manner, of the very officer who 
had been most forward in making Mr. Hough's situa* 
tion unpleasant at the court-house, and who happened 
now to be seated not far from the ^' voice which issnei' 
life or death,** *' Why the examination of i\i\s formga' 
teacher had been thus prolonged } ** — ^at the same time' 
giving a written' order that Mr. Hough should not be 
caUed on his *' sacred day,** and that he should be 
mfolested no more. The petty officers of govern mefit 
now saw their plan defeated, which probably Was, tO'' 
make Mr. Hough feel himself in their power, thinks - 
ing he would then offer them a large reward to be - 
liberated. We, however, ascertained the fact, that' a 
royal order had arrived, for the banishment of all the 
Portuguese priests in the country (there were three 
only). To ascertain who they were, the viceroy had - 
issued an order that all the foreign priests should be • 
summoned to the court-house, not intending that Kof- 
but the Portuguese should undergo an examinatioBy 
farther than to ascertain that they were not ¥wt» 
tuguese. 
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About this time the cholera began to rdge ambng 
the., naliwe 'pc^polatian. This disorder hjBd' aever beeo . 
kp^iiwii ia the Empire before^ and the dreadful ravages 
made in Rangoon filled every one with terror and; 
alailn. It iifrajl in the midst of the hottest season of 
tha- year, and there was ho prospect of the disorder 
subsiding until .the commencement of tiie rcdns. The 
beating of the death drum, and other instruments used* 
at limerais, sounded aU the day long, a melancholy- 
dii^' ih our eirs, and> in emphatic language, said, 
" Be ye-alsa ready." We bad no reason for supposing 
that we should escape this fatal disorder, more than 
others ; at the asnne time, we knew ourselves to ,be in 
the hands of him who had said, '^ A thousand shall 
fail- at thy side, and ten thousand at thy right hand ^ 
bal^it shall ndt come nigh thee." And thus it proved ; 
for not an individual within our enclosure suffered 
from the cholera, though our nei^bour^ died around 
MB* The Bunnans attempted to account for the origin 
of this disease by supposing that some evil spirits 
had entered the city> dnd were continually traversing 
the streets,, and from pure maliciousness, destroying 
tkcf inhiabitants. The natives resolved on' endeavour- 
ing to dii^ossess them, by making a most tremendous 
noise,^ which, in the opinion of a Burman, was suffi- 
cient to alarm evil spirits, however malicious or obsti- 
nate. The signal for commencement was given at 
theeourt-houae,*by firing cannons j when imsaediately 
every Burman in town began beating on his house 
witib clubs, or any thing which would maike a noise. 
No- one ventured to rexhain inactive, as it had pre- 
viously been asserted^ thai the evil spirits would enter 
the houses of those who made no noise. This was 
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cioatinued for three successive nights ; but notwtth- 
standing the unheard ;:,r uproar, the evil spirits re-' 
fused to move, and the disorder continued to rage for* 
months oflerwards. i 

Our trials and dangers were not a little incri^ased at' , 
this period, by a report in circulation, that difHcultiesI 
existed between the English and ISurman govern- > 
ments ; and that an attempt would be soon made by < 
the English to take the country. This report seemed i 
confirmed by the ci re u in stance, that there hitd been>l 
no arrivals from any English port for some months ■ 
past, and that the few remaining captains were making I 
every possible effort to hasten the departure of their • 
ships. Should actual hostilities commence, we were/ 
well aware the removal of the mission, at least for a 
time, would be the consequence. The only remaining | 
ship was now on the eve of departure, and unless we 
embraced this opportunity for leaving the country, < 
there was nothing before us but dangers the most' 
appalling. For a particular account of the remaioing^i 
part of this distressing seiison, I must have recoursei 
to my journal, then transmitted to America, < 

" Jane 19(/i. — I am still, my dear parents, in the ' 
same lonely situation as when 1 last wrote, fiiU of i^i 
anxiety and suspense. I know not what conclusion to 4 
draw from the circumstance of receiving no intelli 
gence from Mr. Judson. It is now six months since il 
he left me, and not a single line has ever been re- 
ceived relative to the ship. I hardly know what pre- 
vents my entire discouragement under such circum-* 
itances. But I am trying to bear this state of uncer- 
tainty, as a heavy affliction, a ptunful chastisement, 
from my heavenly Father, inflicted, no doubt, for wise 
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and gneioiis purposes. Pterhilps it is only a prelude 
to greater ^flUctions. Perha|iS this is the school in 
wlucfa I. am to be taught the rudiments of suffering, 
sod to prepare for those heavy trials., which, without 
these first lessons, crash as soon as inflicted. I feel, 
hcvwev^, a dreadful conflict ; sometimes inclined to 
complain of these dark dispensations of Providence, 
at others, endeavouring to make this language my 
OWD, 'Thoug^h he 'slay me, yet will I trust in Him.* 
Mj female meetings have been on the decline ever 
siooe Mr. Hough's examination at the court-house. 
Fonnerly, upMrards of thirty attended; now, seldom 
more Ulan ten or twelve. Thus, you see that nothing 
but darkness, gloom, and disappointment surround 
'me. I endeavour to study, at least part of the day, 
for unless I do my duty, I fear I shall lose the benefit 
of tiiis affliction. 

' . **Mful^ 2d.*^Mr. Hough, for some time past, has 
been desirous to have Mrs. H., myself, and his chil- 
dren, go to Bengal. But I have ever felt resolved not 

I to make any movement until I hear from Mr. Judson. 
Within a few days, however, some circumstances have 
occurred, which have induced me to make prepara- 
tions for a voyage. There is but one remaining ship 
in the river ; and if an embargo is laid on English 
ihips, it will be impossible for Mr. J. (if he is yet 
4ive,) to return to this place. But the uncertainty of 
meeting him in Bengal, and the possibility of his arriv- 
ing in my absence, cause me to make preparations 
with a heavy heart. Sometimes I feel inclined to re- 
niun here alone, and hazard the consequence. I should 
certunly conclude on this step, if any probability 
(listed of Mr. Judson's return. This mission has 
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' nerct appeared in so low a state as at the present 
time. It seems now entirely deetroyeil, as we all e** 
pect to eoibsTk for Bengal in a day or two. Alu'I ' 
alas ! how cbanged our prospects since Mr. J. left lUk,' 
How (lark, how intricate the providence which aair 
Burronnds' us ! Vet il becomes us to be still, uh| 
know tbnt He is God who has thus ordered our cin> 
cumstances. i 

" Julf I4lk. — Alone, my dear friends, in ihb great 
house; without an individual, excepting; my little giii ' 
and Burman^, 1 take my pen lo relnle the gtrangB 
Ticissitudes through which I have passed within a few 
days. Although I commence my relation by Baying! 
am alone, yet I am easy and tranquil, because I am 
resolved on a course which may appear to you and* 
others, rash and presumptuous, but to me the path of 
duty, and the one I ought to pursue, i 

"On the Sth of this month, I embarked witlkMr^ 
Hough and his femily for Bengal, having previou^, 
disposed of what 1 could not take with me. I had 
engaged Mr. Judson's teacher to accompany me, that- 
in case of meeting hitn in Bengal, he might go on wiA 
his Burman studies. But the teacher, tearing thediffi* 
cutties arising from his being a liurman, broke biaeit* 
gagement, and refused to go. My disinclination W 
proceed in the course commenced had increased In 
such a degree, that 1 was on the point of giving 0^ 
the voyage myself ; but my passage was paid, my b^- 
gage on board, and I knew not how to separate myself 
from the rest of the mission family. The vesadi 
however, was several days in going down the riverj 
and when on the point of putting oul to sea, the o^p> 
tun and officers ascertained that she was iu a-duigeiy 
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Das state, in coasequence of having been improperlj 
loadeil,'>nnd that she must be dptnined for b day or UV6 
at Ihe place in which she then lay. I Immed lately re- 
Mlv«d on giring Up the voyage, and returning to town. 
Accontingly the captain sent up a boat with me, and 
uga^ied to forward my boggagc the next day. I 
rtacbed town in the evening, spent the nighl at the 
tionse of the only remaining Englishman in iKe place, 
•nd ti>-day have come out Co the mission -house, to the 
great joy of all the Burmans left on our premises. 
Mr. Hough and his family will proceed j and they 
kindly and nffectionaiely urge my return, I know I 
am GutVoundcd by dangers on every hand, and expect 
to feel mnch on&tety and distress -, but at present 1 
sm traaqnil, intend to make 'an effort to pursue my 
Undies as formerly, and leave the event with God. 
How distressed, my dear parents, yoQ would feel, did 
Tou'know my real situation in Rangoon ! But, before 
.jou receiie this, there will no doubt be some ebange, 
i hope favourable, as but one circumstance could make 
it more distressing. 

"JidglStk. — The vessel, in which Mr. Judson sailed, 
kutliis day arrived ! I liave been to see the captain, 
«bo Joforms me that he was not able to make Cliita- 
gong, and that, after being tossed about in the bay for 
■three months, he made Masulipatam, a port north of 
Hadras, on the coast. Mr. J. left the ship immediately, 
fcr Madras, hoping to find a passage thence to this 
phce. This is all the intelligence I hare obtained, as 
it is four months since an arrival cither from Bengal 
Of Madras. But even this has afforded me a little re- 
lief, as I have hitherto had reason to fear, that the ship 
in a state of kom- 
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pensdrMlotive to Mf. J's retnrn.j Tbcre.is.aot bow- 

jever^BD^ffuch reason to suppose that iiostili ties tetween 

the English and Burman goveraments ivQl imniedi^ 

ately comneiice, as this ship came direct. from an 

English port. This circumstance will render my stay 

here, alone^ much less dangerous, and perhqM before 

many days, Mr. J. will -arrive, when I shall see very 

clearly4he hand of Providence in my leaving the shi|i. 

*' JuUf S5<^-^]!iir.and Mrs. Hough have returned io 

the »iission-house« the ship not being able to proceed 

for some weeks, so that I shall dot be obliged to< remidp 

in this place alone, as I expected.) and I am bopio^ 

and praying, that previously to their departfrej Mc. 

Judson mny arrive, that I may not be under the ne^ 

<^essity of living in this dreadful country, and out^baefe 

in the woods, without a friend and protector* I-.am 

hoping against hope, for it is the general opikuou- of 

,all foreigner^ here, that there will be no arrival :fit 

present, from any English settlement. There .is, 

however> a vague report, though I know not its origii|, 

that a ship left Madras some time ;3ince,for this pbfiff, 

but was to touch at the Nicobar islands j oa wlitieh 

account, she has not yet arrived. I cling to tbia, as 

my last hope, which a -little relieves my distressed, 

anguished mind. O, how it would sooth my feelings, 

how it' would comfort my heart, could I, unite with 

some of my dear Amerioaa friends in social prayer ! 

How it would mitigate the gloom and lonelinesa d 

: my situation, were some of them present to strengthen 

my confidence in Jehovah; to suggest motives for 

my patiently bearing affliction ; and to urge my quir 

etly acquiescing in the wise dispensations of tKe ,be8t 

of Beings ! 
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, ^I iMve again tsommenced my studies, and keep my* 
•elf dosely eogagad nntil two o'clock, Ikis I find- 
the belt methodtowoid dejectioa ; besides^.my con- 
edenoe will not permit me to sit idly dowji, and yield 
to tlnee desponding feelings, in which a Christian 
dMRildBotfaidulgo. 

^Aw^nt U. — ^How will yon rejoice with me, my 
deer parents, vhen I tell you, that I have this moment 
lieird-that Mr. Jndson has arrived at the mouth of the* 
river ? This joyful intelligence more than compensates 
ftr the months of dejection and distress which his 
l0ii|^ absence has occasioned. Now, I feel ashamed 
of my i^piaings, my want of confidence in God, and 
redgnation to his will. I have foolishly thought, be- 
onne my trials were protracted; they would never 
end } or rather, that they would terminate in some 
I dieadfol event, which would destroy all hope of the 
fioalwsnccess of tlie mission. But now, I trusty our 
prospects will again brighten, and cause us to forget 
iSils night of aflliction, or to remember it as having 
been the means of preparing us for the reception of 
tittt greatest of blessings — ^the conversion of some of 
the Burmans." 

I remain, my dear Sir, 

Very aifectionately and res{)ectfully, 

A. H. J. 



DfiAR SIR, 



LETTER Vlll. 

Baltimore, December, 1822. 



Mt last gave you a relation of the trying scenes 
through which we passed at Rangoon, during the ab* 
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eeiice of Mr. Judson. His trials were no less aeretc, 
fla you will perceive from the following letters to the 
Corresponding Secretary of the Board : 
■ "Madras, May "iBth, 1818. — In former letters I have 
stated my ^cumstauces, at the close of last year, and 
_ the reasons whish induced me lo leave Itongoon, on a 
*isit to Chittagoiig : particularly the prospect of » 
direct passage, and speedy return in the same ship, an 
opportunity of very rare occurrence in Uanguon. 

" Since that time, a series of unexpected providenceK 
have be&llen me, which, though uninteresting in de- 
tail, must be briefly mentioned, in order lo occotuit (or 
toy present situation. 

" When we left JElftngoon, December 25th, we ex- 
ited a passage of ten or twelve days. At the expt-i 
ration of a month, however, by reason of contrary 
nils, and the unmanageableuess of the ship, in thft 
didicult navigation along the coast, we found ourselv^ 
still at a great dietance from port ; and the season 
beiug so iar advanced, as to deprive 119 of the hope of 
liiore favourable winds, the caplain and supercar^V^ 
agreed on a change of the ship's destination, and 
Bail for Madras. 

" Previous to leaving the coast, we put into Chedul 

a place under Burman government, for a supply 

provisions. I was unable to go ashore, but took t\ 

opportunity of seniiing a tract by the boat. It 

' pened to be conveyed directly to the governor, and' 

[ ordered it to be read in his presence. Soon after, 

our captain had an audience, the governor inquii 
after the writer of the tract ; who he was, and 
long he had been in the country. The capt^n evaded 
some questions, for fear of detention, I suppose, uid 
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meKly sUtcd that the writer waa a foreigner, who had 
ruidediaKangooaabout four years. ' N9,' rejjIieJ the 
governor, ' that is not to be cretlited. You cannot mak« 
me believe that a foreigner, iu so short a time, ha* 
Uoroeil to write the language so well, it must havs 
b*en written by some other jierson.' The capUUD 
reUud this to me on his return. 1 I'elt particularly 
g?iilitie<l by this testimony to the perspecuity of the 
siyLc, and thought it not unworthy of raeotiouing, 
beCBuee it eoulU not be suspected, as others which 
bad been ma<)e to me personally, of having been a 
UKfe compliment. 

" The ship's destination was changed on the 26th 
rf Jonuury. We retraced our course for a few days, 
and then stood to the westward. It was with the most 
Utter feelings, that I witnessed the entire failure of 
my uodertiiking, anil saw the sunirnits of the moua- 
tihis of Arracan, the last indexes of my country) 
aiokiag in the horizon, and the ship stretching away 
la a distitnt part of India, which I had no wish to 
i where I had no object to obtain. It was, 
e mitigation of niy disappointment, that 
a. all probability, be able to return to Han- 
ny missionary business, much ear- 
isited Cbittagoug. But even the 
I of this hope was out long allowed tne. 
a quick passage across the bay ; but, 
5 near the Cororoandel coast, the wind an<l 
t ooiiibLned to prevent our furtber progress, and 
aipiratiou of another month, having for a lun^ 
ibsisted on nothing scarcely but rice and water, 
now reduced to very short allownnce, we 
) to make sail for MaeuUpatanij a port nortb 
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I * of Madras, wbich we tloubteil not we sbaukl be sble'd'' 

to reach in a very few days. In this, again, we were'lJ 

disappointed, and thruugh the iinnianngeableness ofi'i 

the ship, or the misntRoagement of the captain, werei^' 

delnined at sea nearly another month. During this-'' 

period, we were sometimes in great distress, deemin^iui 

ourselves very fortunate when able in get a. bag of'H 

rice, or a fesv buckets of water, from any native veBsel''n 

which happened tu pass, Unce we sent the long boat 

to the shore, and obtained a considerable supply of i; 

water, which was a great relief. But of rice we couldil 

obtnin nu sufficient supply, and all other articles of d 

provision were (juite out of the question. '' 

'* The low .state to which 1 was at length reduced, ' 

occasioned a partial retura of the disorder of my head •■ 

snd eyes, to which I was subject two years ago. This;* 

with other circumstances united, left me no othep:> 

source of consolation but resignation to the will of'( 

God, and an unreserved surrender of all to his care f * 

and, praised be his name, I found more consolation' 

and happiness in communion with Goit, and in the en-l 1 

joyments of religion, than I had ever found, in moiti'' 

i prosperous circumstances ! 

"Finally we did reach Masulipatain, and I left the' ' 

I ship on the ISth of March, twelve weeks after e 

barking at Rangoon. I waited at Masuly a few dnvs 
until it was ascertained that the ship would unlade her' ' 

I cargo, and remain several months. And as there was'i' 
no prospect that season of reaching Madras by » 
the only port on the coast where I could hope to Bnit'' 
a vessel bound to Rangoon, I was under the necessity*' 
af taking a journey by land : distance about three''' 
hundred miles^ I accordingty hired a palanquin tmi* 
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I arrived here on the 8th of April. Mflj 
firM Km was of cnursp, the beach, anil my first iif 
qtjiry, B vessel bound to Bnngoon. But my chapte*'* 
of dtnppoiatnients was not yet tinislied. No vessel' 
bud sailed far Rangoon this year^ and such, it way 
umletstood, -was the unsettled stale of the Burr 
couDtry, that none would probnbly venture for some 



"Here I have remuiued ever since, tinder very trying 
rcum stances. 1 have scarcely henrd from Rangoon' ' 
nee I left, or been able lo transmit any intelligence 
.J^ tf, by a conveyance to be dej>endeil on. The 
^^BfeBess of my eyes prevents my application to study, 
^^^B^pt at any exertion. I am making no progress 
^IB^onary work. I am distressed by (lie nppHlling 
■ reeeUectioD of the various business which was presa- 
iDgon me at Uangoon, and which made me very r 
liictant to leave home for the shortest time. Now, I*- 
hnve been detained twice aa long as 1 had anticipated, 
1 have, withal, wholly failed in my undertaking. 
Wbere, my. rebellious heart is ready to cry, where is 
Ihewisdom of all this? But it is wise, though blind- 
nesi cannot apprehend. It is best, though unbelief 
ii disposed to murmur. Be still, my soul, and know 
that He is God." 

".Mangoon, October 9ili, 1816. — My last was dated 
Madras, May 28, ISIS. At that place I remained 

'Biting for n conveyance to Uangoon, until the^Oth of .< 
July, when 1 took passage on board an English vesseL''! 
Daring my slay at Madras, I experienced great kind-"j 

I Mid hospitality in the families of the Kev. Mr. 
TbOBtl'Bon, chaplain, and the Rev. Mr. Loveless 
and received such proofs of Christian 




AMEHICAN BAVTISl' MISSION 



] 



affection from many dear frienila, as rendereil parting 
with them very painful, though my detention in Madi 
had. iu other respects, been ulmoat iusupportable. 
We anchored at the mouth of Kangoon river, ob the 
apth of August. The next morning, when the pilot 
cnnic on board, I was overwhelmed with the in- 

- tellig>encc, that, on account of [lie dangerous situation 
of affairs, the mission had been broken up, and tbaC. 
^ I Mr. Hough and his family, and Mrs. Judson, had taken 
.passage for llengal. To my great relief, however, Hy 
was added, that, before the ship \eh the river, Mra.^ 
Judson's retuttance to leave the place had so increaiwdtl 
as to force her back to the mission-house alone; luid' 
further, that the ship being found unfit for sea, was i 
slill detained. 

' " The examination which brother Hough sustained, , 
during ray absence, and the persecution of the Roman i 

. Catholic padres, have made us feel more deeply tbnit 
ever, the precarious situation of this mission, and thA< 
necessity of proceediag with the utmost caution, 
was only through the favour of the viceroy, that the 
padres were allowed to remain here, when they arrived 
tiam Ava, under sentence of banishment. Audit i> 
only through his mediation, and the influence of lar;ge' 
presents made to the king, that the order of banish- 
ment is reversed, if indeed it be reversed, a report not 
yet confirmed. One malicious intimation to the )daff 

, would occasion our banishment $ and banishment, i 
the Burtnans tell us, is no small thing, — being at'^ 
tended with contiscation of all property, and mck. 
various abuses, as would make us deem ourselvec. 
happy to escape with our lives. 

" Such a situation may appear somewhat alarming: 
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toaperaoa.accustpmed to the liberty and safety of a 

fine jpovernment. But» let us remember^ that it hat 

iuan the lot of the greater part of mankind to live 

vadar a despotic government^ devoid of all security 

be life or .property a single moment. Let ^ us re- 

nemher^ that the Son of God chose to become in- 

cvnate under the most unprincipled and cruel despot 

tbtt ever reigned. And shall any disciple of Christ 

nefiue to do a little service for his Saviour, under a 

government where his Saviour would not have refused 

Id live and die for his soul ? God forbid. Yet faith is 

wmetimes weak — ^flesh and blood sometimes repine. 

Oi fi>r grace to streng^en faith, to animate hope, to 

devate affection, to embolden the soul, to enable us to 

look danger and death in the face ! Still more, to be- 

hiM, without repining, those most dear to us suffering 

: (cars and pains, which we would gladly have re- 

: jjoiiUed on ourselves, if it would exonerate them. 

- ^ We feel encouraged by the thought, that many of 

•,'the dear children of God remember us at the mercy 

ijijMt.. ■ To your prayers I desire once more to com- 

ViWDd myself, the weakest, the most unqualfied, the 

^fflmt unworthy, and the most unsucessful of all mis* 

i^dODaries." 

..[4; la fimr or five weeks, after the arrival of Mr. 
}/,^iid«oflu we had another joyful meeting with mis* 
^^fffiOBty friends, sent from our native country. The 
zifigv* Messrs. Golman and Wheelock, for several years 
»}jcevio]i8ly to their leaving America, had thought and 
|.j|lflt:]nuch on the subject of missions, and could not 
^«||lt.gontented> to sit down as ministers of the gospel, 
in their own country, while " the walls of Jerusalem 
s;iINF wast^/ ' in a foreign land. They literally panted 
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to become the heralds of salvrttion, to those who were 
in tliirkness, and the shadow of ikutli ; and though 
liieir prospects of being early and happily settled, over 
opulent congregations, were fluttering, they rebii'' 
quished thcin all, and, at an early period, made known 
their views and wishes to the Board of Missionsr 
Extracts from tlicir letters, on this subject, lu tM- 
corre.sponding secretary, I cannot omit transcribing,: 
as they nre so very descriptive of the spirit they ever> 
continued to exhibit until tbeir lamented deatfa. > 

Mr. Colmat) wrote thufl : " Since I came to thtf 
above conclusion, my mind has been unwavering. Ip 
is true, mountains, at times, have arisen betweeu my-J 
self and the Eastern world. My way has been hedged! 
up by dIfBcultiea, which, to tho eye of human reason,' 
luight appear insurmountable. But duty bus cbn- 
stantiy appeared the same. Inrfeed, I esteem mie^ 
sionary work, not only a duly for me to perform, buti 
i» privilege for me to enjoy ; a privilege which I valuel 
more than the riches of the earth. Only give me thi^l 
rich -satisfaction of holding up I he torch of truth, ink, 
the benighted regions of Burmah ! This is the objectf: 
which lies nearest ray heart ; for this I can cheerful Ijs'i 
leave my native land, and the bosom of my beloved'^ 
friends. 1 pant to proclaim the gospel to those wh(>>,. 
are ignorant of it ; tn present to their minds that firmt^,! 
foundation, onwhich my own hopes of eternal happineiw-'j 
ore built. 1 look to Burmah as my home, and as thtfU 
field of my future toils. To the wretched inbabitantsi)] 
of that empire I long to present the Bible, the fountairiW 
of knowledge, and to direct their wnnilering steps U^ 
the great Shepheril and Bishop of souls. Nor can <d>,| 
refrain from cherishing the hope that my fecbMlJ 
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kibonra watomg tfaem will be crowned with the blet* 
sing of heaven. Some, I tnist, will be Induced to 
fimake the worship of idols, and to bow the knee to 
Him on whose vesture and thigh is written * King of 
kiiigs^ and Lord of lords.' Prompted, as I believe, by 
a deep sense of the worth of souls, and by the com- 
mand of oar blessed Saviour, who says, ' Go ye into 
all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature ;* 
and encouraged by his promise of constant assistance 
and direction to his servants, I, voluntarily and joy- 
fully, offer myself to be your missionary to the Bur- 
man empire. May the Lord preside over your 
deliberations, and grant me, if it can be consistent 
vrith his holy will, the unspeakable happiness of pro- 
claiming the love of Jesus to the miserable heathen.** 
Mr. Wheelock appears to have been inspired by the 
same missionary zeal, and closes his application to the 
Board with the following lines :— ** To you, honoured 
fathers, is my mind directed, as to those, who, under 
God, must decide my case. To you I offer, freely and 
joyfully offer myself, to become your missionary, to 
aid those already under your patronage, to turn the 
poor Burmans ' from idols, to serve the living and 
true God.' And, O ! if it is consistent, that one so 
unworthy and so unqualified as myself, should engage 
ia this glorious work, deny me not, I beseech you, the 
unspeakable privilege ; deny me not the fondest, the 
laost ardent desire of my soul, that can, in this world, 
be gratified. To deny me this, would be to deprive 
096 of the greatest happiness which, in this world, I 
ciyi possibly enjoy. I would rather be a missionary of 
the cross, than a king on a throne. Let the men of 
tUi world possess its glittering toys 3 let the miser 
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^^rasp kis cankered goid $ let the voluptuary enjoy his 
acxrdid pleasures 5 let the ambiiious ascend to the pin* 
aacle of earthly honour 5 but let me enjoy the sweet 
satisfaction of directing^ the poor pagans to the ' Lamb 
of God.' I court no greater good 3 I desire no 
greater joy ^ I seek no greater honour. To Bmrmah 
would I go ; in Burmah would I live 3 in Burmah 
MTOuld I toil ; in Burmah would I die 3 and in Burmah 
would I be buried ! *' 

These two young gentlemen, the one twenty-three, 
and the other but twenty years of age, were readily 
received by the Board, and soon ordained as mia* 
sionaries to th^ East. In November, ISlf, they em- 
barked for Calcutta. The scene, at their departuoe^ 
was very interesting and affecting, and very pathetically 
described, in the following lines, by the Rev. Dr. 

Baldwin : 

*< See tbat ihip, her Bai]i now bending, 
Destin'd £ar to Indian seas ; 
See her canras wide extending. 
Catch the ling'ring wiih'd-for breeze ; 

Richly freighted 
With ambawadon of peace. 

See the solemn crowd assembling, 
Anxious each the scene to view ; 
Some are weeping, others trembling : 
While a nsbther presses through. 

And, with anguish, 
Bids her only ton adlea. 

See a fother'a heart dissolring, 
While he gazes on his son ; 
£T*r J tender thought revolmg, 
Turns .away, and weeps alone j 

, Softly saying, 

* Father, hi thy wUi be drntel* 
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See ft Mftse no Wm dittreiring, 
Where e aotlMr'e «iigviftli*d beerty ■ 
Fondly.to bcr boeom pren^of , 
Cries, 'My son, mod must we part ? 

O, my Sarioar ! 
Ever keep him near thy heart.' 

See that inaiden*s arms entwiaiof » 
Hanging on her brother's breast ; 
Tears, and grief, and lo?e combining. 
Still she cries, though much distress'd, 

' Cto, my brother. 
Go, and make the Burmans blest.' 

Sbters too, with fond embraces, 
Stand o*erwbelm'd upon the shore; 
Oasing on eaeh other's faces. 
Weeping, part to meet no more ! 

GrieF'd and peDsiTe« 
God's mysterious ways adore. 

While the crowd were silent standing. 
Solemn prayer deroutly flow'd, 
Clouds of incense like, ascen^ng 
Up before the throne of God ; 

For our brethren^ 
While they 're sailing o'er the Aood, 

Go, ye heralds of salTiition, 
Go, proclaim ' Redeening bkM>d ;' 
Publish to that barb'roos natiooi 
Peace and pardon from our God : 

Tell the heathen, 
' Kone but dnRiST can do them good. 

While the gospel trump you're aonndlAg, 
May the Spirit seal the word ; 
And through sor'reign grace abounding, 
Burmans bow and own the Lord ; 

Gaod'ma leaving, 
God alone shall bft ftdor'd. 
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Sdn oar hcuti m wm aad trae ; 
In oar pnyen to karm atcendiag , 
BretlurB, well wrmgmhrr jom : 
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Safieljall roar joaiuLf ihiiNigk. 

\Tben joor miaioii hen is finiik'dy 
And your wofk on cartb is done ; 
Mar yoor soak, bf gnee ttpladdi'dy 
Fuid accepCnaDe thioogk tke SoHi 

Then admitted. 
Dwell £ar ever near kis throne. 

Loud honnnaa now reaoondtof » 
Make the keav^nly archea ring; 
Grace to sinfol men aboonding'y 
Ransom'd millions sweetly nng ; 

While, with raptore. 
All adore their heavenly king ! *' 

Boston, JoMuarff^ 1818. 

During their passage to the East, these young mis- 
sionaries were remarkably blessed in their endeavours 
to instruct the sailors. The greater part of the crew 
became hopefully pious, before the completion of the 
voyage. They arrived at Rangoon, in September, 
1818, and greatly animated and encouraged us by 
their interesting appearance. An account of their 
first arrival, and the meeting of the mission fieanily, is 
described by Mr. Colman in the following letter :• 

" Rangoon, February *ZOth, 1819. — With much plea- * 
sure I inform you of our arrival in Bnrmah. >Five' 
months we were on board the Independence, four in 
Bengal, and one upon our passage from Calcutta to 
this port. Various circumstances conspired to make 
the shores of this heathen load appear agreeable to ' 
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us. We had I0P5 been in an unsettled state, anil ex- 
posed either to the dangers of the ocean, or to the in- 
fluence of a sickly climate. It waa delightful to &ad 
oundves at the end of our tedious journey, and sa£a 1 
from all (lie perils through which we had passed: { 
But another consideratiau served much to animate 
—we had reached the field in which we were destin 
to labour. Here we hoped to spend the remainder <rf'] 
miT ilaya, to scatter the good seed of the kingdou^ 1 
audio see some plants of righteousness springing up^ ' 
tunl yielding fruit to the glory of God. When 
Birifed at the landing-place, we found our beloveil ] 
brethren waiting to receive us. Our feelings, for a ] 
ihurt time, destroyed the power of utterance, 
ooiild do DO more than take each other by the hand* i 
Intbout an hour the ladies came on shore, when ihft 1 
vbole mission lamily met, and, by mutual expregsiotu I 
of joy and love, attracted universal attention, From, 
the shore we were conducted to the king's godowir^ J 
vbere we were strictly searched. We then proceeded 
to ibe miesion-houae. Uur feelings were indescribablo^ 4 
irbeo we stepped beneath its roof^ and found ourselve* 
uciruled by that dear company which we had desired 
to long to enjoy. That was a season of rejoicing. 
How swiftly and pleasantly the hours passed away ! 
How cheering and varied was the conversation ! How 
fervent were the prayers and thanksgivings to Almighty 
God! 

"^or more than a week we were assiduously em-^ig 
plojed in getting our things through the customiiii-J 
faoow. Our articles were strictly examined. The/ 
BMHt.trifling of them did not escape minute investigo- 
liw. : Having undergone this tedious operation, we 
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I* of Madras, which we doubted not we should be ablc'i 
to reaeh in a very few days. In this, again, we wereul, 
disappointed, an<l through the iinmanageableness of I'l 
the ship, or the mistnanagenient of the captain, were'* 
detained at sea nearly another month. During this-^l 
period, we were sometimes in great distress, deeming''''' 
ourselves very fortunate when able in get a bag of'* 
rice, or b few buckets of water, from any native vessel '[ 
which happened to pass. Once we sent the longboat 
to the shore, and obtained a considerable supply of '^^i 
water, which was a great relief. But of rice we could'ii 
obtiiin no sufficient supply, and all other a 
provision were quite out of the question, ■■ 

"The low state to which J was at length reduced, n 
occasioned a partial return of the disorder of my head M 
tad eyes, to which 1 was subject two years ago. 
with other circumstances united, left me no otbepti 
source of consolation but resignation to the will of'l 
God, and aa unreserved snrrender of all to bis care ;*» 
and, praised be his name, I found more consolatinu'"! 
L and happiness in communion with God, and in the en-''^ 

^^^K joyinents of religion, than I had ever found, in mortf)^ 
^^^B prosperous circumstances ! 

^^^P "finally we did reach Masulipatam, and I left th^^ 
^^^^ ship on the 18th of March, twelve weeks after c 
r barking at Rangoon. I waited nt Masuly a few days' 

I until it was ascertained that the ship would unlade her'*| 

^^^ cargo, and remain several months. And as there v 
^^^h no prospect that season of reaching Madras b)* s 
^^^1 the only port on the coast where 1 could hope to Sntl*'' 
^^^B a vessel bouml to Ilangoon, I was under the neceasTty^ 
^^^B of taking a journey by land: distance about three '•I 
^^^H fauudred miles. I accordingly hired a palanquin and** 



To THE BCRMAN EMI'IRE. lOS 

beiKra,ani] nrriveil here on the 8th of April. My" 
first aim v/aa of course, the beach, uiil my firBl in-"^ 
(jtury, a vessel bound to Riingoon, But my chapter' ' 
of dis^pointmenU was not yet finished. No veitsel' 
bad Sailed for Rangoon ibis yew, and such, it wa^" 
umleretood, was the unsettled state of the Barman'- 1 
HHintrj', that none would probably venture for Bomo*' 
I'not to come. 

"Here 1 have remniiied ever since, nnder very trying , 
ciituraataaces. 1 have sciircely henrd from Rangoon' ' 
iioce I left, or been able to transmit any intelligence ' 
Ihitber, by a conveyance to be dependeil on. Tbe ' 
weakness of my eyes prevents my applicslion to study, 
oritlempt at any exertion. I am making no progress 
in niuionary work. 1 am distressed by the appalling 
recoUection of the various busini^ss whicfa was press- 
ing on me at Knngoon, and which made me very re- 
lucUnt to leave home for the shortest time. Now, 1 
bnve been detained twice as long as I had miticipaled, 
utd have, withal, wholly failed in my undertaking. 
IVbere, my rebellious heart is ready to cry, where is 
iIh) wisdom of all this } liut it is wise, though blind-' 
Hess cannot apprehend. It is best, thougii unbelief 
i» disposed to murmur. Be still, my soui, and know 
Ibat He is God." 

"Rangoon, October 9lli, ISIS— My last was dated 
Madras, May 28, 1818, At that place 1 remained 
WUting for a conveyance to Rangoon, until the 40th of 
Juljr,when 1 took passage on boarti an English vesseL'-J 
Daring my stay at Madras, 1 experienced great kind--] 
nesk «nd hospitality in the families of tiie Hev. Mr. 
Thompson, chaplain, and the Rev, Mr. Loveless 
and received such proofs of Chriatian 
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were contpelled by the cufitom of the country, ta 
make several pregeuta to persons in authority. It i| 
cdmitled that the viceroy haa the first claim. Feding 
the importaace uf securing his favour by every lawful 
means, we thought the opportunity good to pay him 
a visit, and, io presenting our gift, to request hia pro- 
tectioD. We found him seated in aa open houee, 
situated in the midst of a spatious garden. Be&iM 
him were a number of his officers, and a few perionfl 
presenting' petitions. Behind him, at a short distance) 
were a group of artizans, of different oCGUpatioD^ 
whom he constantly emplojs. His excellency rec^ved 
us in a very gracious manner, appeared much pleased 
with our present, and gave us the assurance that wo 
should remain free from molestation beneath hi* 
authority. Surely there is reason for gratitude, ibei 
we are permitted Co stay in this heathen land ! Little 
dependance, however, can be placed in the goverif 
uent. Things here are contiHunlly changing. Th« 
Uves and property of the people are at the nrbitrar)' 
disposal of a single individual. The whole counUyi 
and all which it contains, are supposed to be bis 
property. Hence, he gratifies his inclination, without 
the least restraint. While, therefore, we acknowledge 
with gratitude the protection of earthly rulers, wb 
feel the necessity of putting all our confidence in tba 
Lord Jehovah. He can either dispose them to favour 
U6, or defend us from their injustice and cruelljr,' 
There is, certainly, no reason to fear, while ive have 
Bucb a poweriiil friend. It is true that, in coiue-^ 
quence of several reports which reached us, we onoa 
entertained some serious apprehensions respecting ouf - 
personal safety in Burmah ; but, as we approached 



te ahoNf, Kheie-apiiielieiiaioni vMiiAed j tad, wbum 
fka ^Smt,^ irt Inire felt •■ secure smidtt theie haUte^ 
liMi of erttritj- m thougli we .were w a Orittien 
kad^ «lid enjoyed the protectioD of an eqaiteble go* 
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"' ^.Siekiieee ud. the want of a teaoher have^gveatlf 
iHpeded:iqr pragraesin the langnage. I had ftodied 
hat live dayar when I was auddcaly taken with an ex^ 
pMoMthm 9i Uoodfrom my Innga. The diechargo 
«ai:nnally-lNit it greatly reduced my strengths My 
mahaeiB was ao-. great that I waa compelled to re- 
Ikqaiab my itadiet^ • and almost entirely to. abstain 
tnm coovevsatioa. This was a severe trial. It caused 
gfeat-searehings crf^ heart. It led me seriously to 
fiaminp the motives which induced me to come to 
ids heathen land. For two months I was extremely 
#BBk. But He who took away my health has, to a 
esouderahle d^ree, restored it again. Ouce more I 
have returned to my studies. By the assistance of a 
teacher I have read the catechism^ tract, and^a few of 
the first chapters of St. Matthew. I have copied 
brother Judson's grammar, and half of his dictionary. 
Ihe latter I hope to finish in two or three months. 
With real pleasure 1 look forward to the time when I 
shall obtain a knowledge of this difficult language. 
Brother Judson has performed a mighty task. He has 
now the great satisfaction of preaching to the poor 
heathen the words of eternal life. Hitherto he has 
principally confined his exertions to those who visit 
him ; but soon his labpurs will be more public. We 
have recently pi^rchased a small piece of land, adjoin- 
ing the mission premises, on which a place of worship 
is- now erecting. Here brother Judson intends to 
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tpeml the prind)M] part of his time. Anioi^ other 

Huuide ration', I wilt tnenlioo two which indncedul 

ts adopt this plan. We concluded that this method of 

I MMDinunicuting divine truth, would be least calculated 

I to offend the ' powers which be.' And, aa the neca- 

•ly of preaching the guspel is acknowleiiged, 

I be«t also, if possible, to pursue that course which Will 

I Bot excite the suspicions of a cruel and despotio 

gDvernmeat. 'I'he secluded situation of the hoUK 

which we now occupy, had considerable influence 

■pon our minds. It is situated upon no public road, 

■od is almost entirely concealed from the view o 

passengers by lofty trees. This we conceive to heal 

I important reason why so few inquire concerning the 

' gospel. The house which is now building staoda 

^lon one of the roads which lead to the great pa- 

goda. The passing there is immense, especially on 

worship days. We trust our American friends wtU ' 

I pray that from the house which we devote to tl 

I Krvice of God, streams of salvatinn may flovrlOsU 

the surrounding country." 

I remain, my dear Sir, 

Very affectionately and respectfully, 
A. H. J. 
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- Hitherto firepamtioiit only had been nwkiag. Ndw» 
A* 9wai:ea8CBtial p«t of a miMioiiary'fl work iwm 
tetoaUf oommeaDcd : I. mean the public fmaching of 
He gospel. We: bad frequently been cait down, bat 
Jiere not .deatmyed ; we had been dejected, but not 
fitnaken { and- now we saw the way gradually opening 
for the promulgation of the gospel, while a variety of 
diCHinstancea combined to convince us, that God would 
fit make it manifest, that he hod not, thus far, conti* 
aiwd the miaiiion for nought. 

' : Oar mission family, from two, had been increased 
to BIX. (Mr. and Mrs. Hough had embarked for Ben<r 
pL) An unusual spirit of prayer and supplication 
fvidently existed among us, and it seemed the inquiry 
oC eriery individual, '^ What can, what shall we do, for 
Utt :con version of the Bur mans ? " And though our 
newly arrived friends could not speak the language, 
tbsy were continually encouraging those of us who 
•eoald, and spent much time in prayer for them. 

The Zayat, the Burman name for a place for public 
worship, was erected. Centuries had rolled away, 
millions of Burmans had been ushered into eternity, 
aod God, the Creator of the universe, had never before 
seen an al(;ar erected in Burmah for Himself ; had 
■never before heard the voice of prayer and praise as- 
cend in the Burman language. You, my dear Sir, 
who have now become so intimately acquainted with 
the circumstances of the mission, and have so minutely 
followed us for the last six years, can easily imagine 
the impulse and excitement produced by the preceding 
coasideration. From this time, .Mr. Judson transmitted 
to the corresponding Secretary, in the form of a jour- 
nal, every thing that occuirred, of any interest j from 
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wbieb, and a few letters, written by different indivi- 
duals of the naisiiioa family, you will perceive tfae ori' 
gin aad progress of tfae first Christian church erev • 
'established in tbe Barman empire : nnd though, ia 
point of numtters, the success has not been splendid, 
you will, 1 doubt not exclaim with us, " What hath 
God wrought 1 " 

February «4f/i, 1819,Mr. Judson wrote thus :— "Soma 
months have elapsed, since I had an opportunity of ad* 
dressing the Board. During this time, I have been em- 
ployed in reading Burman, holding conversations on re- 
ligion, writing some things preparatory to a more public 
conjmunicalion of the gospel, and superintending the 
erection of a Zayat, a place of public resort. Since 
brother Hough left Rangoon, [he remaining families are 
SO small as to be able to bnd nccommodation, tboi^h 
rathercrowded, in the mission-house, and we conclud- 
ed to defer building another, and to appropriate a 
small part of tbe sum remitted by you for that pur- 
pose (about two hundred dollars), to tbe erection of 
a pidtlic place on one of the principal rnads leading 
from the city to the great pagoda. There it is our 
intention, as fast as we are able to converse intel- 
ligibly, to spend a considerable part of our time ; and, 
if we find the attempt practicable under this govern- 
ment, to have stated puhlic worship. We auoceeded^ 
after much difficulty and delay, in purchasing a small 
piece of ground, adjoining the mission premises, and 
at the same time, opening on the public road j the 
building is slowly going forward, and we hojie win 
be ready to receive company in about a month. The 
measure seems, at present very promising, though it 
Stay eventuate in our banishment from the country. 
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R-iHU, at iMJtt, ib«w to oat ^ our present retit<ed 
tad lirfmaet 'imrteAk dtoatkHiy'tiritof to' iilto fmblie 
Hsvr^aad makeoB^icteniUe'to ttkt maltitiide§ iiHio 
pJMfl -and repate on botineas and wonhip. O that It 
liMjr>proire a Betbd, a bonse of prayer and pndse-! 
i ■'^^ThoHi art ae^aral peraons of wbom we cherleli 
tome hope ; but our hopes have been so freqnentljr 
idBid^nd dapiressed^ that we^know not what to say. 
fhete is ocrtafaily a considerable number, whose sen« 
Ifanents have been changed } and who may be consi- 
dcrad nihe -state of many nominal Christians, some* 
what enlightened and partially convinced ; but I cannot 
say^at 1 haveerer met with a single person; on whose 
■dnd were discoverable the special operations of the 
Hfdy Spirit. The little number of inquirers is fro- 
qaenidy diminished by removal to other parts of the 
country, by death, or by a sudden alarm from govem- 
meht-j and again enlarged by new acquaintances. 
ShuB a little light is, we hope, gradually spreading 
around, thongh so slowly and so ineffectually, as to 
claim but little .notice, and to excite but faint and wa- 
vering expectations of immediate success. 
- ■'* It IS still a source of much gratification to me, 
that I am at length able to converse, if not fluently 
and -acceptably, at least intelligibly, in this most difB* 
oalt language ; tluit I can sit down In the midst of 
aeveral poor heathen, wholly ignorant of their Q6d 
aad Saviour, and, in a short time, enrich theur minds 
with precious truths, which with the Divine blessing, 
ava. sufficient to save their souls. This is a privilege 
Indeed : *a privilege which 1 beg the Board to allow 
me to- enjoy all my days, nor remove me elsewhere, 
iriule there remains jmy rational prospect of succesa* 
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- " I do indeed feel deeply grateful for the comfbttaide 
supply of our necessary wants^ without wUch 'iv« 
could not enjoy the privilege of imparting the gospd 
to these heathen. I should be happy personally (o 
express my gratitude to all who fnrnish this supply^ 
and especially to my honoured patrons, the Board. I 
hope that their care and kindness will not be in vaioj 
J trust that the blessing of maay, ready to periAei 
will ultimately rest on all who contribute to and pray 
for the Burman mission.** 

- Jpril 4lh, 1819, Mr. Judson • again commenced his 
journal as follows :•— " 

*' My close application to the Burman dictioiuny/ 
during the year 1817^ and my subsequent loss of neailjr 
a year, iu the unsuccessfiil attempt to visit Chittagdnglv 
have occasioned a long interruption in my joami^ 
Since my return to Rangoon, the little I have h|id to 
say, I have communicated in letters.' With this day^ 
a new and I hope important era in the mission, I Hh. 
sume the journal. ■ .-r 

" To-day, the building of the Zayat being sufficiently • 
advanced for the purpose, I called together a few peo»* 
pie who live around us, and commenced public wor^- 
ship in the Burman language. I say commenctd, for 
though I have frequently- read and discoursed to the ' 
natives, I have never before conducted a course ol 
exercises which deserved the name of public worsh^i^ : 
according to the usual acceptation of that phraM 
among Christians ; and though I began to preach the 
gospel, as soon as I could speak intelligibly, I have < 
thought it hardly becoming to apply the term preacb- - 
ing (since it ^as acquired an appropriate meaning ia' 
modern use), to my imperfect, desultory exhortatioDa> -. 
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and conversations. But I hope, though with fear and 
tremiiliiigy that I hare now commenced a course of 
poblia worsliip, and regular preaching. This would 
have taken place just a year ago, had I returned to 
Bangoon, as I expected $ and still earlier, had I not 
\»een under a govemment, where I th.tiig^t it prudent 
to gain a considerable acquaintance with the language, 
before commencing public operations, lest I should be 
voable properly to vindicate my coniluct, when called 
to a judicial account 

^* The congregation to day consisted of fifteen per- 
sons only, besides children. Much disorder and inat-' 
tention prevailed, most of them not having been accus- 
tomed to attend Burman worship. May the Lord 
giant his blessing on attempts made in great weakness, 
and under great disadvantages ) and all the glory will 
be His! 

**.JIprU 6th. — This evening I went, for the second 

time, to hear a popular Burinun preacher. On our 

arrival, we found a Zayat, in the precincts of one of 

the most celebrated pagodas, lighted up, and the floor 

spread with mats. In the centre was a frame raised 

about eighteen inches from the ground, where the 

preacher on his arrival, seated himself. He appeared 

to be about^orty-five } ears old, of very pleasant eoun- 

teoancCy and harmonious speech. He was once a 

priest, but is now a layman. The people, as they 

came in, seated themselves on the mats, the men eu 

oae side of the house, and the women on the other. 

It was an undistinguished day, and the congregation 

was very small, not more than one hnndred. When 

we catered, some said, ^ There come some wild fo- 

raigaert ;' but when we sat down properly, and took 

G 
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gS our shoes, they began to to say, ' Noj tbey^are iic^ 
wild I they are civilized.' Some reoogDiased iBe« nacl 
Mid to one another, /It is the. English teadbierj* « 
name by which I am connnpnly known. The preach#f^ 
soon took notice of us, entered into somecoaTeraatifla^ 
invited ns to visit him, and so on; but cm. learning 
that I was a missionary, or, in their- idiom, a veligpim* 
making teacher, his countenance fell, and he said.a» 
more. The people being now convened, one appoinMI 
for the purpose, called three times for silence and b^ 
tention. Each person then took the flowers and.leaTfQt 
whudi had been previously distributed, and placing^ 
them between his fingers^ raised them to his head, watt 
in that respectful- posture remained motionleBS>>iuitil 
the service was closed. This ceremony we of conssi^ 
declined. When all things were properly adjust^d^ 
the preacher closed his eyes, and commence<l the «Xti 
ercise, which consisted in repeating a portion from the 
Burman sacred writings. His subject; was the coa^ 
version of the two prime disciples of Gaudama, nui 
their subsequent promotion and glory. His oratoryil 
found to be entirely different from all that we dfl 
oratory. At first, he seemed dull and monotonous $ bai 
presently, his soft mellifluent tones won their wayinlci 
the heart, and lulled the soul into that state of caka» 
ness and serenity, which, to a Burman minck, somewhat 
resembles the boasted perfection of their saints of QMf 
His discourse continued about half an hour ; and- at 
the close, the whole assembly burst out into a shwi 
prayer, fifter which, all rose and retired. This man 
exhibits twice every evening, in different places. Im 
deed he is the only popular lay preacher in the plaitfOb 
As for thQ' priests, they preach on special pccaaiwn 
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fMj, when they are drawn from thdr secliuiion' aifd 
iMiotrrityi bytili^ solicitations of their adherents. 

** AptU llih, JArd^s day. — ^There were abonl as many 
prctoeatat Burnmn worship in the Zayat^ as last Sun«^ 
day. They behaved with rather more order ; but it 
aeemed' impossible to seeure their fixed attention. 
Those who^ in the course of the week> engaged to 
attend, forgot their engagement; so that the asstimbly 
eonaitfted entirely of people who live around us. I 
aefv^r felt- 00 deeply the immense difficulty of making a 
trsf impression on a heathen people. 

'^jiprilKthy Lord's day. — ^Yesterday we completed 
llie Zayat; set up the front stairs, and laid open the 
ftftranee from the- road. This morning I took my 
MmC on the floor, in the open porch, under a solemn 
impression of the great responsibility attached to my 
Btiw mode of life. 

' ''In the forenoon the members of the mission ^mily 
came over to have our usual worship, having conctud- 
•d'to bold it' for a few Sundays in the Zayat, rather 
ten ^n the bouse, in order to give the Bnrmans soma 
Mba of the place. 

■ ^IH' the afternoon our people came together, and 
•tteral came ih from the road, so that we had an as- 
sembly of between tweuty-flve and thirty, beside* 
llilhiren. At the close of the service, I distributed" 
several Iracis to the strangers. 

-'(•" kiprU 96th, Monday. — ^The forepart of the day quite 
barren. Studied with my teacher, as usuah Towarda 
^^t had an audience of about a dosen, several of 
iHlom wete from the neighbouring village of Kambet 
Asm paid particular attention. 

■ '^^^ -jipnl %fth^ Tuesday.— One ef the most att^iftivtt' 

o2 
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of the bearers' last night, came -again, wHth a- pettj 
officer from another Village. They staid the iSnbst^dC 
the day, deceived a great deal of instruction, and K!ft> 
with a promise that they would come as often as 4%6 
distance of their residence woulfl permit. Considerably, 
encouraged to* day, with the hope that God is preparing' 
a people in this benighted- land. 

" April 5lQth, Wednesday, — Nothing ]nterestiilgp> 
through the day. At night, encountered a bitter op>- 
poser ; he had visited Bengal, and some foe to missioA 
had poisoned his mind : he manifested a most yirnlent- 
^irit. I felt that he would gladly be foremost in de- 
stroying us.' But through Divine grace I was enabled 
to treat him with meekness and gentleness, and- te 
finally left me politely. He appeared to be rich, and. 
had several followers. 

^' In the evening there were some hopeful appearanota 
in Mrs. J /d female meeting, which she has recommenced 
since public worship has been set up at the Zayat. ' 

*' April 9'9th, Thursday, — A young man of twenty- 
four, by name Moung Koo, happened to stroll in last 
Sunday, and was present at worship. He appeared- to 
be rather wild and noidy, though his manners were re- 
iqpectftil. He took a tract and went away, Thi^ 
morning, he made his appearance again, and has been 
with me about two h ou rs . 1 hav e been enabled, t h rough 
Divine assistance, to impart much religious instruction, 
and especially to expatiate with some feeling, on the 
love and sufferings of the Saviour. The truth seems 
to have taken hold of his mind, and though he is quick 
and sensible, and has some savage fire in his eye^ he 
is very docile, and ready to drink in the truth, without 
the numberless cavils and objections which are so^^on- 
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mon among the Kurmnns. He engaged Ui come ne&t 
Simday, promised lo pray constantly, and gave me bis 
name to pmy fur him, tliat he might be a disciple of 
Christ, and be di^livered frum belt. I feel considcmhle 
■ttachmcDt to this young man, and myheartgoes furtli 
lo the mercy scat, in behalf of his preciuus soul. 

" April 30th, Fridag.~~l was agreeably Burjiriseil, in 
IliB morning, to see the young niim of yeiterduy come 
■gain so soon. He staid uti the forenoon, nnd suemed 
dttiroua of hearing us much as possible ikboitt religion. 
Several others came and went. A very busy day ; 
bardly time to prepare these minutes to be forwarded 
)>y a vessel which leaves this port for Bengal, eariy 
lo-nwrrow morning." 

The foUowine; letter to Mrs. S. describes the en- 
couraging appearances, at this time, among the ft' 
■wlea who attended my Wednesday meetings : 

"Your affectionate letter of January 27, 1818, I 
received on the arrival of our new missionary asso- 
ciates, and should ha^e answered it by the last ship 
: \rhich sailed for Bengal, but ill heallh prevented my 
Vriting to any of my American friends. Aecept my 
•incere thanks for the favour, and be assured that your 
«nd Dr. S.'s letters often animate and encourage our 
: mlods. As yuu are particularly interested in this mis- 
iUOOi 1 hesitate not to write discouraging as well ns 
I cMWoraging circumstances, to present the dark as well 
i«fttfte bright side of the case ; and although this me- 
i^tUd will sometimes occasion painful feelings, it will 
idimsite to fervent and persevering prayer, and prevent 
t,.the severe disappointment, which is frequently the re- 
I Wilt of false colouring. Vou have doubtless, my dear 
3lr6. S- -, heard of the series of trials through 
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vhich tbis mission passed during the last year. The 
bright prospect which aniiimted us just before Alr.^ 
Juiison's departure for Chittagoug, passed away in * 
-moment, and was succeeded by an apparently iai^. 
.penetnible cloud. The arrival of the brethreu C. and 
W. greatly rejoiced us, and caused us to feel that tltiv 
ninsion was still ou object of tbe core of Providence. 
But our rejoicings WEu'e quite checked by ibeir both 
txiag token with bleeding aj. the lungs, and other 
symptoius of debility. Brother Coleman hax been gra*. : 
dually recovering, and is able to apply closely to ibt- > 
ptudy of the laitguage, though he is still so weak Bt ' 
the lungs as to be hardly beard viheuleadiagin prayerii ' 
but bruiher Wbeelock has been growing weaker, bat- 
a violent cough, and every Eyinptom of a fixed cODf . 
uiniptioD. We have now given up all hope of his i^ ' 
covery. We consider Mr. and Mrs. Colaian a valuably . 
^quisitiou to the mission, enjoy much in their BOci«ty,; 
and exceedingly regret that the present weak state of' 
hia liuigs forbids our expecting much from his publiQ 
labours fur u Icugth of time. 

" Since Mr. Judaon has commenced public preachings 
in the i^ayat, I have begun again to have uiy fein&Ii. 
meetings, which were giveu up, in cunsequguce oi 
tbe scattered state of the Buriuans around us, allbo: 
time of our governmeut dilHculties. I attend with, 
them every Wednesday evening at seven a' clock, M 
they are more at leisure in the evening than any otliw. 
time. My last meeting' was very animating and tb<'. 
appearance of the females (thirteen in number, all.' '. 
young married women) very encouraging. Some of, I 
tbeni ('cry inquisitive, and after spending two boniv.'., 
I leemcd luth to go. Que said, nhe appeared to^bendfi J 
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JHfie a bfiod pienoii Jost beginning* to see. And another 
iaiil» flhc believed in Christ, pfayed to him daily, and 
asked what else was necessary to make her a real dis- 
dpfe of Christ. I U^d her she must not only say that 
dbe believed in Christ, bnt must believe with all her 
bcwt. She again asked what were some of the evi** 
deaees of believing with the heart. I told her the 
manner of life wouki be changed ; but one of the best 
andences she could obtain would be, when others 
came to qvarrel with her and use abusive language, if, 
so feur from reta&ating, she felt a disposition to bear 
with, to pity, and to pray for them. The fiurman wo- 
«ntii> are particularly given to quarrelling, and to refrain 
ffom it woold be a most decided evidence of a change 

of heart. But, my dear-Mrs. S , we have no rea- 

eob to ekpeet that Uie adversary of souls will let lis 
iMg go on quietly in our exertions to undermine his 
Uligdem here. Will he not make every possible exer- 
Hon for tbe destruction of this infent cause } Yes j 
bm -diongh be rage, he can go no farther than the 
length of his chain, which is held in the right hand of 
Hibi, who loves bis church, who keeps it as the apple 
of* MA'eye, and who, if any of his elect are among this 
Ualatrons people, will keep them from the destructive 
infliieiice of inferior power. ' What though the hea^i- 
then Tttge, and the people imagine a vain thing ? 
What though the kings of the earth set themselves, 
and the rulers take counsel together against the Lord 
aad his cause ? He that sitteth in the heavens shall 
Isogh ; the Lord shall have them in derision. He 
Mill set his son upon his holy hill, he will give the 
hl^en for his inheritance, and the uttermost parts of 
ttsptarth for his possession.* These precious promises. 
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■iny dear Mrs. S , dissipate our desponding. feiRrs, 

and cause us at times to feel, that ' in the Lbrd we 
have everlasting strength/ that He will yet look on bs 
with a favourable ,eye^ and crown our exertions wilh 
success. We hope our friends at home will not be dte* 
couraged, or cease to pray fervently for the prosperity 
,of this mission. If they knew all the circumstances 
and the difficulties we have to encounter, so far from 
being discouraged, they would perceive the greatest, 
ground for encouragement. Through the kindness of 
the Board, our temporal wants are comfortably sup- 
plied, for which we wish to express our gratitude. 

*^ Accompanying is a Siamese catechism, -which I 
have just copied, that you may s^e the iora\ and man- 
ner of writing this language. I have attended to the 
Siamese language for about a year and a half> aiid» 
with the assistance of my teacher, have translated ^e 
Burman catechism, tract, and the gospel of St. ^liat- 
thew into that language. I have also translated one 
of the Siamese books into £ngli3h, and would seiid it 
to you if it was not so bulky and so much labour to 
copy. It is an account of the incarnation of one of 
their deities, when he existed in the form of a g^reat 
elephant ! -The perusal of it, I dare say, would afford 
you much amusement, as well as excite your commi* 
deration for a people who are so deluded as to believe 
such fictitious stories.** 

Continuation of Extracts from Mr, Judsoris Journal, 

" Rangoon, April 1st, 1819. — I perceive that one 
large parcel, forwarded in the year 1816, never readied 
America. It contained, among other thrngs, my jourml 
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from October 1815, to February 1816. On looking 
over the original minutes^ I perceive one article only 
that is worth transcribing, lliat article will, at least, 
serve to give some account of myself^ during a period 
which must appear to be unaccounted for in the letters 
which have reached the Board : 

"January Ist, 1816. — The greater part of my time 
for the last six months has been occupied in studying 
aod transcribing, in alphabetical arrangement, the Pali 
Abigdan, or dictionary of the Pali language, afllixing to 
the Pali terms the interpretation in Burman, and again 
transferring the Burman words to a dictionary. Bur- 
man and English. With the close of the year I have 
brought this tedious woK*k to a close ; and find^ that 
the number of Pali words collected^ amounts to about 
four thousand. It has grieved me to s{)end so much 
time on the Pali ; but the constant occurrence of Pali 
terms in every Burman book^ made it absolutely 
necessary. 

The two languages are entirely distinct. The Bur- 
man is a language siii generis, peculiar to itself. It is 
true we cannot know what affinity it has to some of 
the Indo-Chinese languages, that are yet uninvesti- 
gated ', but it is essentially different from the Sung- 
skrits^the parent of almost all the languages in India 
Proper, and indeed from every language that has yet 
come under the cognizance of Europeans. 

"The Pali, on the other hand, is a dialect of the 

Sungskrit, and was introduced into this country with 

the religion of Boodh. This personage, whose pro- 

pername is Guadama, appeared in Hindostan, about 

i^o thousand three hundred years ago, and gave a 

new form and dress to the old transmigration system, 

o5 
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which, in eoiod shape or otHer, haos existcfl time inn 
memorial. The firahmana, in the mean time^ dressed* 
up the system after their faahkni ^ aad these two nuH 
dificaticms, Brahmanism and Boodhism, struggled for 
the ascendency. At length, the fetmily of Guadama, 
which had held the sovereignty of India, was de^ 
throned, his religion was denounced, and his disciples 
took refuge iu Ceylon and the neighbouring countries^ 
In that island, about five hundred years after the de*' 
cease and supposed annihilation of their teacher. or 
<leity, they composed their sacred writings, in that 
diakct of the Sungskrit which had obtained ia Cejf 
Ion ; thence^ they were conveyed, by sea, to the Indo-- 
Chinese nations. Boodhisdl, however, had gained 
footing in Burmah, before the arrival of the sacred 
books from Ceylon. It is commonly maintained, thttfc^ 
it was introduced by his emissaries before his death. 

** It is obvious, that the introduction of a new reli- 
gion, and new sacred writings, must have great effect 
on the language of a people. And, accordingly, (not 
to speak of the influence which the Pali has had on 
the general construction of the Barman language,) a 
^sonsiderable number of words in common use, aUd'a 
very great proportion of theological terms, are of Pldi 
origin. Thus, though the Pali is now a dead lan- 
guage, cultivated by the learned only, some knowledge 
of it is indispensable to one who would acquire a per» 
feet knowledge of the Burman, and especially to « 
missionary, who intends to translate the Scripturoi, 
and who ought, therefore, above- all others, to be per- 
fectly acquainted with the terms he employs. 

'' With these views, I was desirous of laying a Utile 
foundation for such fiirther improvements in tlie Ui^ 
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piage, as necessity should require, ami leisure permit. 
And having done this — having a vocabulary for dnily 
reference, correction, nnil enlargement, I now propose 
to devote my whole time .igniii to the Burman." 

"May III. 1819. — |15urm(in day of worship ; nf 
cotirse tnony visitors. Atnon^ the rest, Moung Nau, 
tnun who was with nie several bnurs yesterday, but 
from bis silence and reserve, excited Utile attention or 
hope. To-day, however, I begin to think better of 
lum. Moung Koo came again at night, and appeared 
pretty well. These two men, with the two persons 
boat Kambet, of the 97tb of the lost month, 1 call the 
^ita of the week. But let ua see who of them will 
nmeinlier the day of worshi]). 

"Mm/ 2(i, Lord's (Iiii/. — About three o'clock the quiet 
ud modest Moung Nau came in, and took bis usual 
plsce. For the others we louked in vain. About 
'brty present at worship. Very few paid much ntten- 
tio», or probably received any benefit. 

" Jfoy 3d. — Among the visitors of to-day was a re- 
tpectable man, formerly an officer, now a merchant, 
resident at Little Bridge, a village contiguous lo 
Kdmbet. After long and various conversation, in 
which he paid close and respectful attention, he said 
that he was a person not a little versed in Burman 
tit^ature ; but that be now saw he had erred in all ; 
he regretted that he bad lived two years in the neigh- 
bonrhood, without knowing mc ; to-day was an auspi- 
cious day ^ he wished to become my disciple, would 
read my writings with attention, and come as often at 
possible. 

" May 5th. — Moung Nau has been with me several 
haaia. 1 begin to think that the grace of God has 
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reached his heart. He expresses sentiments of repen- 
tance for his sins^ and faith in the Saviour, The sub- 
stance of his profession is> that from all the darkness, 
and uncleannesses and sins of his whole life^ he has 
found no other Saviour but Jesus Christ ; no where 
else can he look for salvation ; and therefore he pro- 
poses to adhere to Christy and worship him all his lif« 
long. 

" It seems almost too much to believe, that . Grod 
bos begun to manifest his grace to the Burmans ; bat 
Ihis day I could not resist the delightful conviction, 
that this is really the case. Praise and glory be Ta 

HIS NAME FOR EVERMORE. AmCU. 

" May 6th. — MoungNau was again with me a great 
part of the day. He appears to be slowly growing in 
religious knowledge, and niahifests a teachable, hum- 
ble spirit, ready to believe all that Christ has said, and 
obey all that he has commanded. 

'' He is thirty-five years old— -no family — middling 
abilities — quite poor — obliged to work for his living, 
and therefore his coming day after day to hear the 
truth, affords stronger evidence that it has taken hold 
of his mind. May the Lord graciously lead his ditrk 
mind into all the truth, and cause him to cleave invion 
lably to the blessed Saviour. 

'' May 8^ft.7~Burman day of wors^. Thronged 
with visitors through the day. Had more or less com- 
pany, without intermission, for about eight hours. Se^ 
veral heard much of the gospel, and engaged to come 
again. Moung Nau was with me a great part of the 
day, and assisted me much in explaining things to newr 
comers. Towards night, a man came in, by name- 
Mqung Shway Oo, whom I think it tune to mentioB. 
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particiilarljr^ as he has Tisited me several times ; and 
though^ like Moung 'Sou, apparently backward at 
first, he appears to be really thoughtful. He is a 
young man of twenty-seven^ of very pleasant exterior, 
and evidently in good circumstances. Poor Moung 
¥mo, who appeared so forward at first, alas, too for- 
"ward ! has quite discontinued his visits. No news 
yet from the villages of Kanibet and Little Bridge. 

" Maij 9th, Lord*8 day. — Moung Shway Oo came in 
the morning, and staid through the whole day. Only 
two or three of all I conversed with yesterday came 
again. Had, however, an assembly of thirty. After 
worship some warm disputation. I begin to feel that 
I the Burmans cannot stand before the truth. In the 
I oouree of the conversation Moung Nau declared him- 
self a disciple of Christ, in presence of a considerable 
number ; and even Moung Sliwoy Oo appeared to in- 
cline the same wnv. 
i 

" May lOth, — Early in the, morning Moung Nau 
came to take leave, being obliged to go to a distance 
After timber — his usual occupation. I took him alone, 
wd prayed with him, and gave him a written prayer 
to help him in his private devotion. He received my 
parting instructions with great attention and so- 
lemnity ; said he felt that he was a disciple of Christ 
"-Sloped that 1|9 should be kept from falling — desired 
the prayers of us all — expressed a wish that, if he held 
out some time after his return, we would allow him to 
profess Christ in baptism, and so he departed. The 
Lard Jesus go with him, and bless him. He is poor. 
I felt a great desire to give him something ; but 
j thought it safer to put no temptation in his waf. tf, 
y 'W bis return^ he still cleave to Christ, his piSfe^sion 
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wilt be more satisfactory than it would be if he had 
any expectations from me. 

*' May llth. — ^Had more or less company from 
morning till night. Among the rest MoungShway 
Oo, and two or three others^ who appear to be pretty 
wdl satisfied that the Boodhist religion has no foun- 
dation. Conversation was very animated^ and somer 
what encouraging ; but I wanted to see more seriousr 
nesSf and more anxiety to be saved from sin. 

'' Heard much to-day of the danger of introducing 
a new religion. All agreed in opinion that the king 
would cut off those who embraced it, being a king 
who could not bear that his subjects should differ ia 
sentiment from himself, and who has, for a long time>' 
persecuted the priests of the established religion of the 
empire, because they would not sanction all his inno- 
vations. Those who seemed most favourably ^8*> 
posed, whispered me, that I had better not stay i« 
Rangoon and talk to coomion people, but go directly 
to the ' lord of Ufe and deathJ If he approved of tht 
religion, it would spread rapidly ', but, in the preaeot 
state of things, none would dare to prosecute their 
inquiries, with the fear of the king before their eyet- 
They brought forward the case of the Kolans, a seet 
of Burmans, who have been proscribed and put |o 
death under several reigns. I tried to set them right 
in some points, and encourage them to trust in the 
care of an Almighty Saviour -, but they speak low, and 
look around fearfully, when they mention the name of 
the ' owner of the sword,* 

" May iSth. — Had company all day, without inter* 
mission. About noon Moung Nau c(une in, havtui^ 
given Hp his journey^ on account of the uq&itfafutneia 
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of his employer. H'u liehnviouj and converMtion 
were very sntisfuctory. He regrets the wool of a be- 
aring asitociaCe, but declau^s hia detemiiniitian of 
adhering to Chriat, though no Burman ghould eTBlti 
)(rin bini. " 

■' Muung Shway Doan, a man who hns attended two 
Snndays, and made ^ome uccasionRl visits, was uitti 
me several boure. He professes to have felt the truth 
of thia religion, ever since he first heard about it, and 
DOW desires to be a disciple of Christ. He has ob- 
Uined, I lind, considerable knowledge of the Chrialinn 
lystem ; but iloes not nppeor to have much sense of 
kia own sins. May the Spirit teach him what man 
dBiiot. 

" Mag ISlh. — Moung Nau has been with me all 
diyiaswcllas yestcrilHv. He is anxious] to be re- 
ceived iato our eaoipaiiy, and thinks it a great privi* 
itgt to be the first among the Burniana ia professing 
the religion of Jesus Christ. He has been told plainly, 
ibat he has nothing to expect in this world but perse- 
tution, and perhaps death ; but he thinks it better to 
die fur Christ, and be happy hereafter, than to live a 
Uif days, and be for ever wretched. All the members 
of the mission have, at different times, conversed with 
fiun, and are satisfied that a work of grace is begun in 
Us heart. 

"May mth. Lord's day. — In the forenoon, a man 
etune in from Kyaikasan, a neighbouring village, and 
listened with more apparent sincerity than is com- 
munly manifested during the first visit. He had re- 
ceived a tract about a^ear ago, and had thought con- 
fiderably on the subject. 

About the usual number were present at worship ; 



1 






136 AMERICAN BAPHST MISSION 

but a larger proportion than' common were strang^ers. 
A lawyer belonging to the viceroy, and some other 
respectable persons^ were present, and gave me much 
trouble, without, I fear, receiving any benefit. Moufag 
Shway Doan was present, and appeared pretty well 
after worship. Moung Shway Oo has, I suppose re- 
turned to Henthadah, the next city above Rangoon. 
He took no leave of me 5 yet I cannot give up all 
hope of hilt). At his last visit, he said he should con- 
stantly read my writings, and pray to the eternal God. 
*' May 17th, — Moung Nau has received an advan- 
tageous offer to go to Ava, in the employ of a boat 
owner. We were afraid to dissuade him from accfepi- 
ing it, as he has no way of getting a living; and 
equally unwilling to have him absent several months. 
At length we advised him not to go, and he at once, 
acquiesced. 

*' May 20//1. — For several days there have been no 
visitors at all. I ascribe it partly to the distress which 
presses on all ranks of people, on account of the heav;f 
tax which is now raising. Yesterday we received an 
order to pay, on account jof our servants, forty-eight 
ticals of pure silver, equal to thirty dollars. To-day, 
after having made every inquiry, we applied to the 
viceroy. He replied, that it was an extraordinary takj 
and must be paid ; but that we might be excused froni 
paying it to the proper officer, and have the privilege 
of paying it to himself ! We were, therefore, obliged 
to produce the money. 

" May 21 si.— Had several attentive hearers ; amonj^ , 
the rest Moung Ay, who says that the good news bai 
taken hold of his mind. I have been so frequently 
disappointed in visitors, who appeared promising the 
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firgt time, but never came agaiDj that I have lost all 
credit in early profeesion.s ; yet I ciinnot but Iiope well 
of this man, especially as Moung Nau appeared to like 
him better tiian any other inipiirer. 

" May 92d.— We Imve takeii JMoung Nau to live 
with us, intending to employ him in copying some 
small things for distribution, which we cannot get 
printed at present, and allow him ten ticnis a month. 
Our principal object, however, is to keep him in the 
way of instruction, hoping that he will ultimately be 
nsefiil to his countrymen. 

" At night, Moung Ay came the second time, and 
appeared anxious to Know the way of salvation. But 
I am grieved to find that he is going away on businees 
to-morrow morning, and will be absent a long time, 

"May SSd, iorifs rfoi/.— The Kyaikaaan villager, 
Moang Nyo, mentioned last Sunday, came again, with 
three companionE. He staid the whole day, and ap- 
pears to be in the same state of mind as Moung Ay. 
Soth say, they are convinced that there is an eternal 
God i that having denied him all their lives, and, of 
course, lived contrary (o his commands, their sins are 
great j and that the news of salvation through the 
death of the Son of God, is good news. Thus &r 
they venture. But whether the Spirit has given, or 
will give them true love to (he Saviour, and thus en- 
able them to trust in him, we must leave for lime to 
ascertain. 

" May 9ith. — A ship, long-expected from Bengal, 
came up the river, but was obliged at night lo anchor 
'few miles below the town, 

"May '2bth. — In the afternoon the captain came on 
We received a few loose letters from Bengal. 
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'Had the mortification to find that most of otir lettens 
tvere in a parcel and boK Etawed away in the hold. 

" May ZSlh. — Out ail day ; but unable to get boU 
of the precious articles. 

" May ^Jth. — la the afternoon had news that the 
<pBrcel Tvss Bent ashore ; and at the same moment re- 
ceived peremptory orders from the collector of the 
(^strict, to pay four hundreil and fifty ticals of pure 

'er. The order was communicated through the 

se medium us the laet, and all the circumstances 
conspire to convince us, that it is done by the autho- 
tity of the viceroy ; and if he Bucceeds in getting this> 
money, it will most assuredly be the beginning of bj 
system of entortion, which will make it impossible for 

to remain at Rangoon. Wliat shall we do ? We 
GWinot expose the funds of the Board to the mercy of . 
a government which demands himilreds at once. We ' 
Cftunot go up to Avajuat now, mid seek redreaa of the 
I jemperor. The viceroy would interdict the uieasure, 
« the object would be apparent.* The poor parcel 
! lost its value. We glanced at a few of the most iJOf . 
portant letters ; anJ hagtened to lay our ease before, 
two Europeans, who hold places under government. > 
Both promised to use their inHueace, Late at nighty - 
after the evening levee, we received information &0IB 
them both, that they had forgotten our case. We . 
have nothing, therefore, to do, but to commit it to 
Him who will not forget us, and retire to rest wilb 1 
achio^ hearts. 

" Mag 2SiA. — Applied again to one of the officers,.. 



* This viceroy had been la oflSee. but a sbort U 
Wtre not puticularly laqualaud wilb lum. 
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in wkoflD I hftve- BM6t doofidence. Spent the forenooii 
in drawings op • meoiorlal (to be presented to the Tice^ 
iof as a last resort)^ stating our object in coming to 
the country, our means of support, and our minify 
terial character. At noon, received news from the 
oAcer applied to in the morning, that he had been 
htSore the rasrwoon, the second in government, and 
•tilled the impropriety of taxing ministers of religion | 
thai the rajwoon summoned the head of the district, 
sad having ascertained that the order did not emanate 
fnm the viceroy himself, dismissed him with a repri«> 
naiid. • O, what a relief to our burdened hearts { 
Thanks be to a gracious Saviour! 

^r^ In thse afternoon succeeded in getting the box, in 
ydiich most of our tetters were deposited. Enjoyed 
nhtppf Beasoa, in devonring much private and publla 
M^gence from our dear friends and native land^ 
Xbaso are the first latters that have been forwarded 
fivn B^igal for eight months. 

^ June 3d. — ^Have had but little company in th6 
Zijittt fbv several ddys. In the intervals, have been 
happy in examining the magazines and other pubKca^ 
tiona^ lately received — a pleasure peculiar to a mis* 
fliomupy in a heathen land. 

" June 6th, Lordt day. — ^Had two interesting vi- 
sitors. They were present at worship, and staid till 
dark*-»e^rtain they should come again -» but will 
they^ 

** After partaking of the Lord's supper in the even* 
ii^i we read and considered the following letter of 
Ifoong Nau, which he wrote of his own accord : — 

. f I^ Moung Nau, the constant recipient of your 
excellent fiivour, approach your feet. Whereas my 
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Lord*8 three have come to the cmlntiy of Barttalif 
not for the purpose of trade, but to preach the feli^ 
g^oQ of Jesus Christy the Sou of the eternal Ood; I, 
having heard and understood, am, with aJojM mkMJV 
filled with love. . wi 

* I believe that the Divine Son, Jesus Christ, alif^ 
fered death, in the place of men, to atone for thdt 
sins. Like a heavy-laden man, I feel my sins are very 
many. The punishment of my sins I deserve- to suVsp. 
Since it is so, do you, Sirs, consider, that I, takiag 
refuge in the merits of the Lord Jesus Chlrlst, and ''re» 
ceiving baptism, in order to become his disciple, dhidl 
dwell one with yourselves, a band of brothers, in' tbe 
happiness of heaven, and (therefore) grant me the 
ordinance of baptism.^ It is through the grace ■'•^f 
Jesus Christ, that you. Sirs, have come by ship, fhna 
one country and continent to another, and that hIb 
have met together. I pray my Lord*s three, tbotn k 
suitable day may be appointed, and that I may ree€l#e 
the ordmance of baptism. 

* Moreover, as it is only since I have met with yitHf} 
Sirs, that I have known about the eternal God, I t«ii^ 
ture to pray, that you will still unfold to me the rel[- 
gion of God, that my old disposition may be destroyed, 
and my new disposition improved.' • v ^ 

" We have all, for some time, been satisfied ooii^ 
cemiog the reality of his religion, and therefore votNl 
to receive him into church fellowship, on his being^ 

^ At the time of writing this, not having heard much o^ bap- 
tisno, he seems to have ascribed an undue efficacy Xo th6 drdiauitfk 
He has since corrected bis error; but the translator* iUnki U 
most fair and impartial to give tbe letter, juat as it was vrlttiB 
at first. I /.- 
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biplixed^ and propoBed next Sunday for administering 
the pnlifiance. ■ 

\* June 90tk, Lord^M day. — ^For the last fortnight^ 
have .had bnt little company at the Zayat, owing, pro- 
bably, to the rains which have now fully set in. The 
town has also been in great confusion, in prospect of 
ihie.viceroys departure for Ava. We have been called 
on to pay another tax of fifteen ticals — got off with 
pairing half. Have had several other molestaticms 
jfrom petty officers of government. Concluded to 
postpone Moung Nau*s baptism, till the viceroy be 
ftirly off. He left Rangoon yesterday, and has arrived 
at the nelt village, which is a kind of rendezvous 
to . the vast multitude of boats that accompany 
him. 

, .^* To-day Moang Shway Doan appeared again, after 
wm abseocc of several weeks, and a little revived our 
hopes concerning him. Several whom I have particu- 
laily mentioned, have discontinued their visits, though 
I am satisfied that they are convinced of the falsity of 
the Burman religion, and of the truth of the Chris- 
tian. I cannot possibly penetrate their motive;^. 
Whether, after several visits, they meet with some 
tlivieatening suggestion, that awakens their fears oF 
persecution 5 or whether, at a certain stage in their 
Inquiries, they get such an insight into the gospel, as 
fonaes the enmity of the carnal heart, I am not able 
Crom my experience hitherto to ascertain. 

" June ^\st — ^The town is in the utmost anxiety and 
llnrpi* . Order after order has reached our- viceroy, to 
tolleB his return to Ava, with all the troops under 
Great news is whispered. Some say there is a 



r. rebcdlion ; some say the king is sick 5 some that he i« 
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4e^ Biit none dare to say this plainly; It wcniti|>b# 
a enmt of the first magnitude; for the ' iMd oflitmi 
md water* is called hnmortai. The eldest soA-6f liit 
•Meat son (his fether beings dead)^ has long. beetD^deti 
dared the heir of the crown j but be has twb vckiy 
|K»wer^l uncles, who> it is lupposed, will colitast: Mv 
right $ and, in all probability^ the whole coraatpy'wMI 
soon be a scene of anarchy and c^il war.< 
r '' June 9M, — Out all the morning listenings fW 
taws, uncertain whether a day or an houl* will: nnl) 
plunge us into the greatest distress. The whole plaov 
is sitting in sullen silence, expecting* an explosion^; 
About ten o'clock a royal despatch boat pulls Up to 
the shore. An imperial mandate- is produced. Th# 
crowds make way for the sacred messengers, and -^14 
low them to the high courts where the authorities' of 
the place are assembled. Listen ye — ^The immortal 
king (wearied it would seem with the fatigHilea of 
royalty) has gone up to amuse himself in the celeitM 
re^ous. His grandson, the heir apparent, is SeatStd 
da the throne. The 3roung monarch enjoins on idl fo^ 
rettiain quiet, and wait his imperial orders. •• ' ^ 

'' It appears that the prince of Toung Oo, one of 
his uncles,' has been executed, with his family and oA^ 
herents^ and the prince of Pyee placed in confinementi 
There has probably been bloody work ; but it seems^* 
from what has transpired, that the business has b^en^ 
settled so expeditiously^ that the distant provino6# 
will not feel the shock. 

'' June 93(i. — Had some encouraging conversaliotf 
with Moung Thahlab, a young man, who has beM 
liting in our yard several months. He has laltotf 
aaade me many visits at the Zayat^ and appeared 
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Ihoiig^rtfttl and icachabic. To^ajr^ on beiiig aakai 
the stata of his mind, he replied with tomcf feetiagr 
(hat .he apd all mea ware isionera, and expoaed to 
ftiliire imnisbmeBt; that, according to the fioodfalU 
^teiB^ ^ere waa bo way of pavdon; but that, ae« 
ettadni^tathe religion which I taught, there was dqI 
cnAy a .way of pardon, but a way of enjoying- endleaa- 
hapiuneas in. beavea^ and that, therefore, he wanted 
to believe in Christ. I stated to him,.as usual, that 
he must think mnch on the h>ve.of Christ, and pmy to 
Crod for an enlightened mind and new heart, and then 
gave him a form of prayer suited to his case. 

''In the evening female-meeting, his sister, MfL 
Baik, whose husband also lives in our yard, manifested 
considerable feeling (especially when Mrs. Judson 
pmyed with her alone), and expressed strong desire to 
obtain an interest in the Saviour. 

" June 9,7th, Lords day, — There were several 
aferangers present at worship. After the usual course, 
I called Moung Nau before me, read and commented 
oa an appropriate portion of scripture, asked him 
aeveral questions concerning, his /ae^A, /zope, and JoM, 
and made the baptismal prayer, haviiig oont'luded to 
have all the preparatory exercises done in the Zayat.-^ 
We, then proceeded to a large pond in the vicinity, 
tho.bank of which is graced with an enormous image 
<4 Cfludama, and there administered baptism to the 
QmI^ Burman 'Convert O, may it prove the beginning 
of a series of baptisms in the Burman empire, which- 
abaU contiaue ia uninterrupted succession to tbe end 
4C> timet 

v'ff:Af^4//kr— News arrived that the prince of Fyee 
j^Mbin priaoaof his iMrokea limbs. The emissaries otf* 
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and pitied men that he suffered death ia their iteftd^ 
My mind is sore on account of the sins I have cpm^ 
mitted during the whole, of my life» particularly m 
worshipping a false god. Our religion,, puicas it 
may he, does not purify the minds of those who lie-^- 
lieve.it — it cannot restrain from sin. . But the rtlioioa 
of Jesus Christ makes the mind pure. His discipi^niL 
desire not to grieve him by sinning. In our religioii. 
there is no way to escape the punishment due to 8iii> 
but, according to the religion of Christ, he hiai8el£ 
has died in order to deliver his disciples. I wish aU 
the Burmans would become his disciples 5 then we 
should meet together as you do in your countrj.f 
then we should be all happy together in heaven- Uevc. 
great are my thanks to Jesus Christ for sendhig. 
teachers to this country, and how great are my thanka 
to the teachers for coming ! Had they never come 
and built that Zayat, I should never have heard o£ 
Christ and the true God. I mourn that' so much of 
my life passed away before I heard of this religion; 
How much I have lost I' It is peculiarly interesting 
to see with what eagerness he drinks in the trutha^ 
from the Scri[Xtores. A few days ago I was reading 
with him Chrisfs sermon on the mount. He was. 
deeply impressed, and unusually solenuu * Theae. 
words (said he) take hold on my very heart ; they- 
make me tremble. Here God commands us to .doL 
every thing that is good in secret, not to be seen q£- 
men. How unlike our religion is this ! When Bvr«. 
mans make offerings to the pagodas, they makeji^. 
great noise with drums and musical instrument?, ibafe^ 
others may see how good they are. But this relig^ioo^. 
makes the mind fear God, it makes it of its own w*. 
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cord iear iin/ When I read this passage, Lay not up 
for yoiiredives treasures, &c. he said, ' What words 
are these ! It does not mean that we shall take the 
sflver and gold from this world and carry them to 
heihren ; but that, by becoming the disciples of Jesus, 
wt shall liTe in such a manner as to enjoy faeayen 
when we die.' We hare taken him into our employ 
for the present, as a copyist, though our primary object 
wiM to have him near us, that we might have a better 
oppott u nity to know more of him before he received 
baptism, and of imparting to him more instruction 
than occasional visits could afford. Mornings and 
evenings he spends in reading the Scriptures, and 
when vre all meet in the hall for family worship, he 
eomes and sits with us ', though he cannot understand, 
he says he can think of God in his heart. 

*' Wednesday, 4th . — I have just had a very inte- 
resting meeting with the women, fifteen in nuipber. 
They appea^red unusually solemn, and I could not 
help hoping that the Holy Spirit was hovering over 
IS, and would ere long descend, and enlighten (heir 
precious immortal souls. Their minds seem to be 
thready prepared to embrace the truth, as their pre- 
judices in favour of the Burman religion are appa- 
rently destroyed. They also appear to be convinced 
that the atonement for sin provided .in the gospel, is 
soHable' for persons in their situation. But they 
lineqnently say, the great difficulty in the way of their 
beeoming Christians, is the sinfolness of their hearts, 
which they cannot yet overcome. O, for the in- 
Mbaces of that Spirit, which can alone effect the 
■Iglity change ! Pray much, my dear Mrs. S — — , 
fhcf particularly for these perishing females, who 
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begin to feel the pow er of sin, and I trust also to fear 
the consetjuences. After meeting this evening Mouag 
Nau, the fiurman con^'ert, came in, and observed that 
the truths were solemn which had been communicated, 
and his mind was uneasy. I asked the reason. He 
said, ' he found he had many sjoa remaining in his 
heart, and be knew not whether Christ would save 
him.' I told him Christ came to save such lost, help- 
less sinners as he thought himself j and if he put his 
■trust in Him he would surely save him, though his 
Bins were ever so numerous. It rejoices our hearts to 
Bee such evident marks of the operations of the Holy 
Spirit in this man, and we feel, in hearing bis airaple 
eommunications of the exercises of his mind, that we 
are more than compensated for all the dayaof dark- 
ness and discouragement which we Lave spent in this 
heathen land. 

" June 17lh.~—l must now, my dear Mrs. S , 

finish my letter, as we hear a vessel is to Bail for 
Bengal in a few days, and I have twenty unanswered 
letters now liefore me. The town at present is all in 
confusion, on account of the enormous taxes whicti 
have beftU lately levied, and the speedy departure of 
the present viceroy for Ava. He has been here only & ^ 
yenr nnit a half, and though he has not been recalled 
by the king, he is about to depart on a visit, as he says, 
to his family, who are still at Ava, but it is jtrobable 
that he will not immediately return. The expenses of 
his journey are defrayed entirely by the poor people, 
who are at such times exceedingly oppressed. In ad- 
. dition to this, there has been an extra tax levied tot. 
• the king, from the payment of which not a singlfr 
' family has been exempted, not even slaves uid^ 
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foreigners, who have escaped on every other occasion. 
We too have had our trials and perplexities, iu coa- 
Hequence of the levy of this ta«, The first demiutd 
was moderate, not exceeding thirty dollars. This we 
did not intend to pay, if we could poasibly avoid it. 
We accordingly applied to the viceroy; but be said it 
was n tax from which he himself was not exempt — 
we must therefore pay it. We had no other appeal." 

Mr. Judson's Journal continues thus : — 

" Rangoon, Juli/ tilh, 1819. — First day of Burmon 
Lent. AH the members of g-overnment went to the 
great pagoda, and took llie oath of allegiance to the 
new king. 

" At night a Inrge company came in — all disposed 
to condemn and ridicule, and persecute — intluenced 
hy one very virulent opposer, who has been here 
before. When the storm was gathering', Moung Nau 
withdrew. A most trying time, chiefly rendered so, 
by its being an indication of the spirit which generally 
prevails among this people, though commonly re- 
strained by politeness, and which, ne fear, may issue 
in something worse, and more to be dreaded, than our 
own personal inconvenience and persecution. 

" Heard, at the same time, that several of the 
people who live about us, and commonly attend 
worship, had privately gone to the pagoda, and made 
m offering. All these circumstances conspire to make 
DS feel desolate, and put our trust in God alone. 

, " July lOlli. — Some pleasant conversation with 
Moung Thahlah. Seldom a day passes, in which he 
does not spend an hour or two with me or Moung 
Nbu. This man is rather superior to the common 
■Bnrraans, in point of abilities, and though not very 
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lesriied, he has read much more than the generality. 
He is much superior to any one resident on our 
premises ; and, if converted, would be a valuable 
acquisition to the missiou. 

"Jiiiy lith. — Compiuiy all day. Motmg E, whtMe 
name I have not yet nientioncd, though he has made 
several visits, broke througih his usual reserve, and 
acknowledged his love for this religion, and thuu^t 
he should become a disciple, and not return to Savoy, 
whence he lately came on some government business. 

"Moung Thalah appears to be really earnest in his 
desires to become a disciple of Christ. His sister, '. 
Bnik, who was lately (Iruwn into a high cjuarrel witb a 
neighbour, expresBes much sorrow, and says that the 
circumstanee has convinced her, more than ever, of 
the evil of her heart, and the necessity of gettiog R new 
nature before ahe can be a disciple. 

" Much encouraged by the events of the day. Titb 
Lord can bless the feeblest means, the most unworthy I 
instruments. Pmsed be his name. 

" July 13(A. — The sixth aniversary of the com- 
tnencement of the mission. 

"Jvlif l%th. Lord's day. — Discoursed on Matt. vi». 13. 
concerning the broad way to destruction, and the Har- 
row way to life ; the hearers considerably ntteative. 
To-d!iy our viceroy has returned to Rangoon, bein|' 
forbidilen to proceed to Ava, before taking the oatlt of 
allegiance to the new King. 

" Jaiif \Qth. — Had some particular conversation with 
Moung Thalah on his spiritual state. He says, that 
the more he reads and hears of the Christian reli^ui 
the more inclined he becomes to believe and embraca 
it; but fears that his weakness and sinfulness iacap»- 
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'Cftate him for ketping its holy, precepts, as it becomes 
apnifedsing disciple^ 

: i : Jtc^ 99th, — ^Finished revising the tract for a new edi- 
tion. Have considerably enlarged it^ particularly by 
addnig several prayers $ so that it now stands, 'A view 
td the Christian Religion, in four parts. Historical^ 
Aactical, Preceptive, and DevotionaL' We intend 

' JMpding the manuscript to Serampore, with a request to 
iMother Hough, that he will get it printed, in a large 
edition of five thousand copies. The first edition of 
doe thousand is nearly exhausted. Such indeed is the 
•demand for it, since the opening of the 2iayat, that we 
should have given away all the copies long ago, had 
we BOt been doubtful about a firesh supply. 
• ^JuhfSOth. — 'Had several attentive visitors } one of 
^lem etaid two hours, and appeared very unwilling to 
leave. His mild manners and apparent openness of 
heart, tended to heighten my desires and stimulate my 
pfay ers, for the salvation of his precious soul. 

'^August l$i, L9rd^9 day.— Several respectable and 
.vealtfay people present at worship. One of them vi- 
me several months ago, and received a tract, 
then, he has thought much, and conversed with 

. aome of his friends about the new religion. Yesterday, 
ha sent word he was coming to worship, with se- 
vctal others. He was rather reserved to-day, and said 
hut little ^ yet sufficient to show that he has imbibed 
vome new notions, which, whether they issue in con- 

. Tcmen or not, will, I trust, prevent his ever settling 

-dawn in his old system. His liame is Oo Yah. 

'^^.^ August 9nd, — The family of the old gentleman of 

yesterday, came to see Mrs. Judson, saying, that their 

had sent them to listen to the instructions of 
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the femnle teacher. They appear to be one of the 
most civilized famihes we liave met with ; behaved 
with much politeness and reapect, and begged leave to 
come again. 

"jiuguU Srd. — Several neighbours of Oo Yah Bpent 
some time at the Zayat, and listened attentively. 

" jiugust fih. — Brother Wheelock embHrked for 
Beogal ; but in so low a slate, that we fear tbe voyage, ■ 
instead of being beneficial, will tend to shorten his life. 

" /iugust 8th, Lord's day. — Several strangers present 
at worship — a larger assembly than usual. 

"August I9th. — Had more company than for a fart- 
night past. Very little intermission through the day. 
JuKt at night, three utraiigcrs came in, and listened 
with remarkable attention. Theyappeared to be parti- 
cularly impressed with the value of a happy immor> 
tality, as far superior to any thing which the Burmai) 
system can offer, and also with tbe love of Christ, as 
far surpassing all other love. 

" August 'iOtk. — Several Mahometans came in, having 
heard, as they said, that ! denounced all religions hut 
the Christian. We had a long debate on the Divine 
Sonship of Jesus Christ. At first It was very offensive 
to them; but when tbe doctrine of the Trinity was 
explained to them, they bad no other objection to make, 
but that the Koran denied that God had a Son. Thejr 
appeared to be somewhat desirous of knowing what is 
truth J said they should come again, and must either 
convert me to Mahometanism, or themselves become 
converted to Christianity. I discovered afterwards, that 
one of them was a priest 3 but he kept in the back 
ground, and said nothing. 

" Aiigasl '2\st, — Have not lately mentioned Mtmng 
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-Thalah, though he has continued to visit me regularly. 
To-day I had a conversation %vith him^ which abnost 
"i^tlled my mind that he is really a renewed man. He, 
however^ thinks he is not> because he finds his heart so 
depraved, that he cannot perfectly keep the pure com- 
mands of Christ. 

^^ Auguit9find, Lord^i day. — ^Two of the adherents of 
.^^Mangen teacher, the popular preacher whom I 
ttentioned some time ago, were present at worship, 
i had much conversation with them 5 in the course of 
whioh, I so clearly refuted their system, in two or three 
ituriances, that they could not refrain from an involun* 
lery expression of assent and approbation. They di« 
ftetly said, however, that it was impossible for them 
to think 'of embracing a new religion. I never saw 
flMMe clearly the truth of our Saviour's words, ' Ye 
Ml mot come unto me.* 

' ^' After worship, had another conversation with 
Bimuig Thalah. He hopes that he is a disciple of Jesus 
Christ in heart 5 but wants to know whether a profes- 
sion of religion is indispensable to salvation. He fears 
tte persecution that may hereafter come on those who 
feiMke the established religion of the empire. I gave 
htai such explanation as I thought suitable, and left 
hUii with the solemn consideration, that unless he 
hnred Christ above his own life, he did not love him 
Sbeer^ly^ and ought not to hope that he is interested 
in his redemption. 

^His sister. Ma Baik, is in a very similar state. 
8h6 has been particularly attentive and solemn in her 
appearance for some time past. 

"In such cases, it is a great consolation to reflect, 
the tender, compassionate Saviour, will not break 
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bruised reed, nor quench, the smoking taper. He 
will strengthen and restore tlie one, and the other he 
will light up with his own celestial lire. 

" AugvU 24(fl. — Aootber conversation with MouDg 
\ Thalah, which at length furcca idc to admit the con- 
Tiction ihnt he \s a real convert ; and I venture to set 
liim down the second disciple of Christ umong ihe 
Vurmnns. He appears to have all the cbarBcteriBdo 
a neW'born soul, and though rather timid in regHtd 
an open profession, lins, 1 feel satJBtied, that love to 
Christ, which will increase and bring him forward in 
I due time. 

"Aa^nsl IRlk. — IVas visited by Moung Shway-gtjong, 
I a teacher of considerable distinction. Ileappeanto 
h^ hnlf deist and half sceptic, the first of the sort 1 
have met with among the liurmuns. He, however^ 
worships at the pngodas, and confonns to all the pre* 
tailing customs. We had a very interesting dehateiin 
which we cleared up some prelim in uries, preparatoty, I 
hope, to future discussions. 

" Just at night, (he viceroy, returning from on exoor* 
■ion of pleHBUre, passed by our roiwt, for the fint time 
since the Znyat was built. He was seated on a hi^c 
elephant, attended by his gu^irds and numerous suite, 
and, ns he passed, eyed us very narrowly. Several 
Burmans were silting round me and Mre. Judion. < 

"After he Imd passed some lime, two of his prisate 
secretaries came in, with a viceregal order, signifyiB^ 
his higness's desire to see the manner in which printing 
is executed. I replied, that the teacher who under* 
stood printing had gone to Bengal, talking the tj^cs i 
with him and that it was impossible tu comply with 1 
the order. They departed with evident dissatit&ction. I 
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" Aagutl 9.7th. — ^In order to obviale the bud effects 
of the report of the oiTicera of yeaterdny, 1 went to the 
government-house, intending to have a personul in- 
terview with the viceroy. After waitiog two houre in 
the levee hall, he made liis ajipearance, and, on ret^og- 
oizin^ me, im mediately inquired about the press anil 
types. I told him my story, and when he understood 
^BMt 1 was ignorant of the art of printing, he appeared 
catiefied to let the matter rest. In the course of the few 
words which passed between us, he said, that he wish- 
ed to get several Burman bool^s printed. He seemed 10 
be more bindly disposed townrds mc than formerly ; 
but it seems impossible to introduce the subject of 
religinn in his presence, surrounded, as he always is, 
with a. crowd of courtiers and secretaries, petitioners, 
«nd lawyers. 

"Had but just returned home, when the teacher 
Uoung Shway-gnong, cnroe again, and staid from 
naon till quite dark. We conversed incessantly the 
whole time; but I fear that no real inipressioa is 
mftde oB bis proud sceptical heart. He, hovrever, 
promised to pray to the eternal Ood, through Jesus 
Christ, aod appeared, at times, to be in deep thought. 
He is a man of very superior argumentative powers. Hie 
ouuversation would probnbly shalve the faith of many. 

"August Wifi. — ^A great deal of company all day 
long. Quite worn out with Incessant toil. 

" At night, the viceroy again passed, as the day be- 
fere yesterday ; and the snnie secretaries came in, 
■aytng, that it was the viceroy's desire, that I should 
translate, and get printed, if possible, some historical 
writings of my country. I told them I would tak* 
.the. first opportunity of calling on his highness. 
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"August 3\st. — A man, by name Moung Ing has 
viaited the Zaynt five or six days in auccession. At 
first, a variety of other company prevented my at- 
tending much to him, and he conversed chiefly with 
Moung Nau, and employed himself in reading St. 
Matthew. He once told Moung Nau, that he bad 
long been looking after the true religion, and was 
ready to wish tliat he had been born a brute rather 
than to die in delusion, and go to hell. Sunday, I 
conversed with him largely, and his attention, during 
worship, was very close and solemn. To-day, he has 
made me half inclined to believe that a work of grace 
MVb begun in his soul. He says, that he formerly bad 
T.aomc idea of an eternal God, from his mother, who 
f was christened a Roman Catholic, in consequence of 
I with a foreigner ; but that the idea 
r roofed in his mind, until he fell in with 
.tiie Zayat. WHthiu a few days, he has begun to pray 
to this God. He is quite sensible of his sins, and of 
r inefficiency of the Boodhist religion ; bnt is 
yet in the dark concerning the way of salvation, and 
says, that he wants to know more of Christ, that he 
may love him more. Lord Jesus give him the saving 
knowledge of thine adorable self '. 

■' September 1st. — Moung Thahlaii continues to ex- 
press similar sentiments to those already notedj'is 
still afraid of persecution and death ; but professes to 
be labouring to obtain that love to Christ, and faith in 
him, which will raise him above the fear of man ; 
and particularly requests us to pray that he may ob- 
tain these graces. 

" Sqilemhcr Srd. — ^A great crowd of company 
[ through the whole day j the teacher, Moung Shway- 
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gnong, from ten o'clock till quite (l[irk, with several 
of his adherents. He is a complete Proteus in religion, 
Dtndl uever know where to find him. We wcntovera 
VBSt deal of ground, and ended where we began, in ap- 
parent incredulity. After his ailberents, however, 
were all gone, he conversed with some feeling ; owned 
that he knew nothing, and wished me to inetruct lum ; 
and when he departed, he prostrated himself and per- 
formed the sheeko,* an aci of homage which a Burman 
never pei-forms but to an acknowledged superior. 

" After he was gone, Moung Ing, who had been 
listening all the day, followed me home to the house, 
being invited to stay with Moung Nnu, through the 
night. We conversed all the evening, and his e»- 
presaions have satisfied us all, that he is one of God's 
chosen i>eople. Hia exercises have been of a much 
stronger character than those of the others, and he 
espressea himself in the most decided manner. He 
desires to become a disciple in profession, as well as 
in heart, and declares his readiness to suffer per- 
secution and death for the love of Christ. When I 
stated the danger to which he was exposing himself, 
and asked him whether he loved Christ better than his 
own life ? he replied, very deliberately and solemnly, 
'When I meditate on this religion, I know not what 
it is to love my own life.' Thus the poor Usherman, 
Moung Ing, is taken, while the learned teacher, 
Moung Shway-gnong, is left. 

" September btk. Lord's day. — A very dull day — not 
one stranger present at worship. In the evening. 
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ICouog Thabiah was a<8pectator of our partaking of the 
XfOrd'a eopper. Moun^ log could aot be present. 
Ha Uvea at some di8taiice» and ia getting ready to .go 
•to sea, in pursuance of bis purpose before be became 
Acquainted witb us. We bave endeavoured to 
dissuade bim from going, and to keep bim near oaf 
but we are afraid tbatbis circumsUinces. will not 
aUow bim to comply witb our advice and bis own 
inclinations. .1 

'' September 6th, — Spent the evening in converauig 

witb Moung Byaay, a: man- wbo, witb bis fiunily htm 

lived near us for some time^ a regular attendant on 

worsbip, an indefatigable scbolar in the evening 

school, where he has learned to read, though .ftflky 

years old ; and a remarkably moral character. In ray 

last conversation, some time ago, be appeared to ten 

thorough legalist, relying solely on his good works; 

but yet sincerely desirous of knowing and embracing 

the truth. The greater part of the evening was sptnt 

-in discussing his erroneous views; his mind setmttd 

so dark and dull of apprehension, that I was alnaost 

. discouraged. Towards the close, however, be saemed 

to obtain some evangelical discoveries, and to reocive 

^be humbling truths of the gospel, in a manner wbieh 

' encourages us to hope that the Spirit of God baa be- 

. gun to teach him. The occasion of this converisatiaii 

was my hearing that he said be intended to beconi# a 

Christian, and to be baptized vdth Moung Tbahli^. 

He accordingly professes a fuU belief in the eternal 

Gud, and bis Son Jesus Christ. 

" September lOth, — A visit from Moung Ing. It ap- 
pears that he has been confined at work, on board the 
vessel in which he is engaged^ and has not been aabem 



' TO THE BURMAN ElfTIRR. M 

iir aeveral days. As the yessel is certainly going to- 
nuHTow, he got lewre of absence for a short time, aad 
improved it is mnniog «ut to the 2^yat. I was ex- 
ceedingly glad, as it afforded me an opportunity of 
f;iviiig him some parting instructions, aad praying 
with him alone. He appears very well indeed. He is 
i!fBke distressed that he has so far engaged himself; 
•aad i^pears desirous* of getting off, and returning to 
00, if possible ; but I have very little hope of his sac- 
feeding. I believe, however, that he is a real Chris- 

""lian/ and that, whenever he dies, his immortal soul 
wfllbe safe, and that he will praise God for ever for 
'hto transient acquaintance with us. The Lord go with 
Mm aad keep him. 

** Sepiewiber lltk, — ^Moong Shway-gnong has been 
with me all day. It appears that he accidentally ob- 

"^tMiied the idea of an eternal Being, about eight years 
ago ; and it has been floating about in his mind, and 
dislnrbiag his -Boodhist ideas ever since. When he 

' iteani €iif us, which was through one of his adherents, 
Ittiwhom I bad given a tract, this idea received consi- 
4eisble eonfirmation ; and to-day he has fully admitted 
<lie truth of this first grand principle. The latter part 
of the day we were chiefly employed in discussing the 
possibility and necessity of a Divine revelation, and 

.•Iha evidence which proves that the writings of the 

' ^lOitles of Jesus contain that revelation ; and I think 
i may say, that he is half inclined to admit all this. 
Wa is certainly a most interesting case. The way 
seems to be prepared in his miind for the special ope- 
ration of Divine grace. 

''<t -^^ His conversion seems peculiarly desirable, on 

•^•MmBt of his superior talents and extensive acquaint- 
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ance with Burmnn ami Pali iileratiire. He is the most 
powerful reasoner I have yet met with in this country, 
excepting my old teacher, Oo Oiingmen, (now detifl,) 
and he is not at all inferior to him. 

" Sqittmber 15iA. — Moung Thahluh spent the ei'en' 
ing with me, in asking several questions on difHcnlt 
passages in St. Matthew. At the close, I asked him 
whether he yet loved Christ more than his own life ? 
he understood my meaning, and rejilied, that he par- 
posed to profess the Christian religion, and began to 
think seriously of being baptized. His sister. Ma 
Baik, appears to have lost her religious impressiooa. " 

" September 16ift. — After having lately made two 
unsuccessful attempts to get an interview with tie 
viceroy, I this day succeeded. He inquired about the 
historical writings. I told him I was not so well ac- 
qufunted with that style of writing in Burman, as with 
the religious style, and then presented him with it 
tract, ns a specimen of what I could do. He delivered 
it to a secretary ; and on hearing the lirst sentence, 
remarked that it was the same with a writing he had 
already heard, and Ihat he did not want that kind of 
vriting. I suppose that one of the aecretariea, towhom 
I had formerly given a tract, presented it without my 
knowledge. 

" September I8tk. — ^Moung Shway-gnong has been 
with me a few hours ; liad spent the greater part of 
the day with Oo Vab, the merchant whom I men- 
tioned some time ago, conversing on religion. Our 
interview chieBy passed in discussing his metaphyBicnl 
cavils. 

" September I9tk, Lord's day. — The teacher and Oo 
Yah came to worship according to their ngreement of 
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yesterilay, oxxoiD ponied with part of tbefaniily of the lat- 
ter, anil several respectable men of their acquaJQlajice i 
to that the assembly coosiEted of about fifty. Some 
paid profound attention, and some none at all. After 
the exercises, Oo Yab seemed afriiid to have it appear 
that be bad any acquaintance with me, and kept at a 
distance. They finally all dropl nway but the teacher, 
who stayed, as usual, till ([uite dark. He is, in many 
respects, a perfect enigma ; but just before he left, a 
slighthope began to spring up in our minds, that his 
proud heart was yielding to the cross. He confessed 
that be was constrained to give up all dependance on 
hia own merits and his literary attainments) that he 
hod sinned against God all his life long, and that, 
therefore, he deserved to suffer hell. And then be 
aaked, with some feeling, bow he could obtain an 
interest in the merits and salvation of Jesus Christ ? 
He appears to have a considerable share of that serious 
solemnity which I have observed to characterize the 
few who persevere in their religious inquiries, and 
which has been wanting in every instance of mere 
temporary promise. U, that he may be brought in, if 
it is not too great a favour for this infant mission to 
receive ! 

" SeptembtT SOift.— One of the three visitors of the 
l&tb of August, came again ; and, though a long in- 
terval has elapsed, bis appearance is quite encouraging. 
He says, feelingly, that he knows nothing, is dbtressed 
at the thought of dying, in bis present ignorance, and 
UDcertoiuty, and wants to find some kind of sat- 

" September 26th, Lord's day. — Moung Shway-gnong 
came with several adherents. Some w« 
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^tton before worship, but nothisg' personal. Duriag 

.^'trorship, discoorsed t'ruoa 'Fear not thenilbat kill the 

'•Wdy,' &c. My tiiscourae was chiefly intendeil for 

fMoung Thnhlab aii<l Muung Bynay ; but the latter 

s abseni, on account of sickness. After worship 

■-•he teacher iramediateiy departed with his people, 

''Without even saving a wort). Fear he has taken some 

offence. 

[tF« " October Glh. — Conversation with Moung Thahlab 

Hd Moung Byaay, which revivea my hopes of their 

.daoming forward before long. They are both growing 

' "la religions knowletlge, and give evidence of being in 

.'the exercise of gracious feelings. 

" October 7tk. — Was rejoiced in the morning, to see 
-i<he teacher, Moung Shway-gnong, come again so 
'■■oon. We spent the whole day together, iininter- 
• tupted by other company. In the forenoon, he was 
as crabt»ed as possible — sometimes a Berkleian — BOme- 
tiines a Humiio, or complete eceplic. Hut in the after- 
noon he got to be more reasonable, and before he left, 
he obtained a more complete idea of the atonement 
than I have commonly been able to commanieate to a 
Burman. He exclaimed, 'That ia suitable — that is 
it should he," &c. But whether this conviction resulted 
from a mere philosophic view of the propriety and 
adaptedness of the way of salvation, ttirough J*But 
Christ, or from the gracious operations of the Holy 
Spirit, time must discover. I hardly venture to hope 
the latter. U Lord, the work is thine. 

" October 2'id. — Have for some days been wonder- 
ing at the long alisence of the teacher. To-day bewd 
a report that he has been summoned by the vicsroy 
give an accoant of his heretical sentiments. 
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<' At nigbt, MoBog Thahlah aud Moong Byaay pre- 
sented a paper, prafeaaing their fiuth in Jeaoa Chriat^ 
rand requeating to be baptized— but In private. We 
jpent aome time with them. They appear to have 
aaqperienced Divine grace ; but we adviaed theoa, 
'aa they bad ao little love to Christ as not to dare 
■ lo die for his cause, to wait and reconsider the 

inatter. 

" OeMer ^^^—Tbe teacher came again, after an 
•interval of three weeks } but he appears to be quite 
another man. He has not been personally summoned, 
aa we heard; but through the instigation of the 
-MJangen teacher, he was mentioned before the viceroy, 
-as having renounced the religion of the country. The 
.viceroy gave no decisive order ; but merely said, ' Id* 
iquire fiinher about him.* This reached the ears of 
Moung Shway-gnong, and he directly went to the 
•Mangen teacher, and, I suppose, apologized, and egE- 
pfadoed, and 'flattered. He denies that he really. nS- 
canted, andl'hope he did not. Bat he is evidently 
<ftUing off from the investigation of the Christian reli- 
gion. He made but a short visit, and took leave as 
soon as he could decently. 

• ^■*- November ist^ — One of the greatest festivals in 

-the year. The crowds are truly immense and over- 

Hdi^ming. We vacated the Zayat, as we have several 

days, of late, began to question whether it is prudent 

to go on boldly, in proclaiming a new religion, at the 

hazard of incensing the government, and drawing 

'down such persecution, as may deter all who know us 

•from any inquiry. 

** November 2d. — This is the birth-day and the coro- 
lation-day of the new king. All the grandees of the 
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I .^pire have for some tiine past been assembling at 
, ,4v«. to be present at the august celebration. 

' November 6th. — Tbc two candidates for baiilism 
tin presented their urgent petition, that they might 
be baptized, not absolutely iri private, but about sun* 
j -^t, away from public observation. We spent some 
•Jiours in agaiu discussing the subject with them and 
with one another. We felt satisfied that they were 
bamble disciples of Jesus, and ivere desirous of re- 
.Ceiving this ordinance purely out of regard to his com* 
,|pand, and their own spiritual welfare; we felt that 
were all equally exposed to danger, nnd needed a 
Spirit of mutual candour and forbearance and syrapa-' 
tby ; we were convinced that they were influenced 
rather by desires of avoiding unnecessary exposure, 
itban by that sinful fear, which would plunge them 
iDto apostacy, in the hour of trial ; and when tbey 
assured us, that if actually brought before government, 
tiiey could not think of denying their Saviour, we 
could not conscientiously refuse their request, aod 
therefore agreed to have them baptized to-morrow at 
sunset. The following is a literal translation of the 
paper presented this evening ; — 

"'MoungByaay and Moung Thahlah venture to 
-address the two teachers: — Though the country of 
Surmoh is very far distant from the country of Ame- 
jica, yet the teachers coming by ship, the long way of 
aix months, hav^ arrived ut this far distant country of 
Burmah, and town of Rangoon, and proclaimed the 
propitious news, by means of which we, having be- 
come acquainted with the religion, know that there is 
.an eternal God in heaven, and that there is a Divine. 
mSou, the Lord Jesus Christ, deserving of the higfaeat 
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loTe ; ^and we know that the Lord Jesus Christ, the 
Divine Son, endured on acconnt of all his disciples, 
snfferings and death, even severe saflferings on a cross, 
in thei^ stead. On acconnt of our sins, we were like 
persons laden with a very heavy bnrden. On account 
of .our many sins, we found no deliverance, no place 
of.refiage, and our minds were distressed. In tlus 
state remaining, the two teachers produced the sacred 
system from the Scriptures, and we became informed 
of the existence of the one God ; and of the facts, 
t^t the Divine Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, redeemed 
wHh his sacred life all who love and trust in him, and 
m order to save his disciples from hell suffered death 
ip their stead. Now we know, that we have sinned 
against the sacred One, and we know, assuredly, that 
if we bcscome the disciples of the Divine Son, the 
Lord Jesus Christ, we shall be saved from the hell 
which we deserve. We desire to become disciples, 
and with the two teachers, like children bom of the 
same mother, to worship the true God, and obsierve 
the true religion. 

'' ' On searching in the scriptures, for ancient rules 
and customs, it does not appear that John and other 
baptizers administered baptism on any particular time, 
or day, or hour. We, therefore, venture to beg of the 
two teachers, that they will grant, on the 6th day of 
the wane of the Tanzoungmong moon, (Nov. 7th) at 
six o'clock at night, we may this once receive baptism 
at their hands.' 

*' November 7th, Lord^s day.— We had worship as 
iwual, and the people dispersed. About half an hour 
before sunset the two candidates came to the Zayat, 
AocoDipanied by three or four of their friends ; and. 
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after a sli^rC frvftr, we proteeed^ lo tbe apot, v/hmrt 
IVIoaiig Nan wm formerly Jbapiiased. The sun was iiol 
allowed to look upon the htiinble> timid profession^ 
Ntfrteondering crowd crowned the overshadowinf^ hilh 
Na hymn of praise eitpressed tlie exultant feelings of 
joyous hearts. Stillness and solemnity pervaded the- * 
sdene. We felt^ on the banks of the water> as a Uttl^' 
feeble^ solitary band. But perhaps some hoveridg^^ 
aog^s took note of the erent^ with more interest tlkafr 
tbey witnessed the- late ecironation; perhaps Jesni' 
looked down on us, pitied and forgave our weaknesseA^^ 
and marked us for his own ^ perhaps^ if we deny hiRl' 
not^ he will acknowledge us another day^ more pub-« 
lidy than we venture at present to acknowledge him* 

*' In the evenipg, we all anited in commemoratuig* 
the dying love of our Redeemer j and I trust w# 
enjoyed a little of his gracious presence in the midst 
pf us. 

W Not>ember lOth, — ^This evening is to be marked at' 
thfi date of the first Burman prayer meeting that was evcif' 
held. None present but myself and the three converts^ 
Two of them made a little beginning, such as may be 
expected from the first essay of converted heathens. 
We agreed to meet for this purpose every Tuesday 
and Friday evening, immediately after family worships 
which in the evening has for some time been conducted 
in Burman and English^ and which these people^ and . 
occasionally soioie others, have attended. . 

" November I4th, Lord's day. — Have been much gra- 
tified to 6nd, that this evenkig the three converts 

REPAIRED to THE ZAYAT^ AND HELD A PRAYER HEETINCf 
•P THEIR OWN ACCORD. 

. *' November ^6th. — On taking our usual ride^ thl^ 
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love [ and we know that the Lord Jesus Christ, the 
Divine Son, endured on account of all his disciples, 
sufferings and death, even severe sufferings on a cross, 
in their stead. On account of our ains, we were like 
persons laden with a very heavy burden. On account 
of our many sins, we found no deliverance, no place 
of refuge, and our minds were distressed. In this 
state remaining, the two teachers produced the sacred 
system from the Scriptures, and we became informed 
of the existence of (he one God ; anil of the fects, 
that the Divine Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, redeemed 
with his sacred life all who love and trust in him, and 
in order to save his disciples from hell suffered death 
in their stead. Now we know, that we have sinned 
against the sacred One, and we know, assuredly, that 
if we become the disciples of the Divine Son, the 
Lord Jesus Christ, we shall be saved from the hell 
which we deserve. We desire to become disciples, 
and with the two teachers, like children born of fhe 
same mother, to worship the true God, and observe 
the true religion. 

" ' On searching in the scriptures, for ancient rules 
and customs, it does not appear that John and other 
baptizers administered baptism on any particular time, 
or day, or hour. We, therefore, venture to beg of the 
two teacliers, that they will grant, on the 6th day of 
the wane of the Tunzoungmong moon, (iVou. 7th) at 
six o'clock at night, we may this once receive baptism 
at their hands.' 

"November Jih, Lord't day. — We had worship as 
usual, and the people dispersed. About half an hour 
before sunset the two candidates came to the Zoyat, 
accompanied by three or four of their friends ; and. 
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call from a principle of religious intjuiry. And wert 
not the leaders in ecclesiastical affairs confident tbat 
we shall never succeed in making converts, I have no 
doubt we should meet with direct persecution and 
banishment. 

" Our business most be fairly laid before tbei 
emperor. If he frowns upon us, all mission&ry at^ 
tempts within his dominions wilt be out of the ques-^ 
tion. If he favour ua, none of our enemies, durinp 
the continuance of his favour, can touch a hair of o 
heads. But there is a greater than the emperor, be* 
fare whose throne we desire daily and constantly t< 
lay the busiaesa. Oh 1 Lord Jesus, look upon ns^i^ 
our low estate, and guide us in our dangerous courseh 

" November Sli(. — Moung Shway-gnong has beem 
with us the greater part of the day, and a little r© 
vived our hopes concerning him. 

" November 'i'th. — This day brother Colman anc 
myself came to a 6nnl decision to proceed to An 
without delay, and lay our business before the tatr 
peror. 

" November %S til. — Letters from Bengal nnd Aniew* 
rica ; the first for six months. Learnt the particular* * 
of the melancholy end of our lamented brother Wbee-*^ 
lock. The news of his death reached us some time''' 
ago. The tract which we forwarded is not yet i 
printed i a circumstance which occasions us much'' 
regret, as we hoped to have obtained some copies UPI 
carry up to Ava. 

December 4th. — Another visit from Moung Shwnj'tjJ 
gnong. After several hours spent in metaphyric^ol 
cavils, he owned that be did not believe any thing thtaf-* 
be had said, and had only been trying me and A»^- 4, 
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%ita;;teing determiiwd to embraetf nothing, but 
y^ bm found unobjectionable nnd impregnhble. 
yWhBi (iaid he)^ do you think that I would pay yon 
fbp Icaat attention, if I found you could not answer 
•11 my qoestionst and solve all my difficulties } * He 
ten proeeeded to say» that he really believed in God, 
US: Son Jesus Christ, the atonement, &c. Said I 
(knowing his deistical weakness), ' Do you believe all 
that: is contained in the book of St. Matthew, that I 
hire given you } In particular, do you believe that 
the, Soo of God died on a cross ? ' 'Ah (replied he), 
yon have caught me now. I believe that he suffered 
death ; but I cadnot admit that he suffered the shame- 
fU death of the cross.' 'Therefore (said I), you are 
not a disciple of Christ. A true disciple inquires not 
whether a fact is agreeable to his own reason, but 
whether it is in the book. His pride has yielded to 
the Divine testimony. Teacher, your pride is still 
unbroken. Break down your pride, and yield to tiie 
word of Grod.* He stopt, and thought. 'As you 
utter these words (said he), I see my error: I havei 
been trusting in my own reason, not in the word of 
Ged.' Some interruption now occurred. When we 
were again alone, he said, ' This day is different from 
all the days on which I have visited you. I see my 
error in trusting in my own reason ; and I now believe 
thie crucifixion of Christ, because it is contained in 
the Scripture.' Some time after, speaking of the un- 
certainty of life, he said, he thought he should not be 
VmA, though he died suddenly* Why ? ' Because I 
hwe Jesus Christ.* Do you really love him ? ' No 
ens that reaMy knows him, can help loving him.' And 
10 Wjafirted, 
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!> ** BeembBf lOih^^A few days ago we mbaaadtd Jii 
pon^ating^ a boat for the journey to ATm» after luvriag 
spent a whole week in the-seareh. Have since ',l>iitf 
employing workmeirto oover it^ and pat ifc<iii Ofdeik'f^ 
^* Yesterday we applied to the viceroy for a {Ma Jii 
go up to the golden feet, and lift up our eyea lo^tllt 
golden face ! He granted oar request in very |K>lto 
torms. f.rj 

-. ''I must now dose up my journal to be aent-Mi 
board ship to-mbrrow morning. We expect to leaTt 
Rangoon in about a week. My next will proibaMy 
contain some account of our journey up the fiwiK 
and our reception at court. O Lord, send aeai! proi^ 
perity ; yet not my will, but thine be done ! ** • i*^- 

I remaiui mj dear Sir> 
Very affectionately and respectfully; 
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LETTER XL ^ ) : .' v 

Baltimore, Jannaryj 1B23* 

^Y DEAR SIB, 

' You perceive* that we were not allowed to proeeed 
long in the use of those means, which presented tlie 
fairest prospect for the rapid success of the goapelt in 
the Burman empire. Christians, living under Christiatt 
governments, cannot imagine the terror and alarm 
infused into the mind of a Burman » at the idea of 
Coming into contact with any person inveated with aa-^ 
thority. The Zayat had been visited «by tftliacMids^ 
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fwidf' had been indaced to examine seriomly the 
nriatlBii Teligm; mul a uniTemd -spirit of inquiry 
kai jbaen excited $ yet when it was ramouared abroad 
this single sentenee^ ' Inquire further/ had pro* 
from the lips of the Ticeroy^ on the accusation 
if ^tie teacher, all, with one accord, forsook us, and 
pilittd'tni/ without venturing to look at their former 
place of resort. In this situation, our work had ap- 
pjgeatly come to a stand. One course only remained 
to be pursued, that of presenting a petition for tola- 
WliiB to the emperor. The result will be seen from 
lfiri'Judsbn*s journal, which shall be continued, after 
te~ Imertkm" of a letter, describing the evening 
schooly'^a short time before established, and the Burman 
method of instructing in the first rudiments of reading : 
^' Rangoon, August 4th, 1819' — In school. I have 
just beerf tt>uhd to all the scholars, one by one, to 
hear them read their lessons, and am now going to 
spend the remaining hour, while the Burman teacher 
looks over them, in writing to you. How curious 
would the spunds, kwa kwaa, kwe kwee, kwo, kwooj 
6cc which are now ringing in my ears, sound in yours ! 
Yetj uncouth as they would appear to you, or as they 
did, at first, to me, they have now become musical, 
and when considered as introductory to an acquaint- 
mee with, the word of God, are productive of most 
pleaMuit sensations. But, in order that you may see 
me. Just as I am situated, I will be a little particular 
ill 'describing the school. The Zayat, in which it is 
kttpti is situated thirty or forty rods from the mission- 
house, and in dimensions is twenty-seven by eighteen 
flMt. It tji^Rised four feet from the ground, and is 

dividtolMfito three parts. The first division is laid en-» 

I 2 
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tirely open to the road-^ trithout doors, windoil^i» Chr a 
partition in the front side, and takes up a third palt^ttf 
the whole building. It is made of baaofaoo and. tincldi; 
and is the' place where Mr. Judson sits ailtke'dny 
long, and says to the passers by, ^Ho! etery oai^ 
that thirsteth,* &c. The next, and middle dMium^ii^ 
a large airy room, with four doors and four whitesHs 
opening in opposite directions, made entirely of ImmhAIj* 
and is white-washed, to distinguish it from thfi iMhpr 
Zayats around us. « i-nS'iY 

*' In this room, we have public ^worship in 
on the Sabbath ; and, in the middle of it I am'^ 
situated at my writing-table, while six . of the 
scholars are at one end, each with his torch and; 
board, over which he is industriously bendin^^f 
emitting the sounds above described. The thitd^^iMB 
last division, is only an entry way, which opens ialo 
the garden, leading to the mission-house. " i^iK 

• '^^'In this apartment all the women are seated/ widi 
their lights and black boards, much in the sameryo* 
sition and employment as the men. The black boftrdt^ 
which all the Burmans learn to read and write, 
the same purpose as our slates. They are about a-' 
in length, made black with charcoal and die juice' ilfk 
leaf, and letters are clearly imprinted with a speciciliof 
white stone, a little similar to our slate pencils. AleiMn 
's written out on this board by an instructor, and yUAtta 
a scholar is perfect master of it, it is erased, ttait^ 
new one written. The Burmans are truly systeHMffic 
in their elementary instructions, and a scholar 1iir!A»t 
considered quali6ed to read without spelling, UDtH^ be 
has a perfect knowledge of all the vaM9v oomUaft- 
tions of the letters. . . r>*. .j r 
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•■ ^Kgutl SSCt, — Wheo I wrote the above, I inlendeJ 
writing B liltle v\ety evening ; but my time has been 
socomplclelynccupied, during this laelDiunth, together 
wUh the increasing weakness of my eyes, that I have 
not found an hour's leisure, until this evening. Our 
■cbool is getting on well, though in number it has 
(tiwiniahed rather than ineredsed. Two of the Bcbolars, 
who began with their letters, are now rending without 
qietliag ; and it is a Irutli, which affords no little 
satisfaction, that their knowledge of letters is first 
employed in reading a catechism, concerning the 
eternal God, and his Son Jesus Christ, of whom they 
never heani, till they met with us. Thus they will 
inMnBibly obtain ideas of their Creator, and ever, in 
after life, associate the ideas of religion and reading. 
W* begin to see the word of God t:<king effect around 
tift. The liurinans nou> believe tliat we have come 
here to do them good, and seek their advantage. Dur- 
ing four or live years, they supposed, notwithstand- 
iog our assertions to the contrary, that we had come 
faere merely to obtain their wisdom, and to return lo 
our native country, to communicate it to others. But 
seeing, after we had acquired their language, that 
instead of returning, we built a place for public wor- 
ship, in which Mr. Judson spends all his time in preach- 
ing the new religion, they clianged their opinioa j 
aad some of them acknowledge that it niust be a sin- 
gular religion, and one worthy of attention, to pro- 
duce such effects. Three Burmans now give good 
evideuce of being real Christians, though only one hag 
been baptized. Two or three others give us much 
encouragoMent, and we hope will prove to be real 
Christians. Moung Nau, 1 mentioned, in cqy last 
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F^n before worship, but nolhiag person^. During 

Ititrorehip, discoursed t'rum ' Fear not them. Ibat kill Ihe 

p^bdy,' &c. My tiiscuurae was chiefly intended for 

Uoun^ Thnhlah and Moung Byaay ; but the latter 

Kas Bbsent, on account of sickness. After worahip 

: teacher immediately departed with his people, 

Idthout even saying a word. Fear he has taken some 



" Octolier (i(ft.— Conversation with Moung Tbahlak 
■d Moung Byaay, which revives my hopes of their 
eming forward before long. They are both growing 
1 religiouR knowledge, and give evidence of being in 
. ^e exercise of gracious feelings. 

' October 7(A. — Was rejoiced in the morning, to cee 
; teacher, Moung Shway-gnong, come agaitt 90 
in. We spent Ihe whole day together, uninter- 
Ir^pted bj other company. In the forenoon, he Vtaa 
.•e crabbed as possible — sometimes a Berkleinn — some- 
tiroes ft Humile, or complete sceptic. liutiu the after- 
noon he got to be more reasonable, and before he left, 
he obtained a more complete idea of the ntonement 
than I have commonly been able to communicate to a 
tan. He exclaimed, 'That is suitable — that isa^ 
f"it should be,' &c. Hut whelher this conviction resulted 
from n mere philosiiphLc view of the propriety and 
adaptednesa of the way of 5alra.tion, tlirough Jesus 
Christ, or from the gracious operations of the Holy 
'Spirit, time must discover. I hardly venture to hope 
[.tfhe latter. O Lord, the work is thine. 

' October 2'id. — Have for some days been wonder- 
ing at the long absence of the teacher. To-day heard 
a report that he has been gummoned by the viceroy to . 
-give an account of bis heretical aentimenta. 
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" At night, MouagThtihlah aud MoungByuay pre- 
sented a [lajier, prutVssIng tkeir iiiith in Jesus Christ, 
anil requesting to be baptized — but in private. We 
spent aume time with thein. They appear to have 
experienced Divine grace ; but we advised them, 
as they had so little love to Christ as not to dare 
to die for his cause, (o wait and reconsider the 
matter. 

" October Wth. — Q'he teaclier came again, after an 
interval of three weeks; but he appears to he quite 
Miotber man. He has not been personally summoned, 
OB vie heard; but through the instigation of the 
Mangen teacher, he was mentioned before the viceroy, 
as having renounced the religion of the country. The 
viceroy gave no decisive order; but merely said, 'In- 
quire further about him.' This reached the ears of 
Moung Shway-gnong, ond he directly went to the 
Mangen teacher, and, 1 suppose, apologized, and ex- 
plained, and flattered. He denies that he really re- 
canted, and I hope he did not. But he is evidently 
Mling off from the investigation uf the Christian reli- 
gion. He made but a short visit, and took leave as 
soon as he could decently. 

" Noeember \st. — One of the greatest festivals in 
tiie year. The crowds are truly Immense and over- 
whelming. We vacated the Zayat, as we have several 
days, of late, began to question whether it is prudent 
to go on boldly, in proclaiming a new religion, at the 
hazard of incensing the government, and drawing 
down such persecution, as may deter all who know us 
from any inquiry. 

" November 3rf.— This is the birth-day and the coro- 
nation-dny of the new king. All the grandees of the 
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I -fimpire hare for some time paat been assenibliag at 
T ,4vit, lo be present at the august celebration. 

' NoDember 6th. — The two candidates for bap'.istn 

lin presented their urgent petition, that they migbt 

pe baptized, not absolutely in private, but about aun> 

I ^t, away from public observation. We spent some 

■iiours in again discussing the subject with them and 

* frith one another. We felt satisfied that they were 

r humble disciples of Jesua, and were desirous of re- 

Living this ordinance purely out of regard to his com- 

Lfliand, and their own spiritual welfare ; we felt that 

I 'Ve were all equally exposed to danger, nnd needed k 

,f|pirit of mutual candour and forbearance ai)d sympa-' 

i.fliy; we were convinced that they were influenced 

father by desires of avoiding unnecessary exposure, 

than by that sinful fenr, which would plunge them 

IBto apostacy, in the hour of trial ; and when they 

aasured us, that if actually brought before government, 

they could not think of denying their Saviour, we 

could not conscientiously refuse their request, and 

therefore agreed to have them baptized to-morrow ai 

sunset. The following is a literal translation of the 

paper presented this evening : — 

" ' Moung Byaay and Moung Thahlah venture to 
address the two teachers: — Though the country of 
Burmah is very far distant from the country of Ame- 
rica, yet the teachers coming by ship, the long way of 
BIX months, have arrived at this far distant country of 
Burmah, and town of Rangoon, and proclaimed the 
ipropitious news, by means of which we, having be- 
come acquainted with the religion, know that there is 
[ .an eternal God in heaven, and that there is a Divine 
I'tSon, the Lord Jesus Christ, deserving of the highest 
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lore ; and we know that the Lord Jesus Christ, the 
Divine Son, endured on account of all his disciples, 
BDfferings and death, even severe sufferings on across, 
in their stead. On account of our sins, we were like 
persons laden with a very heavy burden. On account 
of our many sins, we found no deliverance, no place 
of refuge, and our minds were distressed. In this 
state remaining, the two teachers produced the sacred 
system from the Scriptures, and we became informed 
of the existence of the one God ; am! of the facta, 
timt the Divine Son, the Lord Jesua Christ, redeemed 
with his sacred life all who love nnd trust in him, and 
in order to save hig disciples from beH suffered death 
ip their stead. Now we know, that we have sinned 
against the sacred One, and we know, assuredly, that 
if we become the disciples of the Divine Son, the 
Lord Jeaus Christ, we shall be saved from the hell 
which wc deserve. We desire to become disciples, 
and with the two teachers, lihe children horn of fbe 
same mother, to worship the true God, and observe 
the true religion. 

" ' On searching; in the scriptures, for ancient rules 
and customs, it does not appear that John and other 
baptizers administered baptiam on any particular time, 
or day, or hour. We, therefore, venture to beg of the 
two teachers, that they will grant, on the 6th day of 
the wane of the Tan zoungmong moon, (JVwt. 7th) at 
sis o'clock at night, we may this once receive baptism 
at their hands.' 

•'November 'Hi, Lord'* day. — We had worship as 
Uiiual, and the people dispersed. About half an hour 
before sunset the two candidates came to the Zayat, 
accompanied by three or four of their friends ; and. 
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call from a principle of religious toquiry. And 
not the leaders in ecclesiastical affairs contident that 
we shall never succeed in making converts, I have no 
doubt we should meet with direct persecution am) 
banishment. 

" Our business must be fairly laid before tbe> 
emperor. If he frowns upon us, all missioaary at-' 
tempts witbiti his dominions will be out of the ques-* 
tion. If he favour ub, none of our enemies, during 
the coatinuance of hi3 favour, can touch a hair of oar 
heads, But there is a greater than the emperor, be^ 
fore whose throne we desire daily and constantly tat 
lay the business. Oh ! Lord Jesus, look upon uftini- 
our low estate, and guide us in our dungeroue course!) 

" November ^Ist. — Moung Shway-gnong has been< 
witli us the greater part of the day, and a little Tt4^ 
■vivcd our hopes concerning him. ' - 

" Noreniber 27(ft. — This day brother Colman aixt* 
myaelf came to a final decision to proceed to Anf 
without delay, and lay our business before the enW 
pcror. V 

" NopembeT ^9th. — Letters from Bengal and Ame^' 
rica; the first for six months. Lenrnt the particular* • 
of the melaucholy end of our lamented brother Whee-' 
lock. The news of his death reached us .some timW 
ago. The tract which we forwarded is not yet • 
printed ; a circumstance which occasions us much ' 
regret, as we hoped to have obtained some copies to>'' 
carry up to Ava. •■• 

Decemhtr Alb. — Another visit from Moung Shwa^--'4 
gnong. After several hours spent in metaphysicBl''' 
cavils, he owned that he did not believe any thing 
he had said, and bad only been trying me and fln 
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mithorizeJ can appear ia his presence. Our funds 
were evidently iiiadeqaate to the purchase of articles 
which would be valuable to him, in a pecuniary [loiot 
of view J when we conGidered also, thai there ought 
to beacongruity between the present and uurclkaracter, 
we selected that book, which we hope to he alloweil 
to translate under his patronage — -the Bible, in sis 
Tolumes, covered with gold leaf, in Ilunniin style, 
and each volume enclosed in a rich wrapper. For 
presents to other members of government, we have 
taken several pieces of fine cloth, and other articles. 

"Thus manned and furnished, we pushed o£F frum 
the shores of Rangoon. The teacher, Moung Shway- 
gnong, had not been lo see us for several days, 
ashamed probably of having declined accompRDying 
US i but just as we were pushing off we saw Lis tall 
form standing on the wharf. He raised his band to 
lii> head, and bade us adieu, and continued looking 
after the boat, until a projecting point shut Rangoon 
sad all its scenes from our view. When shnll we re- 
double this little point > Through what shall we 
pass, ere the scene now snatched away be re-present- 
td i The expedition on which we have entered, 
however it may terminate, is unavoidably fraught with 
t^Qsequences momentous and solemn, beyond all con- 
IXption. We are penetrating into the heart of one of 
tbe great kingdoms of the world, to make a formal 
offer of the gospel to a despotic monarch, and through 
him, to the millions of his subjects. May the Lord 
tpcompany us, and crown our attempt with the de- 
^^ succeu, if it be consistent with hia wise and 

wiU! 

i night, we moored by the bank of Kyee-myen- 
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dtiing. It WHS neat this place that, a few days iigo, 
one of the bonts belonging to Mr. G,, late collector of 
R&ngooD, was attacked by robbers, and the steersman 
ted another man killed at a single shot. We felt un- 
; willing to remain nt this village, but found it necessiuy., 
" December S*(.— We set off early in the moruiBg, 
snd at noon reached Eyoon-oo, a cluster of viUagea,- 
near one of which, about twt:nty miles from Rangoon, 
We remained the rest of the day. - 
■ " December 93i/. — Passed from tile Rangoon outlet 
into the great A-rah-ivu-tee river, (vulgarly calleil 
' Irrawuildy,) and reached Ran-gen-tsen-yah, a village 
twenty miles from Kyoon-oo. 

" On the 2-lth, passed Da-noo-byoo, and on the. 
36th, Ilen-lhah-dah, both large towns, t'resb reports 
of robbers. 

"On the 30th, reached Kah-noung, a cnnsidenible . 
- town, about ninety miles from Rangoon. Here w» . 
a special officer fi'om BHBScin,wilh a dctachinent 
ten, sent in pursuit of a band of robbers, wlin 
lately made a daring attack on a lar^e boat, wounded 
. and beat off the people, and took plunder to tbe 
dmount of Hfteen hundred ticals. The commander 
offered ns an escort for the journey of to-morrow, 
which lies through a dangerons tract of country ; b«|. 
'tae declined accepting it, as we should have bsoB 
iabliged to give tlie people presents, wiihoat deriving 
•ny substantial asststaoce in the hour of Juiiger. SlrMt 
-Watch all night. 

:" Jajiuary itl, I8S0. — Passed n remarkably h}^, 
Tocky mountain, the side of which, for a considerable 
extent, is indented with numerous recesses, contajnine 
images of Guudama, all c.-ured out of lh.it eoliri rock. 
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" January til. — {^mkI the Wge towns of Sliwny- 
doung and I'ah-iloimg, on opposite sides of the river, 
and reached Pyee (vulgarly called Proine), one htin> 
dred ami Iwenly miles from ilangnon — a place of 
great note in Burninn history, and the seat of an 
ancient Jynasty of kings. The town itself is in a 
stMe of dilapidation ; but the environs appear fii<urish- 
iag, 

" ConJirmed reports of n mostdarin^ robbery, coin- 
miUed a little higher up, on the boat of the governor 
of Tnroke-Dian, who was going up to Ava, with alwut 
fifty men and seven thousand titals. The rubbers 
name down upon the people, while they were cooking 
on shore, shot the governor through the body, and 
carried off all the trensure. Feel the necessity of re- 
doubling our precautions for several days. Agree, that 
part of us only leave the boat at a time — the rest to 
almd by the guns. 

"January 17(A. — Reached Puh-gan, a city cele- 
brated in Burnian history ; being, hke Pyee, the scat 
of * former dynasty. It is about two hundred und 
MXty miles from Itangoon. 

"January \sth. — Took a survey of the splendid 
pagodas, and extensive ruins, in the environs of this 
oDCe famous city. Ascended, as far as possible, some 
of'lbe highest edilices, and at the height of one hun- 
dred fleet, perhaps, beheld al! the country round, cover- 
ed 'with temples and monuments of every sort and 
ine — some in utter ruin — some fiist decaying — and 
smMe exhibiting murks of recent attention and repair. 
Tha.retnains of the ancient wall of the city stretched 
beneath us. 'rh» 'pillars of the gates, and many a 
fltDteifjuc^ decapitated relic of antitjuity, cheijuered 
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the motley scene. All conspired to suggest those 

^evaledand mournful ideas, which are attendant on a 

view of the decaying remains of ancient grandeur ; and 

ttough not coni|mrable to auch ruins as those of Pal- 

I loyra, and Balbec (as they arc represented), atill deeply 

interesting tu (he antiquary, and more deeply intcrcst- 

,ing to the Christian missionary. Here, about eight 

hundred years ago, the religion of Boodh was first 

, -publicly recognised, and established as the religion of 

I ^;tbe empire. Here then Ah- rah -han, the first BoodhiBt 

I apostle of Burmah, under the patronage of king 

a-tha-men-zaii, disseminated the doctrines oS 

.■Atheism, and taught his disciples to pant after annihi- 

• lation, as the supreme good. Some of the ruins before 

iionr eyes, were probably Che remains of pagodas de- 

."'•igned by himself. We looked back on the centuriea 

of darkness that are passed, Wc looked forward, and 

[•Christian hope would fain brighten the prospect— 

^rhaps we stand on the dividing line of tbe empires 

f daricnees and light. U, shade uf Shen Ab-rah-han ! 

l''Weep o'er thy falling fanes ; retire from the scenes of 

^4hy past greatness. But tbou smilest at my feeble 

Linger then, thy little remaining day. A voice 

F -mightier than mine, a still small voice, will ere lopg 

»»<«weep away every vestige of thy dominion. The 

fc»-cfaurche8 of Jesus will soon supplant these idolatrous 

■iitDonuments, and the chanting of the devotees of Boodh 

itdwill die away before the Christian hymn of praise. 

" After leaving Pah-gau, tbe river turns to the east. 

^We walked across tbe point of land formed bj* the 

P^eurve of the river, and r^oined the boat at Nyoung^oo. 

On the 20th we reached Gnah-hmyah-gnay, a BoUtary 

and dangerous place, and moored under a UtUe point 
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of land. Late in the evening, a large bout, full of 
men, suililenly tufned the point, rand bore down upon 
us. Our heiiiltnan warned them off; but they paid no 
attention, and made nn reply; on whieb he fired a gun 
over them. Tiiey then called nut to fitrbear, and 
sheered off. The adventure quite iodispused us for 
sleep. We planned anew the mioutis of o|ier»tiun, 
in case of atlock, and kept a strict watch all night. 

'* January i'id. — Passed the confluence of the Kyen- 
dwen anrl the A-rnh-wah-tee, and proceeded op the 
latter. The furmer is the smnller of the two, but it 
ia gold to be navig^nble for large boots twenty days 
^btance front the confluence. It penetrates into the 
CKsaay country, which lies north of Burmah, and to 
which thirty thousand troops have lately marched from 
Avtt, to c[uell n rebellion, occaaiuiied by the accesiion 
of Ihejiew emperor, 

■ " We are now beyond the region of the robbers, 
and are allowed to sleep in compara^ve quiet, 

"January ^5/A.— Passed Old Ava, tW seat of the 
dynaflty i mined lately preceding tha present, and 
Taah-gaing, a place of some note, distinguished for 
its innumerable pagodas, and the residence of one or 
two late emperors ; and about noon, drew up to 
O-ding-mno, the lower landing-place of New Ava, or 
Ahmaropoor, ahout three hundred and fifty miles from 
Rangoon. At our present distance of nearly four 
roilea from the city, (and we cannot get nearer this 
awson,) it appears to the worst advantage. We can 
lurdly diathigiiish the golden steeple of the palace, 
t the glittering pagodas, whose summits just 
o mark the spot of our ultimate destination. 
muary 26th. — We set out early in the morning. 
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caUed on Mr, G., late collector of [tnngoon, ami on'! 
Mr. R., who was fornierlycollector, but is now out of 
fcvour. Thence we entered the city, imssed the 
palace, and repaired to the house of Mya-tlny-men, 
former viceroy of Kangoon, now one of the public- 
ministers of stute (Woon-gyee). We gave hiia k 
1 valuable present, and another of less value to his wife,' 
, the lady who formerly treated Mrs. Judson witb bo 
much polite ti ess. 'J'hey both received us very kindly, 
I and appenreil to interest themselves in our success. 
We however did not disclose our precise object ; but- 
only petitioned leave to behold the goldeu lace. U|)ntii 
this bis highness committed our business tu Maung 
- Vo, one of bis fnvourite officers, end directed him M 
introduce us to Moun^ Zab, one of the private ml- ' 
I aisters of stale (A-twen-woon), with the necesaarji 
orders. This purticubir favour of Mya-day-men pre- 
ventB the necessity of our petitioning- and feeing all 
B- public ministers of state, and procuring loriiial 
[ pcrniissiun from the high court of the empire. 

" In tiie evening, Moung Yo, who lives near on* 

I boat, called on us, to say that he would conduct uS ' 

I to-morrow. We lie down in sleepless anxiety. To- ■ 

I tDorrow's dawn will usher in the most eventful day of 

' Wit lives. To-morrow's eve will close on the bloom ' 

I or the blight of our fondest hopes. Yet it is con- 

' Bolingto commit this business into The hands of our 

heavenly Faiher, — to feel that the work is His, not , 

ours i that the heart of ilie monarch, before whom wa ■ 

. are lo appear, is under the controul of Umnipotence ( - 

and that the event will be ordered in the manner most 

conducive to the divine glory and tfee greatest goodi 

God may, for the widest purjioses, suffer our liopet to 
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be dimppoinled ; nnd if so. why shoukl abort -sighted, 
mortul mail repine ? lliy will, O nod, be «ver done ; 
lor Iby will h inevitnbly the wisest and the b«st ! 

" Janttiiry 2" 'A. — We left the boat, and put ourwive* 
under the conduct of Moung Yu. Il« carrie<l us first 
to Mya-day-Dien, as a matter of form ; and there vt 
lumt, that the emperor had been privately a|iprt2ed 
WW arrival, anil said, 'Let them be introduced.' 
Iierefiffe proceeded to the palace, At the outer 
ttwe were detained n long lime, until the variouf 
s were satisfied that we hud a right to enter; 
UttT which we deposited n present for the private roi- 
r of state, Mouni^ Zuh, and were luhered into 
Ut'Dpnrtmenta in the palaee-vard. He received us 
very pleasantly, and ordered us to sit before several 
governors and [letty kings, who were waiting at his 
levee. We here, for the first lime, disclosed our cha- 
racter and object — told hitn that we were missionaries, 
or ' propagators of religion ; ' [hut we wished to ap- 
pear before the emperor, and present our sacred books, 
aceompnnieil with a petition. He took the petition 
into his hanil, lookerl over uboot half of it, and then 
familiarly aaked several questions about our God and 
our religion, to which we replied. Just at this crisis, 
Homeone announced that the goMen foot was about to 
advance ; on which the minister hastily rose up, and 
put on his robes of state, saying, that he must seice 
the moment to present ua fo the emperor. We now 
found, that we had unwittingly fallen on an unpropitious 
time, it being the day of the celebration of the late 
victory over the Ciissays, and the very hour when his 
majesty was coming forth to witness the display made 
When the minister was dressed, be 
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just said, ' How can you propagate religion ja tliif 
empire ! But eomc along.' Our hearts sunk at thesp 
inauspicious words. He conducteil us tbrough varioiu 
splendour anil parade, until we ast-'endeil a flight of 
Stairs, and entered a niost magnificent hall. He diy 
reeled ub where to sit, and took his place on oaf 
side ; the present was placed on the other, and Moung 
Yo, and another officer of Mya-day-nien, sat a littl« 
behind. The scene to which we were now introduced 
really surpassed our expectation. The spacious extei^ 
of the hall, the number and magaitude of ihe pillars, 
the height of the douie, the whole completely coverei) I 
with gold, presented a most grand and imposing spec' [ 
tacle. Very few were present, and those evidcBtlf , 
great officers of state. Oilr situation prevented oi | 
Irorn seeing the further avenue of the hall) but tii« | 
«id, where we sat, opened into the parade, which Ibf I 
emperor was about to inspect. We remained abovf.! 

Pfive minutes, when every one put himself into thf ! 
most respectful attitude, and Mouug Yo whispered, , 
tliat his majesty had entered. We looked through ib« 1 
hall, as far as the pillars would allow, and presenUy 
caught sight of this modern Ahasuerus. He cauit ! 
forward, unattended — in solitary grandeur. eshilMtiiif 
the proud gait and najesty of an eastern nionoic]!, » 
His dress was rich, but not distinctive ; and he carried- 
in bis hand the gold-sbeathed sword, which seems t^ 
have taken the place of the sceptre of ancient timfiti ' 
But it was his high aspect and commanding eye that 
chieBy rivetted our attention. He strided on, EvGfy 
'head, esceptlng ours, was now in the dust. We re^ P 

. fliained kneehng, our bands folded, our eyes fixed oq p 
the monarch. When he drew aear, we caught tus «t> |i 
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tOBtioB. Hm tfec^pedj partly turned towards uir— ' Who 
aiv these?* 'The teachers, great king^' I rqilied. 
' Whal» yoa speak Barmaii — the priests thai I heard 
of last night r ' When did you arrive ? * 'Are you 
tdkcfaers of religion ? ' * Are you like the Portuguese 
Meat?* 'Are yon married?* ' Why do you dress so ? ' 
Thescf, and some odier similar questions, we answered i 
when he appeared to be pleased with us, and sat down 
on an elevated seat, his hand resting on the hilt of his 
nMMrd, find his eyes intently fixed on us. Moung Zah 
abw began to read the petition and it ran thus :-^ 

"^ ' The American teachers present themselves to re* 
tcive the favour of the excellent king, the sovereign 
ef land and sea. Hearing that, on account of the 
greatness of the royal power, the royal country was 
ill a quiet and prosperous state, we arrived at the town 
bf Rangoon, within the royal dominions, and having 
dMafned leave of the governor of that townp;to come 
ip-aod behold the golden face, we have asanded, and 
lieadied the bottom of the golden feet. '^In the great 
dnMrj of America, we sustain the clMacter of teach* 
to^nnd explainers of the contents 4if the sacred Scrip- 
uf our religion. And. since is is contained in 
Scriptures, that, if we pass to other countries, 
spd preach and propagate religion, great good will 
Msvlft* and both those who teadi, and those who re- 
MvB'tbe religion, will be freed from future punish- 
iiitet^ and enjoy, without decay or death, the eternal 
fMeity of heaven, — that royal permission be given, 
tHit we, taking refuge in the royal power, may preach 
aur religion in these dominions, and that those who 
M yleaaed with our preaching, and wish to listen to 
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be guided by it, nbetber foreigners or Bumnnnai 

may be exempt from gnvernmenl mokBtation, they , 

present themselves to receive the favour of the ex- , 

cellent king, the sovereign of land and sea,' ' , 

The emperor heard tliis petition, and gtrctche!il ' 
put his hand. Moung Zuh crawled forward and pre^ i 
Knted it. His majesty l>egan at the top, and delib&l | 
Kktely read it through. In the mean time, I gnve 1| 
Idoung Zah an abridged copy of the tract, in whtctt J 
' tvery offensive sentence was corrected, and the whol« I 
into the handsomest style iiiid dress poasible. I 
After the emperor hud perused the pelitii:>n, he handed ll 
it bjick without saying a word, and took the tractf 
Our hearts now rose to God for a. displny of his gractA.N 
' O, have mercy on liuriiiiih ! Huve mercy on h^ J 
king!' But, alas ! the time was not yet come. Hil 
held the tract long enough to read tlie two first seit<*]l 
■* tenets,, whieh assert that there is one eternal Qod} I 
who is iniUpcndent of llie incidents of mortiilitv, aiidl 
that beside faini, there is no God ; and then, wiih atf I 
air of indiEFerenoflt perhaps disdain, he dashed it doWttl 
to the ground 1 MioungZah stooped forward, picked 
it up, and handed it to us. Moung Yo made a sligM 
attempt to save lis, by unfolding one of the voluOMtJ 
which composed our present, and displaying its be 
but his majesty took no notice. Our fate i 
decided. After a few moments, Sfoung Zah interpre 
I royal master's will, in the following terms : ' 
regard to the objects of your petition, his majee 
gives no order, In regard to your sacred hooks, ti 
majesty has no uee for them, take them away, 
" Something was now said about hruther Calittoi 
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skill la xnediciae i lUpon which the emperor once more 
opened hia mouth, and said/ ' Let them proceed to the 
cciid^iice of my physician, the Portuguese priest ; 
let him examine whether they can be useful to me 
in that line, and report accordingly.' He then rose 
fnut his seati strideil on to the end of the hall, and 
thcre^ after having dashed to the ground the first in- 
MUigence that he had ever received of the eternal 
Godj his Maker, his Preserver, his Judge, he threw 
bimBelf down on a cushion, and lay liittcning to the 
mnsic, and gazing at the parade spread out before him. 
.** Ab for us and our present, we were hurried away, 
without much ceremony. We passed out of the pa- 
lace gates with much more fjtcility than we entered, 
and were conducted first to the house of Mya-day-men. 
There his officer reported our reception ; but in as 
fafourable terms as possible ; and smhh highness was 
lyit'. apprized of our precise object, our repulse ap- 
peared probably t^ him, not so decisive as wi^knewft 
to be. We were- next conducted two miUs, through 
the sun and dust of the streets of Ava^tcr the residence 
of the Portuguese priest. He v«^ Ispeedily ascer- 
tf ned that we were in possessii^ of no wonderful 
Miefet, which woulil secure the emperor from all dis- 
•■•e, and oiake him live for eve^; and we were accord- 
iljgly allowed to take leave of tlie reverend Inquisitor, 
ttid retreat to our boat. 

'. " At this stage of the business, notwithstanding the 
4^ded repulse we had received, we still cherished 
. same hope of ultimately gaining our point. We re- 
gretted .that a sudden interruption had prevented our 
ezplaining our objects to Monng Zah, in that familiar 
fai-fiOnfideutial manner which we had intended) and 
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we determined, therefore to make another attempt 
upon him in private, 

" January 98f^. — ^Early in the morning we had the 
pleasure ef seeing our friend, Mr. G., coming to our 
boat. It may not be amiss tor mention^ that he is. the 
collector who was chiefly instrumental in relieving us 
from the exorbitant-demand, which, a few months ago 
was made upon us in Rangoon. He now told us that 
he had heard of our repulse, but would not have oi 
give up all hope ; that he was perfectly acquaintedi 
with Moung Zah, and would accompany us to his 
house, a little before sunset, at an hour when he wa^ 
accessible. This precisely accorded with our inten* 
tioos. 

" In the afternoon, therefore, we called on Mr. Q,, 
and he went with us into the city. On the way, w^ 
paid a visit to the wife of the present viceroy of Rimi- 
goon, whose eldest son is married to the only daugh'* 
tl^"0£ijthe presenti emperor. We carried a preseot, 
and were/ tf course, kindly received. 

" Thence we^went to the house of Moung Zah, 
some way beyomKthe palace. He received us with 
great coldness and^serve. The conversation which 
we carried on> chiefly. through Mr. G., it is unnecessary 
to detail. Suffice it to^ay that we ascertained, beyond 
a doubt, that the policy of the Burman govemmentr 
in regard to the toleration of any foreign religion^ is 
precisely the same with the Chinese-: that it is quite 
out of the question, whether any of the subjects of the 
emperor, who embrace a religion different from his 
own, will-he^xempt from punishment -, and that we, 
in presenting a petition to ihat effect, had been guilty 
of a most egregious blunder, an unpardonalde oieoce. 
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Mr. G. urged every ailment that we auggested, aod 
aome othera. He finally atated, that if we obtained 
fhe royal fknmr, other foreignera would come and 
aettle in the empire^ and trade would be greatly bene- 
fited. Thia urgument alone seemed to have any effect 
on the fnind of the minister ; and looking out from 
the doud which covered his face» he vouchsafed to 
wfj that if we would wait some time,, be would en- 
deavour to speak to his majesty about us. From thia 
reoaark it was impossible to derive any encouragementj 
anH having nothing further to urge, we left Mr. G., 
and bowing down to the ground, took leave of thia 
great minister of state, who under the emperor, guides 
the movements of the whole empire. 

" It was now evening. We had four miles to walk 
by moon light. Two of our disciples only followed 
us. They -had pressed as near as they ventured to the 
door of the hall of audience, tind listened to words 
which sealed the extinction of their hopes ^and euro. 
For some time we spoke not. 

y 

" Some natiml tears we dropt, but wipil|tiiem sodn. 
The world was all before us, wherem choose 
Our place of rest, and Prondence cmr guide." 

» ■ ■ ■ 

And, as oar first parents took their solitary way 

through £den, hand in band, so we took our way 

through this great city, which, to our late imagination^ 

seemed another Eden ; but now, through the magic 

touch of disappointment, seemed blasted and withered, 

as if smitten by the fatiil influence of the cherubic 

aword. . 

"Arrived at the boat, we threw ourselves down 
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J'^^fi. I b^iiiicu .c :o >!-. v.-. T?ii;j :s a brief view of 
\h^ Chri>£:d:i 7«.*'.:;i'oii. IV ycu present it, in our 
oaaie, co Moun^ Z^« md persuoce him to read it^ or 
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kur it read. We ba^e indeed no hope of its efficacj ; 
bat it is our last resort, and God may help us in the 
extremity. He took it with some feeling, and pro* 
nised to do his best. 
''Before leaving us, he communicated the im- 

■ 

fCMtant' intelligence, that the emperor, flushed with 
Us late victory over the Cassays, had determined on 
war with Siaro, and intended, next fail, to march in 
person to F^gue, below Rangoon, and there establish 
liis head-quarters. 

•■After Mr. G. left us, we went to visit Mr. R. 
We were formerly acquainted with him in Rangoon ; 
lad be would now have assisted us, had he not been 
oat of the favour of the new emperor. We related 
all our proceedings, and the disappointment of our 
iMipes. I knew it would be so, replied he, when you 
firrt called on me ; but I was not willing to dis- 
courage you from making trial for yourselves. He 
then related the following story, with the silltotance 
of which we were previously acquainted : 

•''About fifteen years ago, the Rinnan Catholic 
priesta converted to their faith a Qurman teacher of 
lilents and distinction. They took great pains to 
indoctrinate him thoroughly in ^eir religion, and 
entertained great hope of his useftilness in their cause. 
After his return from Rome, whither they had sent 
Ubh to complete his Christian education, he was 
•censed by his nephew, a clerk in the high court of 
the empire, of having renounced the established 
icDgion. The emperor, who, it must be remembered, 
woi far from approving the religion of Boodb, 
ordered that he should be compelled to recant. The 

lephew aeized his uncle, cast him into prison and 
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fetterSy caEUsed him. to. be beat and tVeaied -oninerci- 
ftdly i and at length had reeouirse to the torture of tte 
iron mall. With this instrument he vraa graduttUy 
beaten, from the ends of his feet up to his breosty 
until his body was little else but one livid wdatid. 
Mr. R« VfBB one of those that stood by and g!K«^ 
money to the executioners, to induce them to sititke 
gently. At every blow, the sufferer pronounced the 
name of Christ -, and declared, afterwards, that he 
felt but little or no pain. When he was at the pcnnt 
of death, under the hands of his tormentors, some 
persons, who pitied his case, went to the emperor, 
with a statemeUt, that he was a madman, and kneiw 
not what he was about 5 on which the emperor gave 
orders for his release. The Portuguese took.bim 
away, concealed him untU he was able to move, and 
sent him privately in a boat to Rangoon, and theoee 
by ship to Bengal, where he finished his days, ^noe 
theii/-4i|» Roman priests,. of whom there are only foitr 
in the couqtry, have done nothing in the way of pro* 
«elyting., bii^confined their labours to their own 
tiocks, which i$^ composed of the descendcmtsr of 
foreigners. The ^^an who accused his uncle^ isiaow 
the very first of th«^ private ministers of state, takittg 
jrank before Moung^ Zah ! Furthermore, the present 
chief queen, who hds great influence with hia majesty, 
is, and ever has be^n, particularly attached to 'titt 
religion and the prie^ts of Boodh. Mr. R. also eoo* 
firmed the information we had received of approach- 
ing war with Siam. \ 

*' Our case could not be more desperate. We directly 
returned to the boat, and ordered bur people to sell 
off all unnecessary articles, and be ready to start, ai 
soon as our passport could be obtained. 
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•^ f^tbrumf lj|.-*rWent to Mya-day-men. and ap- 
pUadlbr a passport to Rangoon. He i^peared will- 
lug to oblige ii8 ) but said we must make fonnal appli- 
Mitiw to Mouog Zah. 

i " JB4?&ri«nir 1^-tr-^cnt to varions places, and made 
mviona inquirica and applications for a passport. 
Aaoerlained that ■ it was absolutely necessary, in our 
ease, to procure a special one from the high court of 
(the empire. 

** February 3d, — Sent our headman, and some of our 
people, with a petition to Moung Zah. After they 
IumI gone off, we called on Mr. 6. He informed us 
that the tract had been presented to Moung Zah, and 
raad in his presence. After listening to the whole of 
it, instead of throwing it down, or even returning it, 
lie committed it to one of his people to keep, saying 
to Mr. G., ' The doctrines and commands are very 
good : but it will be a long time before Burmans can 
be convinced that there is a God and Saviour/* * After 
this interview with Moung Zah, Mr. G. was sum- 
moned before the emperor. His majesty, among other 
things, inquired about the foreign teachers. Mr. G. 
told him our country, our character, and onr object. 
31ie. emperor observed that the Fqrtuguese priest had 
told him very different things j particularly, that 
uro-were a sect of Zandees (a t^Loe very obnoxious to 
fanner emperors). Mr. G. endeavoured to vindicate 
€mr. character ; but the emperor appeared quite averse 
to> hearing anything in our favour. What, said he, 
tenghing, they have come, presuming to convert us to 
their, religion ! Let them leave our capital. We have 
■o desire to receive their instructions. Perhaps they 

k2 
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may find some of their coontrymen in Rangoon, "who 
may be willing to listen to them. 

"Mr, G. now advised ns to obtain a royal order, 
protecting us personally from molestation^ while we 
should remain in the country 3 otherwise^ said he> as 
it will be notorious that you have solicited royal 
"patronage, and been refused, you will lie at the merejr 
of every ill-disposed person. 

" This suggestion of Mr. 6. occupied our thought! 
the rest of the day. We finally concluded, tbat> 
Buch an order would cost several hundred ticals, 
would prefer trusting in the Lord^ to keep us and ofiir 
poor disciples. 

''At night, our people returned. They hid 
found Moung Zah, had presented the petition for. a 
passport ; to which he made no other reply, bnt 
^ Come to-morrow.* 

• *' February 4th. — Sent the people early in the morn- 
ing Wtab- a handsome present to Moung Zah. They 
returned late at night. He accepted the present, and 
•assured then -he would do our business to-moi> 
rdw. V 

*' February 5^A.-^Sent the people as usual, ourtrualy 
Moung Nau accompanying them, with a quantity of 
silver. This did tfae4)usiness. Late in the eveoiifg,! 
had the pleasure of taking into my hand the pointed 
palm -leaf. It has cost us the value of thirty doUavBf 

" February 6th, — ^Pushedoff from the beach of 0*djllg* 
raau. I could moralize half an hour on the apt re- 
semblance, the beautiful congruity, between the deao- 
late state of our feelings and the sandy barren aorfaee 
of this miserable beach. But ' *tis idle all.* Let the 
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beacb and onr sorrow go together. Someting better 
will turn up to-morrow. 

'^ Rbnary l%th. — Reached Pyee, 830 miles from 
Ava y onr descent on the river being, of course, much 
more rapid than our ascent. Here» to our great sur- 
prise, we met with the teacher, Moung Shway-gnong. 
He had come up from RangooD, a few days ago, to 
visit an old acquaintance, who was dangerously ill; 
expects to return shortly ; would gladly go with us, 
if we could wait a day or two. We stated to him all 
nor adventures at court, the distressing result of the 
expedition, and the. present danger of propagating or 
professing the religion of Christ, and wound off with 
tiie story of the iron mall. He appeared to be lesi 
kflfected and intimidated by the relation than we could 
Inve expected. Indeed, his language was rather too 
high for the occasion. I therefore told him that it 
^Mrasnot for himi that we were concerned, but for those 
who had become disciples of Christ. When they were 
aocuaed and persecuted, they could not worship at the 
pagodas, or . recant l>efore the Mangen teacher. He 
felt the force of the reflection, and tried to explain his 
pait conduct . ' Say nothing,* said I ; * one thing yon 
know to be true, that, when formerly accused, if you 
had not, in some way or other, satisfied the mind of 
the Mangen teacher, your life would not now be re- 
mainibg in your body.' ' Then,' said he, ' if I must 
-die^ I shall die in a good cause. I know it is the cause 
tif truth.' He then repeated, with considerable em- 
phasis, the most prominent points of his present faith, 
as follows : — ' I believe in the Eternal God, in his Son 
Jesufl Christ, in the atonement which Christ has made, 
sod in the writings of the apostles, as the true and 
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Only word of God,' 'Perha|is,' continued he, ' yoa 
mav not remember, that during one of my last visitsi 
^Qu told me, that I was trusting in niy own under* 
staniling. rather than in the Divine word. From ihat 
time I have seen my error, and endeavour to re- 
nounte it. You explained to me also the evil of wor* 
•bipping at pngodas, though I told you, that my heart 
)t partake in the witrahip. Since you left Rui> 
goon, I have not lifted up my foWed hand^ before a 
pagoda. It is true, 1 sometimes follow the crowd, oa 
days of worship, in onlerto uvoid persecution ; but I 
walk up one side of the pagoda, and walk down ih* 
Other. Now, you say, that I nm not a disciple. What 
hck I yet ? ' I was now satisfied that he had made a 
little advance since our last interview, which required 
ft corresponding advance on my side. 1 replied, there* 
I "fcre, ' Teacher, you may he a disciple of Christ tn 
^feeart, bttt you are not n full disciple. Yon have^aot 
kith and resolution enough to keep all the command* 
of Christ, particularly that which requires yo* to be 
baptized, though in the tiice of persecution and death. 
Consider the words of Jesus, just before he returned 
to heaven, " He that believeth, and is baptized, shail 
le saved." ' He received this communication in pro- 
I %und silence, and with that air, which 1 have observed 
<o come upon him, when be takes a thing into serious 
tonsideration. Soon after, I hinted our intention of 
leaving Rangoon, since the empert>r had virtually pro* 
liibiled the propagation of the Christian religion, Euid 
oO Burman, under such circumstances, would dure to 
investigate, much less to embrace it. This intelligence 
evidently roused him, and showed us that we had more 
interest in his heart than we thought. ' Say not so,' 
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Md be, ' thecci are some.ivlio will infestigate, aotwith- 
atendBog i aad wthef than have you quit Rangoon, I 
uriXL go. myself, to the Mangen teacher, and have a 
]Mddil^ diapuf 6. I know I can silence him. I know 
the tmth it on. my side. ' Ah/ said I, * you may have 
a.tiMi^n>A to silence him^ but he has a pair of fettera 
aadan iron mall to subdue you.! Remember that.' Thia 
WBS the substance of our ooaversation, though muck 
more prolix \ and he left us about 9 o*clock at night. 
" This interview furnished matter for conversation 
fill past midnight, and kept us awake much of the re- 
mainder of the night. Perhaps, on arriving in Ran- 
goon, we shall find the disciples firm, and some othen 
seriously inquiring. Perhaps we shall discover some 
appearances of a movement of the Divine Spirit Per- 
baps the Lord Jesus has a few chosen ones, whom he 
iatends to call in, under the most unpropitious and 
forbidding circumstances. Perhaps he intends to 
Aow, that it is not by might, nor by power, but by 
his Splttti In a word, perhaps, in the last extremity, 
God wDl help us. . Ought we, then, hastily to forsake 
Ihe place ? Ought we to desert those of the disciples 
that we cannot take with us, and some others, for 
nHiom Christ died, in such an interesting crisis of their * 
fate ? Would it be rashness to endeavour to trust in 
God, and maintain the post, though disallowed by 
government, and ei^sed to persecution ? But, again, 
can we bear to see our dear disciples in prison, in fet- 
ters, under torture ? Can we stand by them, and 
encourage them to bear patiently the rage of their 
peraecuton ? Are we willing to participate with them ? 
Though the spirit may be somi^times almost willing, 
id. not th^ filesh too weak ? 
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" Pondering nn such topics as these, a little ray of 
Kope seemed to shine out of the darkness of oar de- 
spair. But it was Dot like the soft beam of the moon, 
'which kindly Ebines uo the path of the beoigbted pil- 
eriio, and guides him to a )>lace of shelter. It wai 
~ rather like the angry gleam of lightning, whicb, wbUe 
for a moment it illumines the landscape around, dis- 
closes the black magazines of heaven's artilleryj and 
threatens death to tlie unwary gazer- 
- " February 18th. — Arrived in Uangoon. 

" February Wlh, Lord's day. — In tjie evening I called 
the three disciples together, and gave them a con- 
nected account of (be aSair at Ava, that they inig'ht 
liave a full understanding of the dangers of tbcir pre- 
■ent condition, and the reasons of our intended depoT" 
ture from Rangoon. Ws expected, that after being 
destitute of all the means of grace for some time, and 
after seeing their teachers driven away from the pre- 
i of their monarch in disgrace, they would be- 
' cold in their afTections, and have but little 
ning zeal for acause thus proscribed and exposed 
to persecution. We thought, that if o 
three remained firm, it was as much as 
' eonably hope for. But how delightftiUy w. 
. They all, to a man, appeared ii 
> same, yea, rather advanced in zeal i 
They vied with each other, in trying ti 
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■a\ and energy. 

o explain away 
difficulties, and to convince us that the cause was not 
yet quite desperate. ' But whither are the teachers 
going? ■ was, of course, an anxious inquiry. We told 
tjiem, that it was our iatention never to desert Bur- 
mah ; but that since the emperor had refused to tole- 
rate our religion, we thought it necessary to leave, for 
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B time, those parts of the empire which are hume- 
djately under bis doiniRion ; that iheru is a trnct of 
country, lying betweea Bengal and Arrakan, which, 
though under the government of Bengal, is chiefly in- 
habited by Arrakanese, who spmik a language gjinilar 
to (he Burman, the district being really a part of Arr^ 
ban, one component part of the present Burman 
empire ; that formerly a teacher from Bengal (De 
BrujTi) lived at Cbittagong, the principal town in that 
district, and baptized several coni-erts, who, at hie 
death, were left destitute of all instruction to the pre- 
sent time } and that, in view of these considerations, 
it was our purpose to proceed thither, in hope af find- 
in; that toleration which was denied us in Rangoon. 
We then asked them severally what they would do! 
Uoung Nan had previously told us that he would fol- 
low iia to any part of the world. He was only afraid 
that he should be a burden to us ; for, not being ac- 
quainted with another language, he might not he able 
to get hia living in a stange land. ' Aa for me," said 
Moung Thahlah, ' 1 go where preaching is to be had,' 
Moung Byaay was silent and thoughtful. At last he 
said, that as no Burman woman is allowed to leave 
the country, he could not, on account of his wife, fol- 
low the teachers ; but (continued be, with some pa- 
thos), if I must be left here alone, I shall remain pcr- 
formtug the duties of Jesus Christ's religion ; no other 
shall I think of. This interview with the disciples 
rejoiced our hearts, and caused us to praise God for 
the grace which he has manifested to them, 

"February 94(A. — We have spent three or four days 
in enquiring about Chittagong, and the prospect of get- 
ting a passage directly thither, or by the way of Bengal. 
k5 
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*'Thls evetiing, Mdung Byaay ciame up wifh hiif 

brother-in-lavr, Moung Myat-^yah, who has li¥ed in otii^ 

y^rd several mbnths> and fttrmerly attetid^ wbi^hip 

in the 2iayat. 'I have come/ saW Moilng Byhay, •tor 

petition that yod will not leave Rangoon bX pr6^ent.^ 

'I think/ replied I, UhaiC it is useless to I'emliin vMtif 

present cit-cumstances. We canhot open the Zay&t f 

we cannot have public worship ; no Bur man Will dAHt 

to examine this religion 3 and if none examine, nondd 

can be expected to embrace it/ 'Teacher/ said" hf, 

'my mind is distressed $ I can neither eat nor sletip} 

since I find you are going away. I havie be^n arotiild 

among those who live near us, and I find some who aiti 

even now examining the new religion. Brotlte^ 

Myat-yah is one of them, and he Unites with Me in nif 

pletitions. (Here Myat-yah assented that it W^ doi.) 

Do stay with as a few months. Do stay till th^re Ulrift 

eight or ten disciples. Then appoint ohe to be the tftachiitf 

oP the T^st ; I shall not be concerned about th^d e^iUxtj 

though you should leave the country, the r^lfgfon WM 

sf)read of itself. The emperor hinflself canhot dtopHh. 

But if you go n6\7, and take the twd disciple that tiA 

follow, I shall be left alone. I cannot baptize tlilbi^ 

vrho may wish 16 embrace this religion. What tatit 

do } ' Moang NaU came in, and expressed himself fA 

a similar way. He thought, that s^v^ral irotild fei 

foedome disciples, notwithstanding all t^^ftlAfh, iSXkd 

that it Was best for us to stay a while. We codld Mk 

restl'ain our tearfi at hearing all this ; and We told tTr^| 

that as we lived only f6r the prdniotlun of the caiistf ol 

Christ among the Burmans, if there WIlS ^y pro^piect 

df success in Ran^on, we had nb deiiire to gb to ihb^ 

fter place^ and would, therefore, re-cousidelr ^^tAkWSt. 
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" February 86/^— Moyng Shway-boo« a aedate and 
pleasant man, who came to IWe io our yard just befi^n^ 
fVQ went to Avdy accompanied Moung Myat-yah to ibfii 
usual evening worship. When we were about breaking 
up, Moung Tbalah began conversation, by saying, 
'T^Acher* your intention of going away, has filled lift 
all with trouble. Is it good to forsake us thus } Not* 
withstanding present difficulties and dangersj it is ta 
be remembered, that this work is not yours or oure« but. 
tba work of God. If he give light, the religion will 
spread. Nothing can impede it.* After conversing 
aome time, I found that Moung Louk, another inhabit 
(apt of the yard, had been listening without. Accord- 
ingly, he was invited to take his seat with the inquirers, 
Moung Byaay now began to be in earnest, his arm waa 
^vated, and his eyes brightened. ' Let us all,* said 
lie, ' make an effort. As for me, I will pray. . Onljir 
leave a little church of ten, with a teacher set ovec 
tbem, and I shall be fully satisfied. Moung Nau took 
a vary jactive part in the conversation. The thnea nea* 
otea said, nothing, except that they were desirous of 
considering the religipo of Christ. Neither of them' 
however, was willing to admit* that aa yet, be believai 
any thing. 

''We felt that it was impossiM^ for us aU to leave 
tbesa people* in these interesting circumstances ; and; 
al the same time, we felt it very important that Chitta^ 
gong should not be neglected. Under these circum^ 
slMAcea we came to the conclusion, tl^at Brother £oL» 
man should proceed immediately to Chittagong, coU^ 
(he Arrakanes^ converts, and Ibrm a station, to which 
nfupr missionaries ir^m tkp Board ajghl at first cepairf 
aiiil.|o whicb I might iiUimatdy Saej, with ihose of tkf 
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disciples that could leave the country, wlien we foutKl 
that pi;rst;cu(ion so violent, as to supjireas ikll further 
inquiry, and render it useless and rash to remain ; that 
I slioulil remain in Rangoon, until the slate of things 
became thus desperate, and then endeavour to Join 
brother C. in Chittagong ; but that if, contrary to our 
expectation, the Rangoon station should, after a lapse 
of several months, appear to be tenable, and that for 
an indefinite time, and some work be evidently goin^ 
on, brother C, after settling one or two missionaries 
in Chittagong, to keep that place, should rejoin me in 
Rangoon. 

"Ftbruarif 2"//i, Lnrd'tday. — Had private worship in 
the Zayat — the front doors closed — none present bnt 
,the disciples and in((uirers. 

" Ftiruary 28/ft. — A visit from Moung Shway-gnong. 
\ &e hud considered (he said) my last words, that one 
iDust believe and be baptized, in order to be a full 
disciple ; it was his desire to be such ; and he wanted 
to know what outward rules, in particular, he must ob- 
serve, in case he should become a professor. I toki 
. him, that the disciples of Christ, after baptism, were 
rlesociated together! that they assembled every Lord's 
Pday for worship^ and that, from time to time, they 
ceived the sacrament of bread and wine. I then 
^tvarned him of the danger of self-deception, and of 
N^'the persecution to which disciples were exposed in this 
mtry, and advised him to reconsider the matter 
'^'iQost thoroughly, before he made a definite request for 
^ baptism. 

"After he had gone, OoYan (mentioned Dee. 19th) 
came in— was disappointed in not finding Moung Shway- 
gnong, having agreed to meet him at the mission- 
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We had a long conversation on doctrinal 
|N>inta^ in which he discovered a very acute, discrimi- 
nating' mind. 

- " March Siij*— Another visit from Oo Yan. Ventura 
to indulge a little hope, that truth is beginning to 
operate oo his mind. 

** March &ih, Lord*s day. — Private worship as last 
Lord*s day. In the evening, received the sacrament of 
bread and wine. Moung Nau was not present, having 
gone on a visit to Bau-lay his native place. Had a 
refreshing and happy season, with the two other dis- 
ciples. Two of the inquirers were spectators. 
• " March Sth. — In the evening, had a very pleasant 
and instructive conference with the disciples and in- 
quirers. Moung Thalah appeared to great advantage; 
took the lead in explaining trutli to the new ones, and 
quoted Scripture with singular facility and aptness. 
He has most evidently very correct views of the doc- 
trines of grace. Moung Myat-yah appears to begin 
to discern the excellence of the Christian system, and 
to hove some right feelings towards the Saviour. 

- "March lOth. — Moung Shway-gnong and Oo Yan 
have been with me several hours ; but the interview 
has afforded very little encouragement. The former 
said but little on his own account — appearing chiefly 

/desirous of convincing and persuading his friend, that 

• he might gain (as I secretly suspected), some com- 
paoion of his own rank in life, before he embraced the 

;aew religion. The latter acted on the defensive, and 
spent all his time in raising objections. He was ready 
to admit, that the atheistic system of the Boodhists was 
not tenable ; but endeavoured to fortify himself on a 

^nllUdltt system, between, that and tl^ Christian ; tl&e 
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VfrysysteiBr in wliich Moung Shway-^ong fornnwlyk 
nMed, and whieh for distinction's sake> mnj. be fitl^i 
termed the semi-atheistic. Its fundamental dootrioe is* 
tlmt Diirine wisdom^ not concentrated in any exiting 
spirit^or embodied in any form, but diffused throughout 
the universe, and partaken in different degrees by> 
various inteltgeuces, and in a very high degree by the 
Boodhs, is the true and only God. This poor system^' 
which is evidently guilty of suicide. Go Yan made.- 
every possible effort to keep alive ; but 1 really thinkj. 
that, in his own mind, he felt the case to be hopelete. 
His mode of reasoning, however, is soft, insinuating^ 
and acute ; and so adroitly did he act his part» that 
MouDg Shway-gnong, with his strong arm, and J, with, 
the strength of truti), were scarcely able to keep him 
down. 

*' March 13th. — ^ITie teacher and Oo Yan, with tWQ. 
of their friends, came and spent several hours. The. 
former stayed later than the others, ami attended- 
evening worship. I asked him, whether there waa 
any point in the Christian system, on which he bad 
not obtained satisfaction. He replied that he i^as not 
yet satisfied as to the propriety of God*s appointioig 
one particular day in the week, for assembling 
together, in dtstinction from all other days. I saWji 
at once, why he had always been so remiss in attend*. 
ing worship on the Lord's day ; and I therefore pro*, 
oeeded to state the nature of positive commands, and 
their peculiar excellence, as the best test of obedienos '^ . 
that it was evidently beneficial for the disciples o£ 
Qirist to assemble sometimes -, that God, in appoint^, 
ing that such an assembly should be held at least on^^ 
day in seven, vffii^t be supposed to be guided bf 
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friwi6m, infinitely transcending that of the man ; that 
if the disciples of Christ are to meet once at least* 
in seven days^ it is evidently best tt> have the day^of 
lAeeting designated, in order to secure their general) 
Wion and concert ; and^ that the first day of the week 
|iad at least this claim to preference, that it was the 
itsy' on which dur Saviour rose from the dead. I 
descanted on these points to his apparent satisfaction ;' 
but let us see whether he will come next LordV 

** Later in the evening had an instructive con* 
ference with Moung Myat-yah andMoung Sh way-bob* 
They both appear to have obtained some of that lights 
which, like the dawn of morning, shineth more and 
Skore unto perfect day. 

'* March \Sth. — Another visit from the teachery 
accomnpanied with his wife and child. Again discussed' 
the necessity of assembling on the Lord*s day«> 
fbund that the sacraments of baptism and the Lord's 
supper are, in his mindf liable to similar objeottons. 
jfersook, therefore, all human reasoning, and rested' 
the merits of the case on the bare authority of Christ : 
{Ye are my friends, if ye do whatsoever I conunaiid'. 
y6u.' Notwithstanding the remains of his deistical 
l^rit, however, I obtained, dmring this visit, mom 
Misfactory evidence of his real conversion, than ever 
bdb^e. H« said, that he knew nothing of an eternally 
etinihg God, before he met with racj that, oar 
hearing that doctrine, he kistantly beUeved it; bnt 
ttfaft it was a long time bdbire he dosed with Christ. 
Can you recollect the time? said L Not precisely, he 
replied 5 but it was during a visit, when you dis- 
ebursdl coDhcemiiig the THoity^lhe Divine Mnshfp of 
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I Jesus, and the great sufferings which he, though truly 

God, endured for his disciples. He afterwards spoke, 

il'ith much Christian feeling, on the preciousneas oF 

tile lost part of the sixth chapter of St. Matthew, 

I which he heard me read the day before yesterday, at 

i evening worship. 

"March 2ls(. — Moung Tbahlah iutroduced one of 
I his relations, by name Moung Shway-bny, as desirous 
[ of considering the Christian religion. Spent an hour 
r two in conversing with him. He wns afterwards- 
I present at evening worship, and stayed to converse, 
I after the rest had retired. 

■' March 22t/. — Another conversation with Moung 

I Shway-bay.* He appears to be under deep religious 

[ iiUpressions. Mis language and his looks evince an 

ouimon solemnity of spirit, an earnest desire to be 

[ nved from the wrath to come. After praying with 

iriiu, I left him in company with Moung Tbahlah. 

" March 23(f.— In the morning, Moung Tbahlah in- ' 

formed me that he and his frit>nd had set up the greater 

part of the night, in the Zayat, reading, and con- 

TCrsing, and praying. In the afternoon, Moung 

[■8hway-bay came in himself. His expressions are very 

r tftrong ; but 1 have no reason to doubt his sincerity. 

I Jt only seems strange to us, that a work of grace 

I Should be carried on so rapidly, in the soul of an 

I ignorant heathen. He presented a writing, con- 

' tdning a statement of his faith, and an urgent request 

to be baptized next Lord's day. 

" March ■iilh, — Spent all the evening with Moung 
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Sbway-bay. Feel Batisfieil that he hm experienced a 
work of Divine grace ; but thiok it advisable to del'er 
his baptism, until Sunday after next, in order to allow 
faiiufull time to re-examine the religion, and the foun- 
ilaioD of his hopes. 

" March 2Gi/i, Lord's day, — Tliree women present at 
worship — acquaintances of Moung' Shway-gnong. 
ITiey have visited Mra. Judaon once or twice before. 
The principid of them renounced Gaiidama some 
jears ago, nnd adopted the Eemi atheistic system, but 
without obtaining any real satisfaction. Two years 
ago, ahe met witli a copy of the tract, nhich gave ber 
an idea of on eternally existing Goil ; but she knew 
not whence the paper came. At length, Momig 
Shway-guong told her ihut he had found the true 
wisdom, and directed her to us. Her case appears 
very hopeful, 

" In the evening, after worship, had a protracted 
conversation with the disciples and inquirers, on 
account of brother Colman's intended departure to- 
morrow. Moung Sh way-bay appeared very well 
indeed. Moung Myat-yah said, ' Set me down for a. 
disciple, 1 have fully made up my mind, in regard to 
this religion. 1 love Jesus Christ ; but I am not yet 
quite ready tor baptism.' After we dismissed them, 
they .went over to the Zayat, of their own accord, 
and held a prayer meeting. 

"And here I must close my journal. We have 
spent the last evening with our very dear brother 
and sister Coi man. They expect to embark to-morrow 
morning. Our parting is mournful; for happy, un- 
commonly happy, has been our past intercourse, 
Nothing but a sense of duty could force the present 
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sqiftratioii. W&hope that it w31 be of short dnmAot^, 
umI thai, we skall soon reuoUe, our labouis in ■ Oiittarr 
goag or RwigooQ.** 

I ramaitty oay dear 6i)% . j 

Very affectionately and reai>ectfid!y^ 

A. n. J« 



LETTEI^ XIL 

• f 

Baltimore, February, 182^1 

MY DEAR SIR, 

Aptrr tbe departure of our beloved friendSy M% 
and Mrs. Colman> we again found ourselves in ciii^ 
former solitary situation^ with this exceptiott> that our 
faithful and affectionate Burmans remained with its> 
and often comforted our hearts, by the daily exhibition 
of spiritual mindedness^ and sincerity in their pto^ 
fession. 

The; importance of having a branch of the Burmans 
fiiiesion established at Chittagong, was obvious, fmrn 
the consideration that this district was under the Bri^ 
tish government, and separated from the Burman ter^ 
ritory only by a river. Mr. and Mrs. Colman arrived 
at that place in June, 1890, and made a most eticoii* 
raging beginning. They had erected a house in ihB 
midst of the native population, and made rapid pro« 
gress in the acquisition of the language, which wm 
commenced while in Rangoon. Mr. Colman had beg^ 
to communicate the truths of the gospel publicly, and 
had witness^ their effect on the mind of his teacher^ 
when these animating prospects were blasted . by thft 
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8«ddeo> «iitexpeeled> abd lamented, deaib of tkis^ valiH' 
aUe aiisskMMiiTr. But eipeti^tkti. heavy afflktioa is jaN 
tended with circumstaDceB. of merey- Mr. dolinai^ 
was permitted to live, witU he-had given to the ChrisM 
tiaii world one of the moit atrikiog^ instances of Cbrnc 
tian; deeisioa and pore missionary zeal, ever exhibited 
since the commencement of modem missions. 

In Chittagong he might have lived comfortably in 
cIViBzed Chrietian society^ under the protectien. of the 
Bng^k gotemment, and. been usefully employed in 
Bussionary avocations. But in inutation of the Bj6» 
ieemer^ and prompted by feeliags of compassion forimi^ 
mortal souls, he chose his residence in a native fillani^ 
iHiere he was surrounded by poverty^ ignoraace> and 
d^8ien> and where too> he feU a martyr to his zeell* 
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spirit of t^s exceUeat mta may be discQTCi«4 
la. the- following extract from a letter, which he wrote to a friend 
in^aimiiry^^821: — 

" For six months past, I have been so engaged in* missionary 
work, fhat the ,dear land of mj nativity has occupied but few of 
ttjr thoughts. A short time since, however^- the ' Memoir of 
vikkrf Ifertyatwas put intor my bands ; aad while readiap ^ 
ai|«Otfiit-of his departure from England, tlie sad butJoyfu| 
morning on which- 1 bade adieu to America, came fresh to my 
lenieiiibrance, and a train of sensations were excited, of which 
I hare often been the subject I walked out in the virandah, ancT 
dtf^'iDDrflraS sinking in the west; I fancied that I saw my faf 
dUCMt bvechron riiAog firom sweet tepost, and' engagiag In €be 
ftrloua duties of life. Their countanaaces passed before qs]K 
guad^ and while recoUeeting. that I. should en^y their societv 
119 more on earth, my thoughts were quickly transported to 
that happy world, in which all whose names are written in the 
i(b6k of Life shall be united, nerer ag:ain to part. Reflections 
intt'fhesii^ oflstt cheer th^ hoar of solitude, and produce emotions 
ihtafeflbsbly pleassnt.'' 
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Happy Culiuan ! lite fe^ short years he was ^< 

! lowed to labnur on mission ground were faithfully im- 

I proved ; be was early released from a lite of toil and 

privation, anil admitted into the presence of Him, fratn 

' wham he doubtless heard these trinisporting wonla : 

'Well done good and faithful servant, enter thou into 

the joy of thy Lord," 

A very interesting letter from Mrs. Colnian to Mf; 
[kilmau's mother, detailing the particulars of his death, 
having just been received, is inserted, with a view of 
exhibiting to the world another instance of the power 
of religion to support the Christian, under the incut 
'' appalling circumstances : 

" Chiltagong, Sy>t. 26, 1833. — Your letter of AitgoH | 
SSth, iS91, was duly received. While rending (ba 
account which it contains of the death of Mr. U. 
Pcarce, I little suspected it would so speedily fall to 
tnylct to communicate to you intelligence of a similar 
nature, Alas ! it is my painful duty to mention b 
death, in which you are more deeply interested thaD 
in that of the above, and which, should you not have 
previously heard of it, will awaken in your bosom the 
' tendereet sorrow. Your affectionate son, the amiable 
and dearly beloved companion of my joys and sorrows, 
is no more ! How trying and mysterious are the dis- 
pensations of Providence ! On the arrival of yonv | 
letter, which was the Slh of June, Mr. C. was weli, 
and enjoyed an unusual flow of spirits. He waw \ 
warmly engaged in the cause of his Divine Muter. ' 
and his life, to human appearance, was never moH. 
necessary, liut, just at this interesting period. Infinite 
Wiadom saw fit to remove him. On tlieSStb of JnnC 
lie was attacked by un intermittent fever. He to6k' 



TO THE BURMAN EMPIRE. 2U 

such medicines as are commonly used in similar citses. 
They produced a good effect ; and such were the &-^ 
Yoarable symptoms of his disease^ and so slight his 
sufferings during the first five days, that neither of us 
ap^vrebended the least danger. On the sixth day, 
Wwever, he suddenly grew worse, and early in the 
evening the fever came on in a more alarming manner 
than it had done at any preceding time. I gave him 
some medicine, which considerably abated its violence. 
He < became quite composed, and after speaking a few 
words to me, fell into a gentle sleep. I remained by 
htm in a state of great anxiety, but still thought there 
was every appearance of his having a comfortable 
]|%ht> and i determined, as I saw his disorder increas- 
10^ so fast, that should we both be spared until the 
neSLt day, I would remove with him to Chittagong, 
hopiag that a change of air might prove beneficiar. 
Bntf.alas ! he was not permitted to behold the light of 
anotlier sun. After remaining composed for a short 
time, I had the disappointment to perceive that he 
gfew extremely restless. I awoke him ; and, oh ! 
wkat agony of mind I felt, when I found that delirium- 
kid made its approach! It was then about eleven 
oUdock. After this, the fever increased in a rapid and 
i4oleDt manner, and rendered ineffectual every effort 
wftkich I made to save a life so dear to me. His suffer- 
ingt were very extreme, until towards the close, when 
iljfjemsed Gk>d to lessen their severity. Although 
UMJble to speak, yet he seemed entirely delivered from 
pfttcand breathed his last without a groan or struggle. 
.*frl ttm sensible, my dear mother, that this event 
wBl be peculiarly trying to yon. I am sure it has left 
iNO.siioat disconsolate and afiOiicted. It has indeed 
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beea almost too much for my feeble nature to sust(un> 
But, however severe our aufferiugs, let us rest satisfied 
ttiat the event has heen ordered by unerring wisdom. 
If God condescends to number the hairs of our bend, 
and to lake notice of even the sparrow which falieth 
to the ground, certainly he is not jadiBerent to those 
events which relate to the prosperity of his owo 
kingdom. God knew (perfectly well what would be 
tiie result of our going to Cox's Bazar. It was ac- 
cording to his hilly will that ihere Mr. C. should be 
visited with sickness, and that that sickness should 
terminate in death. May we therefore be enabled to 
exercise that submission whJcii is pleasing in hia eight, 
and to say, with an afflicted saint of old, ' Though he 
stay me, yet will 1 trust in him!' 
, " Let it also be our consolation, that the dear sub- 
ject of this letter was fully prepared for heaven,. and 
that his happy spirit, now released from this world of 
■in and sufl'erini^'', is enjoying the company of angels 
Hnd glorified beings, and drinking full draughts of 
bliss from that river of pleasure vhich flows at the 
right hand of God and the Lamb. He did not put off 
the concerns of etrrnity until confined to a sick bed. 
No; while blest with health, and in the full possuaion 
of his rational powers, he made it his business lo 
]irepare for a dying hour. During ihe last eighteen 
months of his life, his mind was unusually solemn, 
And seemed to be under a strong jireientiment that he 
ibould be early removed from this world, frequently, 
when under the influence of these impressiunsj be 
lum conversed in the most solemn and impressive 
manner respecting his own dissolution. One of these 
««i8ons, in particular, is deeply engraven on my lae- 



niDrf. Coming one day from his place of retitit nveot; 
lie seifted himiself bypte^, and with a placid and^ 
irenly «ir^ conversed Mith me concemitagan: eaniy 
fiftratlon, and intreated me to prepare my^nind -fot 
^aehan events as he fiiUy believed his time 6n earth 
was short. He remarked, the prospect of death was 
animating, and that he had not a desire to live,. but fet 
»iy sake, and that of the poor heathen. You may 
well imagine^ my dear mother, that the subject was 
then painful to my feelings ; but it now a£fords me 
great-satisfaction to reflect on these seasons^ I believe 
that God was then preparing him for exactly the sudden 
death that awaited him, and for a state of hcavmly 
existence. 

^'1 rejoice that you are surrounded by Christian 
IHends, who will feel it their privilege to sympathize 
^th you on this melancholy occasion. And mayOod^ 
of his infinite mercy, pour into your bosom the balm 
^of heavenly consolation, conduct yon safely through 
this vale of tears, and at last, may we both have a 
happy re^union with our beloved friend in that wofld 
where distracting sorrows and separations are un^ 
ktiown!" 

Our little church at 'Rangoon, at this time> Febni«* 
•ry, 1820, consisted of only ^ five members, two fis- 
reigners and three Burmans. Its rapid and encoa« 
raging increase togetiier with some domestic afflic- 
tion, is described in Mr. Judson's journal, as follows: 

"* March 27<^.-^Brotber and sister ' Colman took 
leave of us, and embarked for Bengal. 

^* March ^th, — ^We have converted one of the rooms, 
kitely occupied by brother Colman, into a sort of 
ebi^l for evening worship, add conversation vritli 
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those of the dieci|ilcs and inquirers nlia live on the 
Diisaion premises, and for stated worship on Lord's 
day ; thus finally abandoniDg the Zayat, where since 
our return from Ava, we have had worship on Lord's 
day, with closed doors. The litlle chnpel we call the 
new Zayat. May its blessings prevail above the 
blessings of its progenitor ! 

" /IpTil 1st. — In the evening we had a final conver- 
sation with Moung Shway-bay,* and became fully sa- 
tisfied with ihe evidences of his conversion. We 
therefore expressed our willingness to receive him into 
church fellowship, and I announced to him my inten- 
tion of linptizini; him to-morrow, on which he ex- 
pressed bis gratitude and joy. 

"Jpnl 3d, Lords day. — At night, after dark, we went 
privately to the accustomed pond, and baptized the 
new disciple. Afterwards, sat down to the table of 
the Lord-~two foreign and four native communicanta. 
Three inquirers were admitted to be spectators. 

"April IH/i. — A visit from Oo Van, accompanied 
by two of his friends, who have been before. Long 
conversation on topics of the Christian religion. 

" April 14(fi,— The women, mentioned March 86lh, 
spent most of the day with Mrs. J. They regularly 
visit about once a week. I mention the visit of to- 
day, because it has afforded pretty satisfactory evidence 
that the principal one of the company, by name Mah 
Men-lay, has experienced Divine grace. Her hnsband 
is one of the visitors, who came with Oo Van on the 

nth. 

" April 15(ft,^Moung Shway-bay, has for some 
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4iuy8, been talking- of a vitit to Shway-duung, his na- 
tive pluce, to communicate the treasure which he had 
Jbund, to his numerous relations and friends. This 
evening, af^er expressing his desires, he aai<I, it had 
occurred to him, that it might be proper to ask per- 
mission or license so to do. Not that he aspired to 
set up as a teacher j far from that ; but iie wiuited to 
feel, thai, in communicating the gospel, he was pro- 
ceeding in a regular, authorized manner. He thought 
that if two or three disciples could be raised in each 
of the large towns, it would much facilitate our ope- 
rations. He was sure that at least one in ten of his 
■^lations and friends, on hearing his story, could not 
lielp embracing the new religion. I secretly exulted 
»t hearing his proposal, so evidently the result of 
<;hri3tian principle, and exhorted him to constant self- 
examination and prayer, as the means of discovering 
^is own duty and the Divine will. 

" Jpril I6th, Lord's day, — Early in the morning, the 
"■eacher Moung Shway-gnong came in, after an ab- 
sence of just a month. He was soon followed by Oo , 
^Yan and his two friends. They spent the whole day 
■>vith me; all appear hopeful. The teacher remained, 
^s usual, after the others had left, and thereby afforded 
:»ne an opportunity for private conversation. He ad- 
»nitted that all his objections to positive commands 
-^vere removed ; and that i; was bis desire to be a full 
disciple ; but when urged closely on the subject, he 
intimated that bis wife and friends were opposed to 
&is taking any decided step ; and that if be did, he 
"^vas, moreover, exposed to imminent danger of perse- 
^mtion and death. He mentioned these things with so 
-^ndt feeling, and such evident consciousness of sim- 
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pie weakness^ as completely disarmed me^ My heart, 
was wcuag with }4ty. I siocerely empathized witb^ 
him, in his evident mentcA trial^s. I could not deny, tb^ 
truth of what he said ; biit geatly hinted^, * as thy day 
is, thy strength shall be/ and proposed the eisap^iple. 
of the apostles and martyrs, the glory of suffering fqr 
Christ, &c. But the thought of the iron maU> and a 
secret suspicion, that if I was. in his circumstances^^ I 
should perhaps have no more courtage, restrained my- 
tongue. We parted with, much solemnity^ understand- 
ing one another better than ever before. I shall not 
probably see him again very soon, as it is too dangeyr-« 
ous for a man of his distinction •to be seen x^oming' 
frequently to the mission^house* 

" April 20/A. — ^Mah Men-lay and her friends have 
been with Mrs. J. all day. She gives increasing evi--. 
dence of being a real disciple 3 but jis esLtre^nely timid>, 
through fear of persecution. One of her remarks, die- 
serves notice, as a natwal expression of true Ghristian 
feeling. ' I am surprised,* said she, 'to find this reUr 
gion has such an effect on my n>in4;i as tq make fjae 
love the disciples of Christ more than my dea^fis^ 
natural relations.* She is a woman of very. superior, 
discernment and mental energy. One of the woQiefi. 
who has frequently accompanied, her in her visits^ met 
with a tract at old Fegue, abput six weeks ago^ and 
came all the way to Rangoon, chiefly, she says^joo 
that account. 

''This day I have finished the translation of the 
epistle to the Ephesians, begun before I went to Ava,: 
but intermittefd on account of the weakness of my 
eyes. It is with real joy that I put this precious writ* 
ing into the hands of the disciples. . It is a great acces- 
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Nsion to their scanty stock of Scripture^ for tbey have 
had nothing hitherto but St. Matthc^v. . Intend to give 
them the Acts, as fast as my eyes will allow. 

*' April 30th, Lord's day.— ^ne of the busiesf days I 
have ever spent. Not a multitude of visitants, as for- 
merly. That we cannot expect in present circum- 
stances. But, beside the usual evc^ning assenibly, there 
were eight or ten present at worship, some of whom 
were with me from nine in the mornltig till ten at 
night. Mah Men-lay and her company were with 
Mrs. J.> who has had a serious attack of the liver 
complaint, for a fortnight past, and is now in a course 
of salivation. 

'^ Go Yan, after having searched out all their diffi- 
cult points of religion, came to-day to the ne plus 
ultru'-^How are sin and eternal misery reconcileable 
with the character of an infinitely holy, wise, and 
powerful God ? He at length obtained such satisfac- 
tion, that he could not restrain laughing, fi^ora pure 
mental delight, and kept recurring to the subject, and 
repeating my remarks to those around him. He was 
accompanied, as usuali by his two friends, Moung 
Thah-ay and Moung Myat-lah, husband of Mah Men- 
lay.- With these came also one Moung Yo, a disciple 
of Moung Shway-gnong, a poor man, but a. sharp rea- 
son^r. He was, or pretended to be, on the semi- 
athelftic^plan. [See Manck lOthJ] After ascertaining 
his precise ground, I used ad argument, which, in a 
late eOmbat with Go Yan, I found quite invincible. 
It is simply this : ' No mind, no wisdom' — temporary 
mind; 4eirtporary wisdom*— eternal mind, eternal wis- 
dom.* NOW; as all the semi-atheists firmly believe in 
et^Bii^ wisdom> this concise statement sweeps, with 
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irresistible sway, through the very Joints ami marrow 
of Iheir system. And though it may to others seein 
rather simple and inconclusive ; to one acquainted 
with Burman reasoning, its eEFect is uniformly deci- 
sive. No sooner is thia short sentence uttered, than 
one significantly nods his head, as if to say. There yoti' 
have it. Another cries out to the opponent. You are 
undone, destroyed. Another says, Talk about wisdom ; 
where else will you find it? The disputant himself, 
who was perhaps preparing a learned speech about the 
excellence and efficacy ami eternity of wisdom, quite 
disconcerted by this unexpected onset, sits looking at 
the wreck of his system, and wondering at the simple 
means which has spread such ruin around him; pre-' 
sently he looks up (for the Burmans are frequently^ 
candid), and says. Your words are I'ery appropriate. 
And perhaps his next question is. How can I become a 
disciple of the God you worship } All the visitors to- 
day, and indeed all the semi-atheists, are despisers of 
Guudama, and the established religion of the land. 
Moung Shway-gnong has disseminated this heresy in 
Rangoon for several years ; but since he has become 
acquainted with us, he frequently tells his adherents, 1 
know nothing; if you want true wisdom, go to the 
foreign teacher, and there you will find it. I have 
reason to believe that this heresy is not confined to 
Rangoon, but is taking root in various parts of ihe 
country, and preparing the way for the Christian reli- 
gion. O, for toleration — a little toleration. We will 
be content to baptize in the night, and hold worship in 
private ; but we do pray thai we may not be utterly 
banished from the land ; that we may not be cut up 
root and branch, O, that these poor souls, who we 
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groping in the dark, feeling after ihe truth, may liave 
time and oppgr tun i ties to find the precious treuaure, 
which will enrich them for evermore. We are all look- 
ing with anxiety towards the golden feet. Our vice- 
roy, Moung Sliway-thah, has gone thither on a visit ; 
and it is doubtful whether he will return, or bis rival, 
Mya-day-men. If the latter, there is some reason t« 
hope that we shall keep footing in Rangoon, at least 
during hia administration. 

" May 5tb. — Another visit from Moung Myat-lah 
and his \vife, which has afforded us good rcasou to 
hopcj that he also has become a true believer. His 
wife appears the same as usual. They are both gain- 
ing courage in regard to an open profession of the 
Christian religion, and begin to wonder at the back- 
wardness of their former oracle, Moung Shway-gnoug. 
" May 8th. — Mouug Thah-ay, the friend of Moung- 
Myat-lah, has spent most of tlie day with me, and 
given equally good evidence of being a true disciple. 
He was formerly an officer under government, and 
amassed considerable property, which he mostly spent 
in building pagodas and making offerings. But he 
obtained no satisfaction, found no resting place for his 
soul, until he became acquainted with the religion of 
Jesus. He now rests in thia religinn with conscious 
security — believes and loves all that he hears of it — 
and prays that he may become fully a true disciple of 
the Saviour. 

"Both of these men are respectable householders, 
rather above the middling class. They live in a little 
village called Nan-dau-gong, about half a mile from 
the mission-house. Moung Myat-lah has a lurge 
fitmily j but Moung Thnh-ay bus none j and were it 
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not fur an aged mother whu depemls on hini 
follow mc, he auys, throughout the world, 

" May Mill. — The three viahors from Nan-dau-g 
have been with us pari of the day. One cbaract«rigtiG 
trait in these people is a particular love for the Scrip- 
tures, Tbey aloiost quarrel with one another for tb6 
only copy of the Ephesians, which I bawe given themi 
und I therefore detenuiae ta spare them another, BB 
soon as it is done. Tliey say, that the tranelutioa of 
Ibis epistle is plainer n.id tnore easily urideretood than 
that of St. Matthew; '.vhich is very encouraging trt 
me, as I executed it without the assiatanee of any per- 
son, not even of a Burmao teacher. My old teacher 
went to Ava some months ago ; and I am now afraid 
to employ another, lest he should become too well 
acquainted with Ilie disciples and inquirers, and betra;^ 
them to government. 

" May \Alh, Lord's day. — A very busy day with fhe 
Nan -daU'gong visitors, and the usual evening assembly. 

*' May ISth. — Mah Myat-lah and Mah Doke, who 
have frequently accompanied their relation, Mah Men- 
lay, came to-day by themselves. They appear to be 
under solemn religious impressions, sensible of their 
ain and danger, and anxious to obtain an interest in 
the Saviour ; but are yet unenlighteoed, in regard to 
iae way. Mah llaik also, sister of Moung Thnhlab, 
who formerly afforded us some encouragement, but , 
afterwards fell olF, has recommenced visiting ua. We ' 
hope, tliat during several months' confinement, she 
has not in vain meditated on the truths she formerly 
heard. She says, that her mind is changed ; that she 
loves the Saviour, and tnists in Him alone for salva- 
tion from sin and hell, and desires to become his dis- 
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i^ple in full, by receiving baptiam. Her Imsbnml, 
Mnung Nyo-ilway, and Moiia{f Thah-yab, another 
Tesideot in our yard, whom, I think, I have not yet 
mentioaed, are constnnt attendants on eveaing wor* 
ship, and seem tu be making slow ud\-ances in the 
toowledge anJ love of Divine truth. Moung Shway- 
bay, the last bitpttzed, begins to appear to great ad- 
vantage — has very correct ideas of the gospel system 
— and communicates truth to the inquirers with much 
feeling and animation. In zeal for the extension of 
the Redeemer's kingdom, he surpasses the older dis- 
ciples. This is the man, who, from not knowing that 
there was such a being in the universe as a God, be- 
came a speculative believer, a penitent, a hopeful reci- 
pient of grace, and a candidate for baptiam, all in the 
Bpace of three days. Some of the above-mentioned 
bave, on the contrary, been several months in making 
similar attainments, and are yet found wanting. Thna 
diverse are the operations of the Holy Spirit. 

" May S3(i.— Spent several pleasant hours with some 
of the Nan-dau-gong people. Mah Men-lay ventures 
at last to request baptism, but wishes to wait a little, 
to see whether her husband and some of her friends 
will not join her. 

" Mat/ 22nl. — A visit from the doctor Oo Yan, after 
along interval. He appears to be fnlly convinced of 
the truth of the Christian religion, and of his own 
dark and sinful stale. He compores himself to a per- 
son who rejoices, at intervals, io the light of a glow- 
worm i hut finds, alas '. that it is but momentary, He 
waa accompanied by Moung Myat-lab, who appears 
ahnost decided. Says he is going to visit his former 
teacher, Moung Shway-gnong, and persuade him 
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to join the Nan 

" May %6lh. — A Tisit from Moung Shway-gnong. , 
He seems to have made no advance, in any respects 
since his last visit. ,, 

" May SSift, Lnrd'a day. — A considerable company 
at worship. After worship had a difficult discusaiaD 
■with Oo Yan, on the reconciieableness of the Divine 
veracity with the doctrine of vicarious atonement. 

" In the evening Monng Myat-yah (mentioned 
March 26th), and Miiung Thah-ph, reijuested bap- 
tism. The former has given satisfactory evidence foe 
Bome time. The latter has been constantin attending 
on the means, and appeared somewhat hopeful } but 
we did not expect that he would come forward so soon. 

" Ma>/^9th. — MoungThah-yabhas been greatly db^, 

tressed, sinae he found that we doubted the realjtjof^ 

bis conversion. He appears to be really in earnest, 

and his cooversatioti this evening constrains tu to 

[ believe that he is the subject of true Christian eicr-' 

"June 3rd. — Another visit from Moung Shway- 
gnong, more encouraging than the last. He wa«_ 
I accompanied by several of the inquirers. Mah Myat- 

Ilah and Mah Doke, gave some evidence of being sub- 
jects of a work of grace. In the evening, dcteriained 
to receive Moung Myat-yah and Moung Thah-yah ^ 
into church fellowship. 
" Jane 4th, Lords day. — All the visitors of yee-'*-] 
terday, and some others, present at worsbig. In Xh§ 
evening, administered baptism to the two new disciples. 
- "Jane IGtb, — Received letters from BengaL 
News from Bombay, that aMahomedon has professed' 
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the gospel, and from Java, that brotlier Robinson has 
baptized thetirstCbiiiese convert. Thus cbere seems to 
he a beginning in several very important stations. May 
the little one become a thousand ! Rejoiced to hear 
that brother Colnian had safely arrived at Bengal, and 
embarked in a boat for Cliittagong, and that thus far he 
had not met with any molestation or interruption from 
the police. May he get a footing at Cbiitngoag for 
everything here, in regard to toleration, grows darker! 

" June 2blh, Lord's rfay.— Had an interview with the 
principal one of the Nan-dau-gong visitors, from 
which I conclude, that they are far from daring to 
profess the Christian religion, though I feel satisfied 
that they have received it in their hearts, 

" The Mangen teacher has returned from Ava, with 
fresh eclat, and recommenced his ecdeaiastieul 
openttions. He came down under the special pa- 
tronage of the new Ya-woon, or vice-govenor of the 
place- It is the prevailing report, that no viceroy 
wai be sent down until the emperor is nearly ready lo 
uarcb, in person, to conduct the Siamese war; and 
tbftt) at any rate, the old viceroy, Mya-day-men, from 
whoiD we hoped to receive some protection, will be 
detained at Ava. 

" June 27" ('i- — Mrs. J., after having been through 
two courBes of salivation for the liver complaint, at 
length despairs of recovering, without some proper 
medicBl assistance. For a few days, we have hoped 
that she would get some relief from the various appli- 
cations which have been made, though at the expense 
i>f an almost total exhaustion of strength ; but this 
niontidg to our utter disappointment, the disorder has 
returned with increased violence i and her constitution 
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appears to be rapidly fiiiling. I have iotended, ftjr 
some time pnat, ta seud her itlone to Bengal ; but she 
hns become too weak, and the present cirenmstances of 
the case are too alarming;, to allow such a measure ; 
and I have, therefore, concluded to accompany her. 
We have a sjiecial inducement to embrace th« oppoi^ 
tunity afforded us by the ship which lately brought 
our letters, since, if we reject this, we shall have to 
wait several months for another opportunity, durii^ 
which time, Mrs. J. will, in all probability, be placed 
' beyond the reach of medical assistance. 

"July 9th, Lord's day. — Moung Nyo-dway wild 
Mouog Gway request baptism. We have had k good 
hope of the former for some time. With the latter 
we are very slightly acquainted, though he has been 
& constant attendant on evening worship, for nearly 
two months. This application, however, ia approve 
by some of the most discerning in the church, ^^s 
Nim-dau-gnng people hope that they shall get gsace 
and courage enough to profess the Christian religion, 
by Ihe time I return fi-om Bengal. 

" July 15iA. — Have been very busy all the fast 
week in getting ready for the voyage. In procuring 
a governmental passport, received essential assistance 
■from Mr. Laosago (a Spaniard), the present coUcctor 
of the port, and one of the chief magistrates of Ihe 
place during the absence of the viceroy. He has slao 
promised to protect the people whom we leave on the 
mission premises. 

" July I6lh, Lord's day. — A few days ago, we wJB- 
cluded to receive the two new applicants for baptism j 
but I thought it most prudent (partly by way of trying 
their sinoeriiy), to send them a message, suggesting, 
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tlint since I was greatly occupied in getting ready tar 
sea, and since one nf them was not bo well acquainted 
with the doctrines of religion as was desirable, it 
might be better to defer their baptiam till my return. 

" This morning they came np in much trouble. 
They stated, that as they had fully embraced the 
Christian religion in their hearts, they caulil not re- 
main easy without being baptized, according to the 
command of Christ ; that no man could tell whether 
I should ever return or not ; and that it was their 
earnest petition, if I could possibly find time, and 
thought them worthy of the ordinance, thcc'. I would 
administer it to tbem before I went away. They Cid 
not wish nie to go out to the usual place, as that was 
at Ettnie distance, but would be baptized in a small 
pond near the mission-house. Moung Gwny said, 
dial though he was very ignorant, he knew enough of 
this religion to love it sincerely, and to trust in Christ 
for salvation from all his sins. I re-examined them 
botb] statcil to them the great danger of professing a 
foreign religion, &c. and on their urging their request, j 

I told them I would baptize them in the evening. ' 

" Was obliged to be out all the afternoon, getting 
our things aboard the ship, as we expect to move 
down the river to-morrow morning. At night bap- 
tized the two new disciples, after which we all partook 
of the Lord's supper for the last time. 

*' July 17(A.— Ship to be detained two days. In the 
forenoon, the teacher, Moung Shway-gnong came in, 
I received him with some reserve ; hut soon found 
that he had not stayed away so long from choice, hav- 
ing been ill with a fever for some time, and occupied 
also with the illness of bis family and adherents. He 
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gradually wore away my reserve ,- and we bad not beea 
-together two hours, before 1 felt more satisfied than 
from his itccount of his mentitl trials, his 
•trugglea with sin, his strivings to be holy, his peni- 
tence, his faltli, his exercises in secret prayer, that he 
subject of the special operations of the Holy 
Spirit, that hti is indeed a true disciple. He stayed all 
duy. In the afternoon, the five Nan-dnu-gong visitors, 
the doctor Oo Ynn, and several others, came together, 
and we had much interesting conversation. Towards 
the close, Moung Sbway-gnong, as if to bring things 
to a crisie, addressed me thus: 'My lord teacher, 
there are now several of us present, who have long 
considered this religion- I hope that we are all be- 
lievers in Jesus Christ.' I am afraid, replied I, to say 
that ; however, it is easily ascertained ; and let me 
begin with you, teacher. I have heretofore thought 
that you fully believed in the eternal God ; but I have 
had some doubt whether you fully believed in the Son 
of God, and the atonement he has made. 'I assure you,' 
he replied, ' that I am as fully persuaded of the latter 
as of the former.' Do you believe then, I continued, 
that none but the disciples of Christ will be saved from 
Bin and hell ! ' None but his disciples.' How then 
can you remain, without taking the oath of allegiance 
to Jesus Christ, and becoming his full disciple, in body 
and soul } ' It is my earnest desire to do so, by re- 
ceiving baptism J and for the very purpose of express- 
ing that desire, I have come here to-day.' You say, 
you are desirous of receiving baptism, may I ask, w/ieH 
you desin 
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e it ? 'At any lime you will please 
Do 



' to give it Now — this moment, if you plea 
yon wish to receive baptism in public 
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' I will receive it at any time, aotl in . 
that you pleaae to direct," I then said — Teacher, I ftm 
SBtisReil, from your conversation, this furenoon, that 
you are a true discijile ; and I reply, therefore, that 1 
am (IS desirous of giving you baptisna, as you are of 
receiving it. This conversation had a great effect on 
all present. The disciples rejoiced ; the rest were 
astODiahed ; for though they have long thought that 
he believed the ChrisUnn religion, they could not 
think thiit such a man could easily be brought to 
profess it, and suffer himself to be put under the 
water by a. foreigner. I then turtjed to Monng Thah- 
ay, one of the Nnn-dau-gong people, who, I hope, is 
a true believer.— Are you willing to take the oath of 
allegiance to Jesus Christ ? ' If the teacher, Moung 
Shway-gnong, consents,' replied he, ' why should I 
hesitate ? ' And if he does not consent, what then } 
'I must wait a liltle longer.' Stand by, said I, you 
trust in Moung Shway-gnong, rather than in Jesua 
Christ. You are not worthy of being baptized. Moung 
Myat-lah, on being similarly interrogatei], wished to 
consider a little longer. Oo Yan was still further from 
committing himself. Of the women present, 1 inter- 
rogated Mah Men-lay only. She had evidently a con- 
siderable struggle in her mind, probably on account of 
her husband's having just declined. At length, she 
said, if 1 thought it suitable for her to be baptized, 
she was desirous of receiving the ordinance. I told 
her, that her reply was not satisfactory. I could not 
consent to baptize any one, who could possibly remain 
easy without being baptized, and then I related the 
story of the two last disciples ; after which the party 
broke up. 
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"In the evening I laiU the case of Monog Shway- 

gnong before the ehiirch, and we joyfully agreed to 

e him to communion, on his being baptized. 

"July I8th. — In the morning, the teacher again 
' made his appearance ; I again asked him whether he 
preferred being bajjlized in the day or in the evening; 
and he again left it to my decision : on which I advised 
him to watt till night. He appeared very well through , 
the day — his dcjiortment solemn — his conversatiou 
spirituut. Just at night, I called in two or three of 
ttie disciples, read the account of the baptism of the 
eunuch, made the baptismal prayer, and then pro- 
ceeded with the teacher to the accustomed place, 
■went down into the water, and baptized him. 

"On my return, I found that M;ih Men-lay, whom 
I had left with Mrs, Jndson, had gone away. As soon 
aa she saw that the teacher had actually gone to be 
baptized, she exclaimed, 'Ah! he has now gone to 
obey the command of Jesus Christ, while I remBin 
without obeying. I shall Dot be able to sleep this 
night. I mu9t go home and consult my husband, 
and return.' In the evening, we again partook of the 
Lord's gupper, in consequence of the admission of the 
teacher, and my especteil departure on the morrow. 
We liad just finished, when, about nine o'clock, Mah 
Men-lay retnrned, accompanied by the two other 
women from her village. She immediately requested 
to be baptized. The disciples present assented with- 
6ut hesitation. I told her that I rejoiced to baptize 
her, having been long satisfied that she had received 
the grace of Christ ; and, it being very late, I led her 
out to the pond, near the house, by lantern light, and 
thus baptized the tenth Burman convert, and the first 
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womati, Mah Men*-laj is fifty one years old) of taost 
extensive acquaintance through the place^ of much 
strength of mind^ decision of character> and consequent 
influence over others. She i6> indeed, among women, 
what Moimg Shway-gnong is among men. 

" On returning to the house, she said, * Now I have 
taken the oath of allegiance to Jesus Christ, and 1 have 
nothing to do but commit myself, soul and body, into 
the hands of my Lord, assured that he will never 
sufifer me to fall away.' Several of the visitors spent 
the hight at the mission-house. 

" July I9th, — In the morning we all met for worship^ 
Af^r I had prayed, Moung Thahlah and Moung Shway- 
bay both prayed, with much propriety and feeling. In 
the course of the forenoon, Mah Men-lay*s husband, 
and Moling Thah^ay, and the doctor, and several others 
bame in, so- that we had qtiite a house full. At noon 
we set out for the river, followed by near a hundred 
|[>eople, the women crying aloud, in the Burman man- 
ner, and almost iall deeply affected. When we entered 
the boat, 1 called the teacher and Mah Men-lay, and a 
few others, to go with us to the ship, which lay at 
^ome distance in the river. The rest remiaii^d on the 
wharf, bidding us fereweU, telling u^ to come back 
'soon, he. Thus we left the sholtes of Rangoon. Those 
who accompanied us to the ship, stayed an hour or 
%W6, and returned. We sitood'as long on the quarter- 
<deck, looking at them, a[s the others had stood on the 
wharf 166kitig ttt us. 

'* July Wth^-^The ship having been unable td move 
yesterday, on account of the anchor s being foul, ttie 
^ieiachet; Moung Shway-gAohg, espied the masts iW)m 
-his ¥lUage^ andcfttmeoff in a boat, widn his wife and 
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another woman. Soon after, most of the Nan-dan-' 
gong ]>eople came to ihc mission house, am) flaJing- 
that (he ship had not dropped down, came off, accom- 
panied by several of our own people. Wewere much 
gratified by this fresh proof of their attnchtnetit ; but 
the ship got under weigh immediately, and they were' 
obliged to leave ua for the last time. 

" July 'iUl. — Reached the search village, and passed 
the customary examination. 

" Jalff 22d.— Coiilinued to move down with the tide: 
At night, anchored near the Elephant, in full view of 
the sea. 

" Jati/ IGlh. — We have been obliged to wait till this 
time, on account of the threaieniiig appearance of the 
weather. This morning ventured over the bar; the 
pilot Hoon after left us, and we hnd ourselves once 
; launched into the boundless ocean. Mrs, J.'s 
<IJsorder experienced a. slight abatement about a week' 
before we embarked, in eonsefjuence of our succeeding 
in raising a very large blister on her side. This tem- 
porary relief enabled her to prepare for the voyage, 
and to get on board ship with more ease and facility 
than we had expected. Since, however, we have been 
lying at anchor, the pain has returned with as much 
violence as ever. Yesterday she was confined to her 
couch the whole day. 

I" August I8th. — Early this morning we arrived in 
Calcutta, and repaired to the house of brother Lawaon. 
"Mrs. J. appeared rather better during the voy- 
•agei hut we tear that she has obtained no essential 
benefit. 
■ " Serampore, jtugual 27(/i. — Induced by the more 
healthful climate of this place, we removed hither to- 



TO THE BCIIMAN EMPIRE. 233 

ilay, and found a. resting place in the house uf brother 
Hough, nut fur from the misaion premises. 

" Septewber Jtb. — 1 am happy to be able to state, at 
length, that Mrs. J. appears to be on the recovery, 
particularly since our removal to fSeranipore. Dr. 
Chalmers, however, who now attends her, does not 
allow her to think of returning to Rangoon for the 
present. It is, therefore, my prevaihng intention, to 
leave her under his csre, and return myself by the 
Urst opportunity. 

" Serampore, October Mlh. — At the last date, Mrs. 
Judson appeared to he on the recovery. Since that 
time, our hopes have been alternately raised and de- 
pressed. But, for a few days past, notwithstanding 
the present cool season, and the best medical advice, 
her unfavourable symptoms have been all aggravated; 
and this morning, we received in writing the definitive 
opinion of Dr. Chalmers, that her disorder is a chro- 
nic nSection of the liver, which cannot be removed 
but by a voyage to America, or at least a protracted 
stay in Bengal, under the care of aphysician^ and that 
a return to Rangoon precludes nil hope of recovery, I 
fec],therefore,under the distressing necessity of leaving 
her in Bengal, and returning alone to Rangoon by a ves- 
sel which is expected to sail by the first of next month. 

" I wish here to express our great obligation to Dr. 
Chalmers, who has frequently attended Mrs. Judson, 
though he had to cross the river from Barrackpore, for 
that purpose, and who, from regard to the cause in 
which we are engaged, declined accepting any thing 
by way of remuneration. 

" Calcutta, Ocluber S'ist. — Yesterday we took leave 
of brother Hough and family, with whom we have 
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bpent a very quiet and happy sojourn of two months; 
and came down to this city, in order to my embark- 
ation. But our views have undergone a very great* 
change, in consequence of meeCing with Dr. Mae- 
whirter, who, as well as Dr. Chalmers, is of llie fi«t 
eminence in his profession, His opinion does not in'- 
^ deed differ from tbat of Dr. C. In regard to thenatur^ 
of Mrs. J.'s disorder, or the course of medicine to be 
adhered to; but he thinks that he can give such ge- 
neral prescriptions, as will render a return to Rangoon 
Jess dangerous than we expected. Mrs. J. therefore feels 
encourngedtojoinmein taking passjige in the vessel be* 
fore mentioned, which is still to be detained a few days. 

" November SSrd. — Having taken leave of ouF dear 
and excellent friends, Mr. and Alra. Townley (mia* 
Bionaries from the London Society), with v/bota'Wi 
have bad the happiness of living several days ; M^. 
and Mrs. Lawson, anil others of the Baptist mission ; 
and Mr. Ward, a young gentleman from our own' 
country, whose attachment to ua and the cause of 
Christ, has been manifested in a series of the most 
polite attentions and substantial kindnesses ; we art 
Just embarking in tlie Salamanca, the same vessel 
which, two years ago, conveyed CoJman and Wheelocft 
to the same place to which we are now destined. 

"January 3rd, 1821. — A most tedious passage irom 
Bengal, of nearly six Weeks, occasioned by a conti^ 
sued succession of head winds and calms ; but we 
hope the protriicted voyage has been beneliciBl to Mrs; 
J.'s health. This forenoon we came in sight of th* 
Elephant Grove, so called from its fancied resemblancti 
to that animal. It marks the western limit of the 
Rangoon outlet of the A-rah-wa-tee; and the eight 
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awakened all our feelings of anxiety and desire : anx- 
iety to hear of the welfare of the little church which 
we have so long left in yonder wilderness, the progress 
of the inqilirers, and the disposition of the present go- 
vernment of the place towards the mission — desire to 
recoxtomence oiir missionary labours, to proclaim the 
blessed gospel, to feed the sheep and lambs of Christ's 
fiock. 

** January 4:th, — A pilot came on board. — ^The princi- 
pal articles of intelligence we have obtaintsd from "him 
are, that Mya-day-men is viceroy of Rangoon -, that the 
Roman Catholic priest, whose name occurs in the ac- 
count of our visit to Ava, is dead ; and that thirty thou- 
Babd troops have marched through Rangoon to the fron- 
tiers of Siam, preparatory to a war with that country. 
At night, came to anchor in ftfll sight of the towering 
summit of Shway-day-gong. 

'* January ^th. — ^As we drew near the town, we 
strained omr eyes to distinguish the countenances of 
our friends, aikiid the crowd that we saw assembled on 
the wharf. The first that we recognized was the 
teacher, Moung Shway-gnong, with his hands raised 
* to bis head, as he discerned us on the deck ; ahd^ on 
landing, we met successively with Mah Men-lay, tmd 
Moung Thahlah, and several others, men, women, and 
children, who, after our iisusd examination at the 
i^stom-ofSce, accompanied us to the mission house. 
Soon after, Moung Nau, and others, trftmd in, who 
had not, at first, heard of our arrival. In the evening, 
I took my usual seat among the disciples ^ and when 
we bowed down in prayer, the hearts of all flowed 
forth in gratitude and praise. 
' '* January 6^A.-*-In the morning we went to the go- 
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vernment-house. TLe lady of tbe viceroy received 
Mrs. J. with the familiarity of a friend. We sat some 
time conversing with her. She informed us that she 
was now Woon-gyee-giih-daii, and was allowed to 
ride in it wau ; (a vehicle carried by forty or fifty 
men ;) dignities which very few Burman ladies attain. 
While we were sitting with her, the viceroy just made 
his appearance, stalking along, as usual, with his great 
spear. He looked down upon us a moment, saying, 
'Ah! you are come;' and then passed on. But he 
speaks to no one, and does no business at present, 
being absorbed in grief, on account of intelligence 
which reached him a few days ago, of the death of 
bis favourite daughter, one of the chief queens of the 
present emperor. 

" January 70t, LotSs day. — Had worship, and admi- 
nistered the Lord's supper. Most of the disciples- 
present ; but some of them unavoidably detained) ia 
consequence of the distress which presses upon all 
ranks of people, occasioned by the expedition to Siam. 

" January IStk.—Have spent the past week in get- 
ting our things in order, and receiving visits from tbe 
disciples and inquirers. Yesterday, Moung Gway, the' 
only one of the baptized whom we had not seen, re- 
turned from the woods, on hearing of our arrival; and 
1 am now able to record (and I do it with the most 
heartfelt satisfaction and grateful praise to the pre-r 
serving Saviour), that, though they have, for the space 
of six months, been almost destitute of the means of 
grace, and those who lived in our yard have been dis- 
persed, and forced, through fear of heavy extortion 
and oppression from petty officers of government, to 
fly into the woods, or take refuge under some govern- 
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meat person who could protect them ', yet not one t)f 
them has dishonoured his profession^ but. all remidn 
finn'in their faith and attachment to the cause. I do 
not^ however, perceive that any of them have made' 
the least advance in any respect whatever 3 nor was 
this to be expected, as they have not even enjoyed the 
privilege of meeting for worship. 

** The same remarks are to be made concerning the 
four Nan-dau-gong people, companions of Mah Men- 
lay, who appeared to be hopefiilly pious before we .left. 
The doctor Oo Yan, with whom we did not feel so 
well satisfied, has^ been with me repeatedly ; and, in 
the last interview, gave good reason to hope that he 
also is a true convert. He seems at length to have 
obtained light and satisfaction on the two difficult 
points which have so long perplexed him ; namely, 
the doctrine of vicarious atonement, and the possi- 
bility of being a disciple of Christ by keeping the 
two commands of grace : Repent and Believe ; without 
perfectly keeping the two immutable commands of 
merit — Love God entirely, and Love others as your- 
self. O, how interesting is it to see (you can almost 
see it with your eyes) the light of truth dawning upon - 
a precious soul, hitherto groping in darkness ! If 
Oo Yan prove a true convert, he will be a most pre- 
cious acquisition to our cause, next to Moung Shway- 
gnong. He is a man of talents and respectability. 
His words are as smooth as oil, as sweet as honey, 
and as sharp as a razor. 

" In respect to Mah Baike, she has given way to her 
violent temper, and involved her husband in debt ) 
and though she now professes to repent and desire 
baptism^ and though we have some hope that 43he ifli 
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not destitute of grace, we feel obliged. at present to 
put her aw ay from us> as a ' wicked person.* 

" The most important event (and that relates of 
course to Moung Shway-gnong), remains to be men- 
tioned. It will be remembered that he was accused 
before the former viceroy, of being a heretic, and that 
the simple reply, ' Inquire further,' spread dismay 
among us all, and was one occasion of our visit to 
Ava. Soon after Mya-day-men assumed the govern- 
ment of this province, all the priests and officers pf 
the village where Moung Shway-gnong lives, entered 
into a conspiracy to destroy him. They held daily 
consultations,* and assumed a tone of triumph 3 while 
poor Moung Shway-gnong's courage began to flag ; 
and, though he does not like to own it, he thought be 
must fly for his life. At length, one of the conspiracy, 
a member of the supreme court, went into the pre- 
sence of the viceroy, and, in order to sound his dispo- 
sition, complained that the teacher, Moimg Shway^ 
gnong, was making every endeavour to turn the 
priest's rice-pot bottom upwards. What consequence P 
sa.id the viceroy : Let the priests turn it back again. 
This sentence was enough ; the hopes of the conspiracy 
were blasted 3. and all the disciples felt that they were 
sure pf toleration under Mya-day-men. But this 
administration will not probably continue many 
mont])s. 

*' In thre ?gurse of the week I forwarded a letter to 
Mr. Lansago (who left this place for Ava, above a 
month ago), infonning him of my return, and begging 
him to endeavour to efface the unfavourable impres- 
sion concerning us, which the late Roman Catholic 
prie^st m^de on the paind of the emperor. 
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'* January Wth. — ^Tbe Nan-dau-gong people have 
made us several visits during the week. They are 
evidently growing in knowledge and grace ; and will^ 
I hope> ere long> be ready to profess Christ in his. 
appointed way. 

*' This afternoon^ Mrs. J. went to their village, to 
fix on a spot for the erection of a small school-house. 
Mah Men-lay has, of her own accord, proposed to 
open a school in the precincts of her house, to teach 
the girls and boys of the village to read } in conse- 
quence of w)iich, the latter will not be under the ne- 
cessity of going to the Burman priests for education, 
as usu^. . When we found that she had really made a 
heg^i|ftn)Bg,. we told her that some of the Christian 
feoaales in. America would^ doubtless, defray the ex- 
penses of the undertaking, and make some compen- 
sation to the instructress. 

** On Tuesday even^ig we recommenced our usual 
Tuesday and Friday evening prayer meetings ; but 
we expect to have very few present, as most of the 
disciples who formerly lived around us are afraid to 
return, on account of the present geqeral distress, 
from which we are unable to protect theqa. 

^' January ^Xst, Lords day, — ^All the disciples but 
one, and all the hopeful inquirers, were present at 
worship ; who, together with some others, made up 
an assembly of about twenty-five adultSjt all paymg 
respectful and devout attention : the most interesting 
aaaembly, all things considered, that 1 have seen yet. 
How impossible it seemed, two years ago, that such a 
precious* assembly could ever be raised up out of the 
Egyptian darkness, the atheistic superstition of this 
heathen land ! After worship, two of the Naa-d^- 
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gong people hnd some particular conversation with 
Moung Thahlah, about baptism. Much encouraged 
by the general appearance of things this day. Why 
art thou ever cast down, O my soul ! ^nd why art 
theu disquieted within me ? Hope thoii in God : the 
God of the Burmans, as well as David's God : for "I 
s^all yet praise him for the help of his countenance/ 
revealed in the salvation of thousands of these immoN 
tal souls! ^ 

** January 24/ft. — Received a visit froni Moung Yah/ 
the man whom> some years ago, I designated as the' 
first Inquirer, His deportment and conversation were* 
not, indeed, so modest and encouraging as foriherly''^ 
but yet the burden of his request was still, * more* of 
the writings of Jesus Christ.' After his former Visit, 
he was appointed to the government of a place at" 
some distance ; but he is now in the situation of jafl'>'' 
tice of peace, under the present viceroy, and is much 
occupied in business. It was under this man that some ' 
of the disciples, who formerly lived in our j^rd, took 
refuge during our Absence 5 and they still continue to^ 
adhere to him. He professes to love the religioii o?- 
Christ i but I fear that he has very indistinct ideat, 
and that his mind is diverted by the cares of businefss, 
from a due attention to the one thing needful. 

" January 25fA.Tr-Received a visit from a young 
priest and a novieiate, who reside in a neighbouring 
kyoung (a house inhabited by priests). They stayed '' 
with me above an hour, and paid more candid atten- 
tion to Divine truth than I have ever been able to- 
obtain from any gentlemen of the (yellow) cloth. On 
pressing the question, whether they did not sometimes 
doubt th^ correctness of their religion } they confessed 
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hi the affirmative^ and finally condescended to accept 
a tract ; but it will be torn to pieces y soon as it 
reaches the bands of their superiors. 

** January Slst — ^Received a visit from the teacher^ 
Oo Oang-det, of the village of Kambet. He has dis- 
seminated the semi-atbeittic doctrine for several years, 
and formed a small party among his neighbours, who 
pay no respect to the priests and the religion of Gau- 
dama. We bad a most interesting conversation of 
about two hours, in the presence of a large company, 
most of whom came with him. He successively gave 
up every point that he attempted to maintain, and 
qipeared to* lay open his mind to the grand truths of 
aa eternal Ood, eternal happiness, &c. Moung Shway- 
gnong seconded me> and discoursed in a truly impres- 
sive manner, until the attention of the old man was so 
completely fixed, that his friends with difficidty per-, 
snaded him to take leave. 

1* February 4th. — Oo Oung-det repeated/ bis visit. 
He acknowledges himself convinced <^ the existence 
ai an eternal God, and appeani to be desirous of 
knowing the whole truth ; but .business prevented his 
staying long. 

" February l*ith, — Had a long conversation with Oo 
Oung-det, in which I at length endeavpured to unfold 
to his view the whole mystery of the gospel* the way 
of salvation through the atonement of the Son of God, 
to which our previous conversations have been little 
more than preparatory. But his proud heart evidently 
repdlled the humiliating doctrine. So true it is that 
the cross of Christ is the sure touchstone of the human 
heart. ' His nephew, however, Moung Oung-hmat, 
listened with the air of an awakened man. During a 

M 
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■ temporary auapensc of conversation, I wm much gra- 
iiiied by hearing him whi-iper to his uncle, ' Ask bim 
'inort; about Jesus Christ,' He received a forei of 
■prayer with eagerness, ami listeneil to my paitiag in- 
struction with some feeling, 

'* FebraaT^ 16th. — Monng Ing has returned. He ia 
trie second Biirman whose heart was touched by 
Divine grace. We rejoiced to see his face agnin, not- 
withstanding his rough and unprepossessing appear- 
* ance, occasioned by the hariishipa through which he 
.''has passed since he left us. On his orrival at Bike, a 
'town far below Rangoon, he sbcwed his copy of St. 
Matthew to the Roman Catholic priest stationed then, 
who directly committed it to the flames; and gnre> 
mst«ad of it, a writing of his own device. But, 
through Divine grace, our poor friend retained his. 
integrity, and remained steadfast in the sentiments 
Vrhich he formerly embraced. 

" Febraary \9th. — Spent several pleasant hours with 
Moung Ing. During his residence at Bike he was not 
satisfied with being a solitary disciple, but undertook 
to dispute with both Portuguese and Burmans ; and 
found two or three who were disposed to listen to him. 
He is to return tbrther tvithin a fortnight : but wishes 
lo be baptized previously. 

" Februari/ Wlh. — This is the second evening in 
which Mrs. J. and myself have had au interview with 
the viceroy and his lady in their inner apartment. Her 
highness gave us some very encouraging hints on the 
subject of religious toleration; and promised to in- 
troduce us to the emperor, on his visiting Rangoon 
next fall, in prosecution of the war with Siam. 

Februari/ 'iHih, Lord's day. — Moung Ing pre9ente«) 
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•hiiitp6tition §or ba|»tiaiii and ndnussioQ ioto the church 5 
and {S^ennbesitatiiigly agreed to grant bis request next 
;Load'a day.. Not one of the disciples has given more 
decided evidence of beUdg a sincere and hearty believer 
n the Lord Jesus. 

'f*)MarehAiht Iiord*<iday.''-*-Moung Ing received bap- 
.tism immediately after worship in the afternoon. 
Si^rreeal of the hopeful inquirers witnessed the admi* 
iH^tration. 

:. ^ M^osch 11^> Lord's day, — ^We partook of the Lord's 
supper in the evening ; pursuant to a resolution of the 
dmrcht to celebrate this ordinance on the second Sun- 
day. .fl£ter the change of the mopn^ in order to avail 
amvelves^ uniformly^ of light evenings. 
. ::.'^* After the ordinance,. Moung Ing immediately took 
kaye, for the purpose of returning to Bike. He is 
ladea-with various writings, in Bunnan and Portu- 
guese, for distribution among the people of that place.*' 

■ I remain, my dear Sir, 

Very affectionately and respectfully 

A. M. J. 



LETTER Xm. 

Baltimore, February, 1823. 
UY X>£Aa SIR, 

FaoM the preceding letters, you will learn much.of the 
.dHvracter, and perceive the evidences of real conver- 
sion, exhibited by those who made a public profession 

M religion. 
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From the strength of intellect niaeifeateil by several 
; interesting chnrnclera, in the foUoiving journal otMr, 
I Judson, you will, I iloubt not, form a high idea of 
I ^the natural capacity of the Burmans r 

• jtprit 2f.(ft, 1S21. — Some time previous to the Inst " 
t dnte, I resolved on opening the Zay^t, and residing 
[ ftere as formerly ; hut soon relinquished the intention 
a consequence of engaging Moung Shway- 
I enong' to assist nie in a thorough revision of those 
I .parts of the New Testament which are translated, but 
I jiot yet printed ; namely, the epistle to the Epiiesiaps, 
I And the first part of the Acts. We have, at length, 
1 pnished the revision ; and I this day recommence pc- 
I ifupying the Zayat. 

". May itk. — Several days have passed, without any 
I discouraging occurrence. The Znyat never attracted 
I less Gouipimy, and I began to fear that the good old 
I ^mea of 1819 would never again return. A case, 
I ioweveV, has just occurred, which reminds me of 
' ,liose times. I never before met with an instance of 

Buch openness of mind, 
I jtnith, on first 
1 .jteed Boodhist, without thi 
u ; and yet, strange 
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;d readiness to 

The man is a regular- 
least tincture of semi- 
say, he listened to the 



l^truth with unprecedented candour, and apparent eager- 
), for above two hours. I am sure I shall see him 
■|Bgain — hut yet, what have I found more fallacioua 
T 'than first appearances ? 

' May Mh. — Mr, Lanaago arrived from Ava last 

Ljnight. 1 have just had an interview with him. On 

r receiving my letter, he mentioned us before the em- 

eror, who remembered that we were ' Zandees.' Mr. 

J, contradicted the aspersion ; said we were true men, 

I'gtc. i to which his majesty made uo reply. 



H6 "tSe ByjiMiiN ERJIpi^ 

"Mr. Ignatius, ihe principal lioman Catholic priest 
in Rangoon, is going to Ava, by order of the emperor, 
to take tbe pinue of tbe old priest, in the medical line. 
Mr. L. thinks that the emperor will not come down to 
Rangoon, and that the Siamese wtir will not be con- 
tinued. 

" May 6tk, Lord'i day. — From various causes, there 
were only three of the baptized present at worship, 
and yet we had an assembly of above twenty adults, 
in all the various stages of religious inquiry ; some 
almost ready to profess religion, and some just begin* 
ning to open their eyes to the wonders of redeeming 
love. Among tbe rest were two aged men, devout 
worshippers of Gaudama, and constant attendants on 
the lectures of the Mangen teacher. They lis(ened 
with fixed attention to a long discourse, from the 
pEtrable of the pharisce and publican ; and one of them 
declared himself pleased with tbe doctrine. There 
was also present, fur tbe first tinie, a relation of Moung 
Shway-bay, from the upper part of the country, who 
has received considerable information from his cousin. 
He was so much delighted with some things which he 
beard, that, in tbe midst of tbe discourse, be broke 
out into audible expressions of approbation. 

"May \'ilh, Sutiirday, — Have had several attentive 
listeners during the past week. Some of my old 
visitors from Kanibet, and other vilkges, begin to find 
that the doors of the Zayat are again open. 

" May I4th. — A succession of company through the 
iky. A priest of some note listened with much ap- 
parent candour, and some evpressiODS of approval, 

" May I5th. — Despatched the manuscript of Eplie 
uans, and tbe first part of tbe Acts, to Serampore 
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requesting brother Hough to procure an edition of six 
hundred of each, at tlie expeiiae of the Board, 

" At night, received a visit fromMoung Gway, bro* 
tber-in-lflW to Moung' Shway-bay. He waa accom-' 
panied by one Moiiiig Thah-ee, an intractable, furioiw 
creature, noted for brow -ben ting and silencing every'' 
■ntagonist. He professes to be a strict Boodhist, 
without the least doubt on the subject of religion;' ■ 
iMit having heard of my object in coming to this' 
eoiintry, wishes to give me an opportunity of making 
Mm doubt. I found him entrt^niely difGcult to manage', 
and finally told him, that he must get a humble miiid, 
ond pray to the true tiod, or he would never attain 
true wisdom. This threw bim into a passion. He 
saidttie would have me to know that he was no com*' 
Hoon man. He could dispute with governors and' 
' kings, &C. I then gave him n tract, which he affected 
In disdain, but finally received, and went away, 

" May I6th. — Moung Gway called to apologize tot' 

his companion's conduct. He said, that from being 

ri ways victorious in disputation, he had become ineo'^ 

I lent and overbearing ; but thai he was really inquiring 

I after the truth, and had been reading the tract attend 

tively. Moung Gway himseiC seems to be &voarabljr 

i iHspoeed to the Christian religion. 

' May 1 T'fA, — Moung Thah-ee spent the whole even- 
I Ing with me. I find that he-has a strong mind, citpa* 
I ble of grasping the most diflicult subject. He llsteari 
I to the truth with much more attention and patieace 
! than at first. 

" May 181ft, — Moung Thah-ee came again, accom- 
I jianicd by several of his admirers. At first he behaved 
L ivitb, some propriety, and allowed convenatioa to pre* 
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cced.iii«:Begttlar oxanoer. But soon he descended into 
iufl own native .element, and atormed and raged. 
Wkan X found tluiC he would be utterly unreasonable, 
aodaot pcroiit me even to finish a sentence, I remain-^ 
ad i9«At, and auffiered him to display himself. When 
faftwa» quite exhausted, I took an opportunity to 
eilubit:.a.brief view of the reasons Vhich convinced 
IM that .the religion of Gaudama was false, and the 
Boodbiat Scriptures fictitious.;, and then challenged 
hiai ia refute my statement. But he decUned, saying 
thfift wo .Were both tired, and he would finish the debate 
flwone other, time. 

. '^ Miaif.i9th.^A succession of company all the day. 
A(< nigii^ ■ Moung Thah-ee came alone, intending to 
hnrci' some private conversation ; but no opportmaity 
oSered.. , ^ 

! /' Maff.%Othf LordCs day, — ^Encountered another new 
duuBBcter^ one Moung Long, from the neighbourhood 
Ofi-^wayndoung, a disciple, of the great Xoung-dwen 
tquber^j the acknowledged head of all the semi- 
JUbei^^ 10.. the country. Like the rest of the sect^ 
H^BWDigXiODgis^ in reality, a complete sceptk:, scarcely 
hlHiiliifl his fSiWB Existence. They say he is always 
flpumiiag^ with his wife, on some metaphysical point. 
Soriostance: if she says, 'The rice is ready;' he will 
Cl|iljy i^Aice !. What. is rice? Is it matter, or spirit? 
b. it' ail idea, or. is it nonentity;* Perhaps she will 
mf^ Mil is:znaitter;' and he will reply,. ' Well, wife, 
|ii|||.jrbat is matter } Are you sure them is such & 
tUn^in existeiioe, or oie you merely subject to a dch 
l^poarof 'IIk senses Y 

s^*l'^'>Whe»he fir^ffe came in, I tbooglit him aa ordinary 
mjiO'ilfa jwa only one. .good, eye f bui 1 aoon diie^ 
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,{DOverecl, that tbat one eye has as ' great a quantity uf 
, being,' -as half a (tozeo comuion eyes. In bis manners 
lie is juBt the reverse of Moung Thah-ee — alt suavity 
And hrimility, and respect. He professed to be an ia- 
quirer after the truth ; and I accordingly opened (o 
bim some pnrts of the gospel. He listened nith great 
Seriousness ; and, when I ceased speaking, remained 
so thoughtful, and apparently ioipresseil with ibe 
truth, that I began to hope he would come to 
.Bome good, and therefore invited him to ask some 
question relative to what he had heard. ' Your aer- 
ivant,' said he, ' has aot much to inquire of your' 
Jordship, In your lordship's sacred speech, however, 
, there are one or two words which your servant dues 
■ffloL understand. Your lordship says, that in the be- 
giming God created one man and one woman. I tlo 
-not understand (1 beg your lordship's jiardon) what a 
man is, and why he is called a man.' My eyes were 
now opened, in an instant, lo bis real character; and 
■J had the happiness to be enabled, for abotit tweutj' 
.minntes, to lay blov.* after blow upon his sceptical 
head, with such effect, that he kept falling and fall- 
ing ; and though he made several desperate efforu 
to get up, he found himself at Inst prostrate on the 
ground, unable to stir. Moung Shwsy-gnong, who 
had been an attentive listener, was extremely de- 
iligbted to see his enemy so well punished ; for this 
, iMouag Long bad sorely harassed him in time past. 
The poor man was not, however, in the least angry 
^t his discomtiture ; but, in the true spirit of his 
school, said, that though he had heard much of me, 
the reality fur exceeded the report. Afterwarda he 
;}oined iia in worship, and listened with great attention , 
as did also his wife. 
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** JCay-91fl.-^Moiii)g Thah-ee came again, with 
ievenl others ; but he was sa outrageons, and vulgar, 
«iid ftbasiyej that I found it impossible to hold anj 
iatioiial cmiversatiou with him 5 and he finally went 
«iv«]^iii.a great passion, saying, that he had be6n sent 
Iq^'iomc men in authority to spy us out, and that by 
So-merrow he would bring us into trouble. Such 
Sbreateaings tend to sink our spirits, and make us 
•MMlifle our truly helpless, destitute condition, as sheep 
Itt Hk -mf dflt of wolves : ' Lord, behold their threateiir 

HHRBj ~StC« 

f*? 'f Mag 97th, Lords day. — A very busy day. Had 
HHtacAf dismissed the few Europeans, who attend 
Ihgliih wotahip in the morning, when the Barman 
UtitoM' began to come in; and though numy o£ the 
iitiatiples -were absent, we finally had an assembly of 
tilfertf pcraoDS, who paid most earnest and uninter- 
^hmKed 6(tteiition to a discourse of about half an hour, 
0MI tfie'ftext, — ' By one man's disobedience many were 
itede siaiiers.* A few, who visited the Zayat during 
^tto'lpait week, were present for the first time. One 
liff Uiem, by name Moung Hlay, may be named among 
^#t4K>pefiil inquirers. Moung Long was again pre- 
^Mtotiand another disciple of the Toung-dwen t^aeher, 
itJF^qpial powers of mind; but these keen meta- 
4lyiidftiis are; I fear, far from the kingdom of heaven. 
'^}^^^'jjune 3rd, Lords day.-^A new acquaintance of last 
HnibA, of Siamese extraction, and Moung Hlay, and 
ffctttg-Long, were present with the usnid assembly. 
liak' MyBl4ay, sister of Mah Men-lay, appears to be 
■tttolved, at length, to profess religion. 
?^ tf Jmiw 4f A.— -Moung Long spent two or three hours 
'»t^Ml|b^ IB which I endeavoured to lay before him aU 
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I 'the evidences of the truth of the Christian r«ligron. 
I His wife proves to be as shatp as himself, and has been 
I fenrrassing Mrs. J, with all sorts of questions about the 
f ftoeeibility of sin's iindiag entrance into a pure mind, 
I dr of its being permitted under the government of a 
I Itoly sovereign, 

I t "I have this dsy taken Moun^ Shway-bay Into the 
r iMrvice of llie mission. He bids fiirer than any oiDet- 
f Kember of the church to be ([Uolified, in due time, for 
I 4be ministry : tor though inferior to Moung ThaMldl 
I in fluency of speech, and to Moung Shway-gnong i* 
I ^nius and address, he is superior to tiie former in 
I Consistency of character, and gravity of deportment, 
I and to the latter in experimental acquaintance witti 
L I>ivj;ie things, and devotedness to the cause. But the 
I Jjtrincipnt trait of character whicli distinguishes bim 
I Aom the rest, and nETords considerable evidence that 
I he is called by higher authority than that of man ta 
i *he Christian ministry, is his humhle ami perievermg 
r (desire for th^it ofhce — a desire which sprung up in his 
I faeart soon after his conversion, and has been growing 
ever since. I intend to employ him, at present, as an 
[ Asi.itant in the Zayat, on a small allowance of sereB 
I <6r eiglit rupees a month, which I hope the Botud wiH 
I spjn'o.e of. In that situation, he will have an oppor^ 
I t>iiiiily of improving in those qualifications which are 
I Vequisite to fit him to be a teacher of religion among 
I his fellow-countrymen. 

I " Jane Sth. — The Siamese spent several hours wWl 
I ane. His mind is jast on the poise between fioodUsia 
I and Christianity. 

I " June loth, Lorii a day.— -Moung Long agatn pre- 
L lent — bU eye i)nd ear. Mrs. J, proHOUaoes Us wiA 



the most euperior woman. In point of intellect, thnt 
she has met with in fiormah. 

" After evening worship, Mah Myat-Iay presented her 
petition for admission into the church.whieh was grant- 
ed, and next Sunday appointud for her baptism. The 
evideoccs of her pietj are of the most sntislactory kind. 
We esteem her quite as highly as her sister M^i-Meii' 
lay, though she is far inferior in external qualiHcations, 

" Jfine l\lh. — Moung Long and his wife spent most 
of the day with us. Their minds are in a truly hope- 
ful state, though still greatly governed by the maxims 
of the Toung-dwen school. Their main enquiry to-day 
was — How they could obtain fiiith in Christ? Hay 
the Holy Spirit solve their difficulties, by gi*ing them 
an experimental acquniDlance with that saving grace I 

" June \4lh. — An intimate friend of the Woon-gyee- 
gafa-dau tuld Mrs. J, to-day, in the presence of her 
higbness, who, by silence, assented to the correct- 
ness of the remark, that when the emperor, and others 
in government, said that all might belieye and worship 
as they pleased, the toleration extended merely to 
foreigners resident in the empire, and by no means to 
native Hurmans, who, being slates of the emperor, 
wenld Dot be allowed, with impunity, to renounce the 
religion of their master. This remark accords with 
all that we heard at Ava, and may be depended on 
(notwithstanding some private encouragement we 
have received from the viceroy and his wife), as afford- 
ing a correct view of the state of religious toleration 
in this country. It is a fact, that, except in our own 
private circle, it is not known that a single individual 
has actually renounced Boodhism, and been initiated 
iUo the Christian religion, 
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" Mah-Mynt-lay informs us, that the news of her 

intended baptiem has been rumoured among her 

, iteig'hbours, and excited n great uproar. She is nut, 

1 however, disheartened ; but rather wishes that ber 

I baptisni may not be deferred until Sunday, lest some 

measures be taken to prevent it. 1 expect that 6fae 

I will present herself for baptism to-morrow evenini^. 

, , "June 15th. — According to the purpose mentiooed 

under the last date, Mah Myat-lay received baptism, 

, about sun-set, at (be usual place. 

" JuijSrd.—MoungThahlahwasmarried toa woman 
I resident in uur yard, a usual attendant on public wor- 
[ ^hip ; the event aomewhat^noticeuble, as being- probably 
[ the first Christian marriage ever performed between 
[ persons of pure Uurman extraction. 

••Jaly I4th.—rhe first day of Burman Lent. The 

V^oon-gyee-gah-dau, notwithstanding all she has 

beard from Mrs. J., set out, most zealously, in her 

fuiurse of religious performances ; and the whole 

I town seems to be following her. example. 

" Many cases of hopeful inquiry, and interesting 
religious conversation, have occurred within the last 
I month ; but they passed away without much ii|>parent 
I fruit, and are, therefore, not worthy of notice. Monng 
[ Long and his wife are the most promising at present ; 
L and I begin to indulge some slight hope, that they 
I ' will obtain Divine grace. 

I ' ''In the interval of receiving company, I have 
I lately been employed in translating; have finished 
the Gospel and Epistles of St. John, those exquisitely 
sweet and precious portions of the New Testament, 
and am now employed on the latter part of the Acts. 
I find Moung Shway-bay a most valuable assistant, in 
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kH parts of miasinnary work. Moung Shway-gnong 
fkbo begins ' to be dissaiislied with being a mere dis- 
ciple, and hopes that he shall some tlnic be thought 
worthy of being a teacher of the Christian religion,' 
These two, with Muh-Men-lay, are, at present, the 
ftower of our little church. I have no reason, how- 
ever, to compkin of the conduct of any, considering 
the great diaad vantages under which they all labour. 
Some have grown eomparntively cold ; but none have 
forgotten their first love, Praise for ever be to Hini, 

" Who ia faitliful to Lis promises, 
' ' And fnilbful to his Son ! '' 

f^,",AugU3t 4('k — Am just recovering from the second 

'fit' of sickness which 1 have had this season. The 
first was the cholera morbus ; the present has been a 

.fc^er. The second day after I was taken, Mrs. J, was 
seized with the same disorder j and, for several days, 

^e were unable to help one another. Through Divine 
mercy, however, we contrived tu get our medicines 

.fropi.tirae to time, and are now in a convalescent 
State, so far as the fever is concerned. Mrs, J., how- 
ever, is suffering severely under the liver complaint, 
which, notwithstanding continual salivations, is mak- 
ing such rapid and alarming advances, as to preclude 

.all hope of her recovery, in this port of the world, 

" August 6tk. — Came to a 6nal conclusion to send 
J^cs, Judsoa to America, for the reasons assigned in a 

fetter to the corresonding Secretary, accompanying 
ij^oomber. 

"August 2lst. — Mrs. J. embarked for Bengal." ^ 



In 






rSir, 



Very affectionately and resjiectfiiJly. 
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LETTER XIV. 

W^uJiington, March, 1S23, 

.' Thus far had ibe oiiesion proceeded, when loss o£ 
liealth forced me from Raogoon, and ail the intereEtigg 
.scenes which I had so lung witnessed, 'i'hose only 
who have been through a variety of toil and prn-&ttoi:^ 
jU> obtain a darling object, can realize hovv entinely 
every fibre of the heart adheres lo that object, when 
secured. Had we encountered no difEculti.es, and 
luffered no privations in our attempts to form a chuich 
of Christ, under the government of a heathen despot, 
we should have been wanuly attached to the in- 
'dividuals composing it, but should not have felt that 



tender solicit uili 
present case, we experit 
BangooR, from havii 
much of the faithfulnei 
liad been exhibited — frc 



affection, which, in ti 



ced. 



J been the theatre in which So 
;, power, and mercy of God 
n having been considered, for 
ten years past, as my home for life — and from a thou- 
sand interesting associations of ideas, had become the 
dearest spot on earth. Hence you will readily imagine 
tlukt no ordinary consideration could have Induced my 
I departure. With the providential and merciful cir- 
cnmstances attending my voyage to England, and 
with all that transpired, during my residence under 
yoirr hospitable roof, you are well acquainted, I 
hasten, therefore, to communicate the intelligoice, 
which, from time to time, has been received from- the 
mission in Rangoon, since my departure. 

iJoon after the last date in Mr. Judaoa's journali 
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another attempt, with greater probability of success, 
was made to destroy "the teacher, Moung Shway- 
gnong. The chief of his village, in connexion with 
sereral priests, drew up, and presented, a document 
to the viceroy, in which Moung Shway-gnong wais ac* 
enaedl of baring embraced sentiments, which aimed at 
the destruction of the Boodhist religion, and preju* 
dietal to the existing authorities. The viceroy replied, 
that if their assertions were true, Moung Sway-gnong 
WM deserving of death. The teacher and his fViendb 
had closely watched the proceedings of the accusers, 
and took measures accordingly ; and, as soon as he 
aMertamed that the viceroy uttered an encouraging 
wiord td his persecutors, be procured a boat, embarked 
hte Aunily, secretly fled to the mission-house, to dis« 
dMe to Mr. Judson his situation, and, after furnishing 
Ultiself with tracts and portions of Scripture, pro- 
ceeded up the river to Shway-doung, a town about a 
hhndred miles from Rangoon. From the last ac- 
counts, he was busily employed in disseminating h\b 
heretical sentiinents, and had excited much commo- 
tion among the inhabitants of that pkK:e. Thus it 
WAS, as in the days of the apostles, when the disciples 
at Christ were persecuted, ^ they that were scattered 
tfnrdad went everywhere preaching the word.** Moung 
Sttway^'gnong's easy and rapid escape, may appear 
lAttosi incredible to one accustomed to a well-tegu- 
tefed police, in civilized countries. But not so, when 
it is known that government officers in Burmah take 
eoj^idfeance of those cases only, under their immediate 
iSdMfol ', that there is nothing throughout the empir^ 
Iflce a public newspaper, in which the delibquetitinay 
hip^o-dtecribed aa to ooca^midetectioft j liiid thiit the 
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t at Omv^BBg n in baste : 
e tt d liMia oa Ifae rirer. 




I itorMp M ptintdf m poeafble, while tte htter 
r lltnost entirely wkbdiew. Hr. Saiaon was oUigtd la 
I ybat up Ac Zayat altogether, and ooaifiDe his rvIipoO! 

Ssti^ctioas to those who oecastoa&U3r called « iht 
iBSion'faoUEe. Yon wQl recoHect, my dear Sir, flat 
1 llr. J., at this time, wxs entirely alonc; not an inA- 
r Nidiuil to ^re him &n eDCooragiiig- word, dada 
I fisting circumstances it would not have exaled nir- 
I twiw to find that he was occBsknudly dejected aad 
f deiireBsed. But, at this period, his mind was pir> 
I llcularly impressed with the importance of completing 
[ the tnuidation of the New Testament, and he resolnd 
[to engage immediately in this great work, and WUE 
1 Uic farlher opcnioga of Providence, In regMi 10 

breucljing. 
L ' An citroct from a letter written by Mr. J. at Mt 
I Idnie, exhibits his reasons for this course : 

" Yefiterday, feeling myself wholly at a lo59, I com- ' 
initted myself to tfae guidance of the Lord Jesus, wHh 
le uncommon feelings of faitb ; and soon after, my 
bind became more settled on pursuing the translatioitt, 
I being tiie must honourable to God, the most heae- 
niy own soul, and the most conducive to the 
1 interest of the mission, 

" November Srd. — ^The mission sustained a heavy low 
1 the death of Moung Thahlah, the second convert. 
a ft state of perfect health, he was uttacked with the 
olem, and expired in less than nineteen hours. Hr. 
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J.adsoa was not apprized of his illness, until he be- 
came insensible ; consequently, the state of his mind, 
id that trying hour, was unknown ; but, from the 
evidence previously given, there is no doubt that his 
glad spirit found itself in the presence of the Saviour, 
on its emancipation from the body. The death of 
Hoaag Thahlah was more severely felt, as be was one 
of the few Burmans in the habit of leading in social 
pmyer. In this exercise, he very much excelled ; fre- 
quently expressing ideas apt and spiritual, clothed 
in the most appropriate and edifying language. He 
was a young man of hnc talents, superior education. 
Bod Lad a peculiarly interesting mode of communi- 
cating religious truths. But our hopes of his future 
usefulness were early blasted by his premature and 
sudden death, and we could only say in this, as in 
many other cases, ' Verily thou art a God that hideth 
thyself,' &c." 

I will now, my dear Sir, close this series of letters, 
with Mr. Judsoii's last journal, received only a few 
days since, just in time for me to communicate the 
latest intelligence. From this journal, you will per- 
ceive what reason we htive for rejoicing and encou- 
n^enaent, and what renewed motives are presented 
for future trust and confidence in God. Surely Bur- 
aabi with other heathen nations, will shortly become 
u^ject to the moral government of our Lord and Sa- 
xiour Jesus Christ 1 

" December 9th, 1821, Lor(fi day. — I begin to hope 
that. one more Burman has felt the vivifying infLuence 
ef Divine truth. Me is an old acquaintance of 
Uoui^ lug ; and received from him his first serious 
i^ressioQS. He has visited me several times ; 
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it was not till lo-tluy thut he expressed bis 'dete^-- 
mimtion to worship the eternal God all his life long.'. 
He is a mat) in low life, huj no family, aud his nanie^ 
is Moung Thah. 

" Moung Yo, one of the semi-atheists of t^htsooBOp- 
doiing, formerly a disciple of Shway-^nong, has re>> 
commenced visiting me, accompanied by one Moung' 
IBo, of vM-y similar character, lately returned from 
Martaban. They are both men of sterling sense. Bad . 
Considerable learning, and have almost renounced 
Boodhism in all its forms ; for I begin to 6nd that tht 
■emi-atheism, which 1 have sometimes meotioned, iSi 
nothing but a refined Boodhisui, having its fuundatioK: 
in the Boodhist scriptures. 

" Decembtr lltk. — Received a note from Dr. Pricc^i 
communicating the animating intelligence of hi& arvr 
rival off the mouth of the river. 

" December 13th. — Eiijojed the great satisfaction of' 
welcoming brother nnd sister Price at the place of land^i 
ing, and of conducting them to the mission house^ '' 

" Janaary IQth, 1832. — Another season of rejoicing' ; 
occasioned by the arrival of brother Hough aud hiki 
ftmilr. 

' " March lith.- — Have had nothing to notice latclyi 
except the ]irogress of the transhition. Daring a few' 
months past, 1 have liaished St. Matthew (a new trms*' 
tation), St. Marie, an<l St. Luke, and this day pass inUti 
Bomans, the intermediate books being previously dan*^ 

"June 30(A. — Am just recovering from severe Uliieas;. 
A few weeks ago, I was taken with a fever, sligfat «! 
first, but daily incfeasing in violence, nntil the event 
became very dubious. On recovering from the effects 
of the fever, and just resuming the translation, 1 WM 
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snddeDly seized with the cholera morbus, though that 
rhseaae is doI now prevalent in the place ; aiicl several 
hours at suffering elapseil, before medicine took effect. 
This, with the quantity of opium and inudaaum ttdmi- 
Tiist«rfld, deprived me of the little remaining streDgtb 
which the Fever left me, and I um now scarcely able 
to bold a pen. It ia sin^lar that laat rainy senson 1 
wna subject to these same diseases, though mdiffereid 
order ; and I ascribe it to the ascendFincy trfiich the 
dimate of Rangoon is obtftining over my constitution. 
If it lie Ibe will of God, J feel desirous of living ta 
finish the New Testament in Hurman : a work which 
must othnrwise he suspended for some time. 

" July 14, LoTii'n day. — For aevenil months past i 
hnre been so engrossed in the translntiun, that I have 
not solicited company so much as formerly, nor found 
time to mention the noticeable events of a missionary 
nnture, that have occasiiimtlly transpired, especially as 
they' have passed away without much permanent result. 
Within a few weeks, however, there have been several 
circumBtanccs of such an encouraging kind, as induces 
rae to mention them in connexion, ilie tirst that 
excited our attention was the case of Men-oo a blind 
^1, resident in our yard, luider th« medical care of 
brother Price. She recei^'ed her first ideas of religion 
from Moung Shway-bay, and after attending evening 
worship a few times, appeared to have her heart 
opened to Divine truth. About the same time; 
Moung Myat-lah received some new excitement, that 
induced him and his neighbour, Mouug Thah-Ay, to 
rscommence attending public worship, which they 
have not done since Moung Shway-gnong's persecution 
and flight. They nre both, we hope, true Christians, 
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but have uot yet obtuined suflicient light and courage 
to profess religion. The case of May Mee is some -' 
what similar. She is an old woman — a disciple of 
Muung Shway-gnong — formerly acquainted with 
Mrs, J., but apparently unsusceptible of any impress 
siong. It 16 now two or three months since she com* 
uenced visiting us, and listening with uncoannon 
attention lo religious converation. At lenih she be^B 
to attend public worship regularly; and, during the 
last interview, she manifested tnue)( of that deep 
fiolemaity, which has uniformly characterized Iht 
newly converted. Last in order, but not least in' 
interest, is the case of Mah Doke. She is a relation 
and inmate of the Nan-dau-gong sisters, and hier 
name sometimes occurs in the journal about two years 
ago, in connesion with theirs. She was once equally 
forward with Mah Myat-luy ; but subsequently lo«t 
her impressions, and remained quite stupid, till withiD 
a few weeks, during which time she has been mort 
frequent in her visits, and more serious and attentive, 
Last Sunday she requested baptism j and to-day she 
has undergone a particular examination, to the greet'!' 
satisfaction of us all. Add to these circumstancest {{{ 
that Moung Sbway-gnong has lately returned frota tU j 
interior, on a visit, and concluded to stay a while wiUl 
us purtly as teacher to brother Price. He wM' 
evidently grown in religious experience ; hie conver* 
aation is mure spiritual, and he seems more attacfaed 
than ever to us and the cause. ' ' . 

"July 15. — Received a visit from Pah Kyah, oQ 
old disciple of Moung Shway-gnong. Mis father wai 
an adherent of the celebrated Kolan, who suffi 
under the last king for semi-atheism. This man 
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been an aati-boodhist all hift^ life : but havibg, from 
long o]^;K>8ttion to aUaronnd him^ become ioYeteratdy 
fttached to hia peculiar sentiments, seamed to be the 
hst person to consider and embrace a new religion. 
lb. obtained some ideas of God from Moung Shway* 
gaoDg,:bat not sufficient to induce him to visit us 
before to*day« Our conversation related chiefly to the 
Ipiw of Qod, and the nature and evil of sin, points oh 
nliich he was entirely ignorant He professed to 
believe apd' acquiesce. in what he heard; but I fear 
m^HBi bis feelings are at variance with his profeesionsr. 
.. " Juhf 201^.— -My hopes of finishing the New Tes- ' 
l^ent without interruption, all blasted, by the arrival 
0{: an order from the king, summoning brother Price 
tQ.Ava> on account of his medical skill. I must of 
eourse accompany him, and endeavour to take advan* 
tage of the circumstance, to gain some footing in the 
capital and .the palace. But it is most repugnant to 
ny .feelings to leave my present pursuits and prospects 
ia Rangoon* May the Lord direct ! 
. */July 21</, Lord's d<iy . •— Another visit from Pah 
Syah. . He has meditated deeply on what he heard at 
thalast interview; and though his first appearanc^e 
ms xbugh and forbidding, he drinks in Divine truth, 
and yielda to its soul-subduing power. 
.,.// A larger assembly this day than usual, consisting 
of abQve thirty persons. After worship, Mah Ddke 
^[^f ILpproved by the church, and baptized. In -the 
evening, had a particular conversation with Men-oo, 
the blind girl> and rejoiced to learn the extent of her 
religious knowledge ; and still more, to discover some 
evidences of a work of grace.* 
, .f JmI^ ^th. — Pah . Kyah eame again, accompanied 
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by his sister, Mah Thah-oo, who, 1 am tok), has been 
rcailiiig ttie tract, day nnd ni^ht, nnd came prepared 
to believe ilII she sliould hear. A most intereitin^ 
forenoon with tbese people and several others. 

" Jidg 27th. — May Zoo at length claims to be mea- 

tioned — an old pharisaicnl woman, who formerly at- 

teoiled the Zaynt, for no other purpose, apparently, 

but to mnke o display of her wisdom. Sbe had latefy 

become more quiet and humble, but with so much of 

Ihe old leaven renmintng, tliiit I hart no hope of her. 

To-day, however, she informs me, ihni three Sundays 

ago, the truth entered her mind, and that she lay all Ibe 

' ensuing night without sleep, meditatingon the wondrous 

chanicterof God, and the strange things she had heanJ, 

I " July ISih, Lord' » day. — All the new iMi|uirers,Bbove- 

TWentioned, have been with me some part of the day. 

Mab Doke, the last baptized, begins to take an actipe 

^rt in conversation, and appears to great advantage. 

She came accompanied by her friend, Mah Ing, a very 

infrequent visitor, on account of the opposition of her 

husband. He has lately gone on a journey, and, 

during his absence, sbe ventures to attend, worship. 

She is a most attentive listener ; but her timidity and 

reserve render it difhcuU to ascertain the state of her 

mind. I understand, however, that she occasionally 

joins the three Nan-dau-gong sisters in their female 

pityer meeting, and is highly esteemed by them. 

" August 4lh, Lord^s day. — A crowded assembly nt 

f'Worshlp, as on the two last Lord's days. Oo Nyo, a 

I farmer disciple of Moung Shway-gnong, and May 

J ©way, an old woman, lately cure<l of blindneaa by 

Btrotber Price, deserve to be classed among the inqui' 

fc%*rs. The latter is more noticeable, as having been a 
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profeesed devotee of the strictest clnss, and for a long 
time quite unaffected by all she heard concerning our 
religion. 

"Augvti hill. — Monng Shway-gnong took bis depar- 
tute for Shwny-doung the residence of his family, in- 
tending to join us again, on our way to Ava. 

" AugvilQtIt. — Moung Long, the one-eyed metaphy- 
lician, and bosom disciple of the Tong-dwen teacher, 
arrived this day irom Shway-doung, with his wife. 
May Wen-yo. The latter listened with thestune can- 
did attention and good sense, which formerly ilistin- 
guished her, while her husban<l retains his character- 
istic scepticism, politeness, and inflexibility. 

' " AigustTlh. — May Mee cnme to retjuest baptism. 
When I perceived her aim, I enden-voured to impresH 
her mind with the solemn responsibility of a Christian 
profession, and the great dangers to which she was 
exposing herself in this world ; enforcing my statement, 
as usual, with the story of the iron mall; and she 
Went away in much distress. 

"Mah Ing sent her friend Mah Doke to inquire, 
whether it was lawful for Iter to procure a divorce from 
her husband, previous to being baptized; or, if not, 
whether she might worship before the great pagoda, 
in obedience to hia command. Both questions were 
answered in the negative. A most diflicult, distressing 
case. Her husband has threatened to accuse her to 
government, and cause her to be put to death. 

" Jlen-oo also requested baptism ; and I feel satis- 
fled that she has experienced divine grace, as well as 
May Mee and Mah Ing. 

\" August \^th. — Have been very busy, for aeverrf days 
past, in making preparations for our journey to Ava, 
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a • ^iAiii ^« .=^- r-ix^feiL -jo ^as. jik ok ilirfcj ia a boii 

Iay Icrr ^u. Jj:i~ ^u 'rni'HiH* az viias occuioa- 
u'. .au. -Uiii .i:sa£T .a Jie .M^BsaLs ttfOS with this 
^j;?5ii:s. zsx z«£ scncr Ti-irigi"i> aoii the latter i| 
^-^•zi. LiM. ^:^ jis :scfA ivuL^isu a jBn anayt ail 
nj-.^o::!. r j=r uia-^uo^ J'UL Xj^aa aruKSttBi lliat hii 

.s;jiM .'^.:. r-: ^T.^-^jinpany all iIk day, 

.-''^'-^' :.*^ :. — tL.r:* ^ utt juirom^ lifiaaB^ Tbaj- 

. ':cf:*.:-.:it:fi. . .^' >^i:. • V-*- n. JOU "'^'tg; BIOMdCi 
w'«:'. : «. «::. ":i..;vj. :^2 r^ijusu T"VT*r SL U« liCUtllde of 

.^tk.. -Ji L.*^ «::ui^*J-j..'^ t:x,:i;^ti, ^ sOosi^ tOttl he hid 
■ ."s--^«. :.i . r^:.- : "^ ".^w^ i.r ij*;^^ .vo yearSj 

..-:.^ :.-i C. . .. — Vi- ?»..;-. iiZy.iiZif x^n^lz salable to 
iij.w :u; u. ■ , j^^r :i^»j<i-i:ic iisrs*;Lr f_T baptbai, 
iju t cj >»..*u.::j Tiiij-^^. "v-i* evi.r;T^i rerore the 

.r:.::e:.:i;iLv Xi- Mi-f Aril :-:.::;e :»:-^,-rnjw. 

" -Jf*xi: £1/:. — Evirly j. lis aioniiag. I auminis- 
itr*i C3,-^z.i-^ :j 3Ij.y M«, the ei^««aui BunnAO 
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colivart Two More still remain : Moung Myat-lah 
and Mah log; the one deterred by fear of govern- 
ment ; the other, bf the fear of her husband. Add 
Id these a iesirable number of hopeftd inquirers ; and 
I feel, that I am leaving, at least for a time, one of the 
aoat interesting fields of labour, that was ever opened 
to a missionary.' But the path of duty seems to lead 
to Ava ; and it is infinitely easy for God to open there 
a more interesting field. 

'' We are ordered to put our baggage on board the 
touts to-morrow^ and be ready to start the day fol- 
lowing.** 

■That your" valuable life may long be continued, a 
blean^g to your friends, your circle, and your country, 
and that in heaven you may meet an innumerable 
multitude of heathen souls, whose conversion was 
effected by. your unknown instrumentality, is the con- 
stant prayer of. 

My dear Sir, 
Yours^ affectionately and respectfully, 

A. H. J. 



\Tkt fBUowktff Letter, enclosed in onejrom Mr. JutUon, written by 
ike Burmese convert, Moung Shway-bay, who is mentioned at 
fuges 208, amJ 216 t/ m thought will interest the Christian public, 
and is therefore here given as extracted /rom an American pubU- 
eo/jon.] 

IHANSLATION OF A LETTER. WRITTEN BY MOUNG 
SHWAY-BAY. TO REV. DTt BALDWIN. 

Moung Shway-bay, an inhabitant of Rangoon, a 
town of Burmah, one who adheres to the religion 
of Christ, and has been baptized, who meditates 
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on the immeasuraUe^ incalculfible nature of. tbc 
divine splendcmr and glory of the Invisibk,. even 
the Lord Jesus Christ and God the Father, and 
takes refage in the wisdom and power and glorf 
of God^ aflfectionately addresses the great, t^adber 
Baldwin, a superintendent of mtssionacy aflfouoi 
in the city of Boston, of America. 

BELOVED ELDER BROTHER^ 

Though^ in the present state, the places of our resi- 
dence are very far apart, and we have never met, yet 
by means of letters, and of the words of teacher Yood- 
than, who has told me of you, I love you, and wish to 
send you this letter. When the time arrives in wliich 
we shall wholly put on Christ — ^him, in loving whoA 
we cannot tire, and in praising whom we can find no 
end, and shall be adorned with those ornaments, 
which the Lord will dispense to us out of the heavenly 
treasure-house, that he has prepared, then we 8ha& 
love one another more perfectly than we do now. 

Formerly I was in the habit of concealing my sins, 

that they might not appear ; but now I am convinced, 

that I eannot conceal my sins from the Lord who sees 

and knows all things -, and that I cannot atone for 

them, nor obtain atonement from my former objects iof 

worship. And accordingly, I count myself to have 

lost all, under the elements of the world, and through 

the grace of the faith of Christ only, to have gained 

the spiritual grace's and rewards pertaining to eternity, 

which cannot be lost. Therefore, I have no ground 

for boasting, pride, passion, and self-exaltation. And 

without desiring the praise of men, or seeking my 

own vrill, I wish to do the will of God the Father. 

The members of the body, dead in trespasses and sins. 
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dllipeBflbig to QiA, I desire to make inBtnimeiits of 
rigfffeeonMiiesSy not following the will of the flesh. 
WoAdLj desire and heavenly desire being contrary, 
die cHie to the other, and the desire of visible things 
donnteracting the desire of invisible things, I am as a 
d^ad -man. However, He quickens the dead. He 
awakens those that sleep. He lifts up those that fall. 
He <^pens blind eyes. He perforates deaf ears. He 
lights a lamp in the great house of darkness. He re- 
lieves the ' wretched. He feeds the hungry. The 
words of such a benefiictor, if we reject, we must die 
for ever, and come to everlasting destruction. Which 
drenmstance considering, and meditating also on 
Sifduies8> old age, and death, incident to the present 
state of mutability, I kneel and prostrate myself, and 
pray before God, the Father of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
wbQ haa made atonement for our sins, that he may 
have mercy on me .and pardon my sins, and make me 
holy^ and give me a repenting, believing, and loving 
miiid. 

Formerly I trusted in my own merits, but now, 
through the preaching and instruction of teac;her 
Yoodthan, I trust in the merit of the Lord Jesus 
Qirist. The teacher, therefore, is the tree ; we are 
the blossoms and fruit. He has laboured to partake 
of the fivit, and now the tree b^ns to bear. The 
bread of life he has given, and we eat. The water 
from the brook which flows from the top of Mount 
Calvary, for the cleansing of all filth, he has brought, 
and made us bathe and drink. The bread of which 
we eat, will yet ferment and rise. The water which 
we drink and bathe in, is the water of an unfailing 
spring ; and many will yet drink and bathe therein. 

n2 
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Then all things will be regenerated and changed. Now 
we are strangers and pilgrims ; and it is aiy desires 
without adhering to the things of this world, but long- 
ing for 1117 native abode, to consider and inquire, how 
long 1 must bbour here ; to whom I ought to show 
the light which I have obtained j when I ought to put 
it up, and when disclose it. 

The inhahitanis of this country of Burmab, being 
iu the evil practice of forbidden lusr, erroneous wor- 
ebij), and false speech, deride the religion of Christ. 
However, that we may bear patiently derision, and 
persecutioD, and death, for the sake of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, pray for us. I do thus pray. For, elder bro* 
ther, I have to bear the threatening of my owa broi 
tber, and my brother-in-law, who say, ' We will beat* 
and bruise, and pound you ; we will bring you into 
great difficulty ; you- associate with false people ^ you 
keep a fake religion j and you speak false words^ 
tluwever, their false religion is the religion of dealj)^ 
The doctrine of the cross is the religion of life,,q^ 
love, of faith. I am a servant of faith. Formerly ft 
was a servant of Satan. Now I am aservant of Cl)Hst. 
And a good servant cannot but follow his master^ 
Moreover, the divine promises must be ficcompliahefL 

In this country of Biirmah, are many, strayed q|),*ep. 
Teacher Yoodthan, pitying them, hua come lo gatl)ef 
them together, and to feed them iu love. Some ^i^ 
not listen, but run away. Some do listen andad^uur^ 
to him J and that our numbers way increase, we HK^^ 
together, and pray to the great Proprietor of ,th? 
sheep. ., ., . 

Thus I, ftloung Shway-bay, a disciple of teoc^er 
YoodthAD, in Raogoon, write and send this letter to 
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Ite- gveat teadicr Baldwin^ who lives in Boston, 

^ K, B. TnuaUted from the Burman original, Sept. 23, 1823. 

A. JUDSON, Jan. 

w • 

EXTEACT OF A LETTER FROM REV. A JUDSON, JR. 
TO THE REV. DR. BALDWIN. 

Rangoon, December, 7, 1823. 

. XXTBBSWD AND DBAm SIS, 

'I BAD the inexpressible happiness of welcoming 
Ifrs. Jndson once more to the shores of Burmah, on 
the '5th inst. We are now on the eve of departure 
fbrAvtu 

Hy last letter from brother Price mentions, that 
iliie king has inquired many times about my delay, 
afid ihe queen has expressed a strong desire to see 
Mfa. -Judson in her foreign dress. We sincerely hope 
lliat*her majesty's curiosity will not be confined to 

Mr. and Mrs« Wade appear in fine health and spirits, 
and 'I am heartily rejoiced at their arrival, just at the 
pMscnt time. 

-' ISfbne scarcely of the letters from America by the 
Bisngal have reached me. The ship in which they 
^Mte forwarded from Calcutta to this port, being sup* 
jpbS6d to be lost off the coast. My last from you, 
therefore, is Oct. 18, 18^ 3 and previohs to Mrs. Jud- 
Ahi*s arrival, I had not heard from her for nearly four- 
teen ononths. 

I' enclose the translation of a letter from Moung 
8hway«bay, which has been lying 1^ me some time^ 
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for want of a good oppprtwUy of conveyaoee. ^c 
received Mrs. Baldwin's present to-day, and dito^y 
obliged me to write out a translation of the note m> 
comiMinying it^ acnd was highly gratified with both. 

The appearance of this short letter, renders it . un- 
necessary to say that I write in haste, occasioned by 
the state of our a£fairs, in prospect of immediate re- 
moval ; and have only time to add that I remain 

Most affectionately yours, 

A. JUDSON, JUN. ./ 

■ - ' 
LETTER XV. * 

Mission Honse, RaBgoon> Dec. 11, 4823b 

MY DEAR FRIEND, ^ \ , 

. Shall 1 attempt to describe the sensations produced 
by finding myself in this much-loved spot ^— YiBl, I 
am really in Rangoon, at my own study table, and 
surrounded by the same scene I have so frequeiuly 
described to you. 

■It appears to me now all a dream that I have} been 
in England, in America, and through all my wander <p 
ings am at last returned, and find the same scene t 
left. Who has so much cause for gratitude and 
thankfulness as myself ? Who is under so great ob- 
ligations to be entirely and exclusively devoted to God 
as I am ? Goodness and mercy have followed me all 
my dayd, but the kind, protecting care of God. lias 
been most conspicuously seen diuing my two years 
absence from Rangoon. 

In my usual style I will give you, my dear friend, 
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wi ececmnt of myself since I last wrote, as yon are so 
kind as to express so much- pleasure in reading my 
little narratives. On the 2$nd June last, with a joyful 
hearty I left my native shores for India, followed by 
the prayers, of thousands, who were collected on the 
wharf to witness our departure. In a fine new ship, 
a larg^ airy cabin, with a kind obliging captain, I 
found myself most pleasantly situated, and under the 
direction of our heavenly Father, the winds and waves 
were propitious, for we reached the sand heads in the 
Bay of Bengal in a hundred and five days from Bos- 
ton. During our voyage, I had the happiness of wit- 
nessing a most decided change in the captain, who, for 
two months previously to our arrival at Calcutta, 
d^oted his whole time to the subject of religion, 
and is resolved, on his return passage, to conduct 
worship himself among his sailors on the Sabbath. 

Oa my arrival in Bengal, you will readily imagine 
my first inquiries were to ascertain what intelligence 
had'been received from Mr^Judson, and what prospects 
^ iBiy< Speedy departure. The information received 
from the former was animating and encouraging i but 
leppeicting the. latter, sad indeed, as it was expected 

. ^thal no ship would sail for several months, as very 

. 8#iapus difficulties existed between the Burman and 
British. Qoycmments. For several days my mind was 

' 19 A-at^ of constant anxiety, but was instantaneously 
wlieved, by noticing a paragraph in the paper, adver- 

. tisilig a ship for Rangoon. I immediately engaged 
ryiy. passage, and after a month's residence in the kind 
9pd hospitable family of the Rev, Mr. Thomaspn, I 
embarked for Rai^oon, where I safely arrived in nine- 
teen days. 
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I dare not attempt to describe my feelings as the 

.^ip advanced towards theBurmtin coast. It was late 

in the evening when the vessel anchored; but the fast 

object which taught my eye, as the boat rowed (•- 

ward the shore, was Mr. JuJ'soii. From loBg expeC- . 

tation and disappointment, he hai) acquired auoh an 

habitual sadness and dejection of spirit, that it reqttireft 

all my exertion to disperse it, and make him Mr. J. 

again. He had not heard a word from me for tbiMeen 

months, (owing to the failure of my letters) and the 

rery day 1 arrived, he had in despair yielded all hOfW 

of my existence ^ I soon had the happiness of meetiag 

Mah Men-lay, Moung Shawy-bay, and othera who are 

still an honour to their profession. Miih Mjitt-liq'. 

the seconil female who was bn|itized, died in the Un- 

. nmphs of hope a few months ago. She longed fer the 

I hour uf her release, and assured those who slood 

k around ber that she would soon be in the presenc* of 

I Christ. Is not Ihia one instance of the power of iB- 

fine grace more than a compensotton for all our ilnys 

r gf darkness and distress, formerly speot in prepamtioD 

Mr. Judson has his boats in readiness to proceed to 
Ava, and tu-morrow we go on board. He bas ob> 
tained considerahlc fiivour from high ofKcers in G(»> 
vernment, and thinks our prospects at Ava very en- 
couraging. The king's own brother, a very powerfal 
> prince, baa his attention excited by the Christian 
[ Teligion, and has lately written a very kind, affectionate 
1 letter to Mr, Judson, requesting his speedy return t» 
I Ava, and tt) bring with him all the sacred books.* A 
I foreign femitte bos never yet been introduced to tin 
* See pa^ 168, 
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Surman Court, eonsequently much curiosity is excited 
by the cxpeetation of my arrival. Mny the God of 
Heaven be our protector, and give us that wisiloni 
«bich n proBtable to direct. I feel, my dear friend, 
that I am about to begin anew my missionnry work, 
asd need more grace, more resolution, und more spi- 
rituality of feeling thaiv ever before. We shall be 
dumunded by despotism and idolatry, but the God of 
Jacob is our hope, and in his hands we are as s^ as 
ID OQr own loved America. lie has evidently pointed 
out to us the path of duty, and ahatl we fear to follow 
where he leads f It is easy for God to open the heart 
of the King and Queen, and make them a nursing 
fetber and Biathec to the little- church in Burmah. We 
caaoot hope and expei^ too much from God. He has 
commanded us to open our mouths wide, anil he will 
fill them. 

You shall heaj: from me on my arrival at the capital, 
fbi I am resolved to keep you acquainted with all our 
■teps. I write this ia great haste, being surrounded 
by women and chiktren, who are waiting their tinal 
instructions. My schools will commence at Ava ; my 
hopes respecting them are ve^ sanguine. I am much 
gratified by your remarks relative to " The History of 
(he Burman Mission. " The first edition was all sold 
be£(»e 1 left America, though in so poor a dress. 
Please to transmit to Mr. Lawson (who is the Agent 
fiir our Board) all the money that has been collected 
kit tbe school, with this direction -. — " For Mrs. Jud- 
■OQ's Schools in tbe Burman Empire." I will give a 
particular and faithful aocouot of the commencement 
and progress of my darling plan, for the informtition 
of those who are interested in the schools. Mr. Jud- 
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cron would write^ bat every moment of his time ib 
hnploy^ in preparing Und arranging our baggAgt. 
He will ^rite after bur anii^al at Ava, 

The translation of the New Test^nient is fidifiiiM. 
"We will Bend you a copy of the wh6le whefa prinWed;' 

I know you will excuse this hadty^ impekfeet letter^ 
but could you know all the cifcuitistanced iM9ilt 
which I write/you would not be suipnsed at the ItDI^ 
^ufacies. I could not think 6f letting RailgQioil 
without ' informing you of my safe arrival. Let UBi 
assist each other in our way to heaveh. YoUr tett^M 
will animate and encourage me; mine ittiay InteMfC 
you^ from the circumstance of being Wiitten in <fi 
heathen land. We dhall^ I trusty soon meet in h^fveii*i 
fnay our hearts^ out best affections^ be there foAg 
before us. This life is a vapour^ it will so^n (MrM 
away^ and nothing will remain^ excepting the terrier 
we now perform for Christ. Be pleased to preseht our 
Warmest Ckffections to our friends * * ^ * «, wbdm 
1 shall ileverforget to love and respect. May yditi be 
blessed my de^r friend> and be ikiade increasingly usf^» 
is the sincere Wish of 

Your bid iand«Qost affectionate Friend, 

Ann H. Jcn>i^6ir. 



LETTER XVI. 

On ikt Arah-wfth^tecf, Detf. 31,1893. 

CoHEj my d^ar friend, transport yourself for a 
^ew moments from your retired home, and refresh 
your imagination wiCh a yiew of our floating convey* 
ance majestically passing the fertile bank's of the 
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Arah-wah-tee (Irrawnddy), And had your eye the 
effme power as imagination, could it rove with equal 
rapidity over this widely extended globe, it would 
doubtlees be induced to rest on worthier and more 
iaterestiiig objects, but could not find two bapiiier 
than your friend Ana and her beloved Judson. It is 
one of those bright days peculiiu* to an Indian clime ; 
the cool refreshing breezes from the mountains with 
which we are cow encircled, while they unite with 
the inSuencti of the sun to produce a most delightful 
temperature of air, invigorate our frames, and cxhili- 
rate our spirits ; the verdure and variety of seenery 
exbitnted on tiie hanks of this noble river, every 
where interspersed with native villages, and peasants' 
tents, all conspire to increase those pleasant sensations 
which our peculiar situation and circumitances are 
calculated to excite. Our boat is so curiously con- 
structed, and so unlike every thing in your civilized 
part of the world, that I hnrdly know in what lan- 
guage to give a description so iks to present it clearly 
to your view : it ia a rude, uncouth thing, and could 
you behold it floating down the river Thames, you 
might imagine that some ingenious fisherman had 
attached a pair of wings to his little hut, and wns 
conveying it on a boat to your great metropolis, to 
gratify the curious gaze of the idle multitude. It is 
fifty feet in length and seven in width. Our rooms or 
cabins, two in number, are built on the top, the boat 
being too shallow to admit any thing of the kind 
within, and constructed iu the form of a Burniaci 
house, with a sloping roof. The rooms extend half 
the length of the boat, the one we occupy is mode of 
rough boards, with a thatched roof, the other (occu' 
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l^ed by the servanle) of bamboo end mats. Th& 
Wiugs ere formed by the extension of the floor oa 
oach side, which makes a passage for the boatmen, 
.without eatering our rooms. This heavy unwieldy 
thing 19 urged furward almost entirely by maniial 
Ibrce, and is either drawu with ropes by the boaimea 
walking on the banks, or pushed by long poles. But, 
so strong is the current at this season, and the wind 
I' always against us, that our progress is slow indeed. 
Yet in the miiUt of these inconveniences and priva- 
tions, we are haj^y, because the object we have in 
view will bear examination, Were we thus penetrating, 
into tlie heart of this heathen empire for the purpose 
tcoumulatiag property, or gaining honouror renown, 
no our fellow -creatures, it would not be an object 
■ufficicflt to support our toinds under present circiuo-j 
stances, and in anticipation of future evils. But we; 
ve assured that we are in the service of Him who 
governs the world, who has said to his disciples, "Go 
o all the world," &c,j and this is our support, oiid 
the reward of aH our exertions, " Lo, I am with you. 
oiviayt, even to the end of the world." Not a hair of 
DUr bead can be injured, but with the permission of 
Uini wliose precious name we would make known to 
tliese UDcolightened heathen. Yes, my dear friend,, 
the consideration of the object we have in view, and 
the brightening prospects relative to ultimate success, 
fill us with joy, and inake us happy, though in this 
rude, solitary boat, for, far away from all christian so* 
ciety, and no individual associate besides ourselves. 
Our faithful Moung Ing ie the only native Christian 
vith HB, the others being at present scattered according 
i» circumstances. Three are already at Ava waiting 
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tmr arrival, and Mah-men-Iny andjttliers will follovr, 
03 soon A3 their domestic concerns will allow. Moung 
Ing, vrfth whom you are already well acquainted, is n 
firm, solid, mid cossistent Chirisfian. He nniies with 
US doily ni lamily worship, nail frequently kads in 
ptrayer, in onr occasional religious cooferences,when he 
exhibits much spiritual feeling and strength of intellect. 
Ve intend him for the teacher of our girls'school, the 
comnKnceoieatof wbichis Itrust just at hand. 

■Mr. 20, 1834. 

AoAtN I take np my pen to converse a little ^vilh 
you, though at this immense distance, and knowing, 
as I do, that you can make no response for months and 
perhaps years. Yet it is a precious privilege to cotn- 
nonicaCe our thoughts, feelings, and cireumstatices, 
to thoee we love, though a reply be not the immediate 
result. Now I will suppose you sitting the other side 
of the trunk on which my writing-desk is pliiced, and 
go OQ with my relation. We are slowly progressing 
towards the capital of this very populous empire, and 
bttve thus far been preserved fmia the numerous 
dangers with which we are contimmlly sarrounded- 
No robbers have yet made their appearance, though 
we are frequently cautioned lay the villagers to be on 
our gaard. We have our fire-arms in readiness every 
evening, and when we have taken every precaution in 
onr power, commit ourselves to the care of our 
heavenly Father, and Ke down and sleep as quietly, 
and feel as safe, as if we were at Bradford * or in 
London. As the season is so cool and dry, we almost 
daily get a walk on the banks, and through the vil- 
lages ; and at such seasons the natives are extremely 
• America, 
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aoBMited at our strange appearance, biiving never befoM 
seen ti forieign femate. As soon as we oiier a village 
or iowOf one calls to another to com^ ^quiek atid lode, 
wikenjthe women and children ran out of their honatli 
and follow as till weaker the boat Some will nm 
aeveral rods before os^ in order to have a fair view aa 
we wpproBch thenft. If we happen to stop under Uni 
shade of a banyan^ as is frequently the case^ all the 
old men. and women in the village are calkd and 
brought to see what their eyes never before beheld* 
But on such occasions we never experiehce any thing 
like insult or disrespect ; on the. contrary, the exjida** 
mation . is, '* Ha*barbyce,** how handsome they are» 
how modest dieir dressy not even their hands arq 
visible. We seldom lei. them know we imderstani 
tiieir language, :aa our stay is not sufficiently long te 
eiiier on religious subjects. In one instance, however, 
ihe boat being a long time in doublings poinl.of.land 
winch we had vmlked over,. and the multitude being 
assembled as usual, Mr. J. introduced the subject 'of 
religion,, when all were immediately silent and attci|n 
tive. Two or ^htee white^eaded heathen whoifev^. 
present, encouraged it by asking pertinent questions. 
A decent looking man, who appeared ito be the 8ohool>* 
master of the village, coming into the circle just', ait 
this Hme, Mr. J. handed him a tract, and requeateii 
him to read aloud. The subject of the traot wpsmn 
aeeouttt of ihe existence, perfections, and requiM* 
mienls of the eternal God, our lost state by nature^ 
and JT^emption through Christ. When he had pi^ 
eeeded^ndf way through, he stopped, and exclainMi 
to the multitude, tliat these were great subjects, that 
such a writing was worthy to be copied, and requested 
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Mr. J. to remaia while he copied it. He was informed 
Uiit he might keep the tract, on condition that he 
CtfnstatiUy read it to his neighbours. Many joined in 
tike petition that we would pass the remainder of the 
day and night in the vilhige ; but our boat coming up^ 
We were obliged to leave them, not however until wc 
had sent up many secret petitions that the Holy Spirit 
might bless that single tract to the salvation of many 
of their dark, ignorant souls. A few days ago we bad 
ah 'especial cause of gratitude to Ood for his preserv- 
kig ^are, when in imminent danger. In passing 
through one of the strong rapids, with which this 
IrVer abounds, the rudder struck the bottom, which 
fumed the boat immediately across the current, and 
kid ber oh her side. It being a cold morning our 
ddor'Wns sbut, and the boat being on her side, it was 
settle moments before we could get it open, which 
^iMiiiftistaace for a short time occasioned us to feel all 
t^^-horrors of shipwreck. Every thing outside of the 
tMt»8, such as rice, cooking utensils, and the boat- 
Aieh-fl mats, were all afloat. The stieersman, how* 
ever, had presence of mind enough to cut the rudder 
ft6m the boat; which enabled the boatmen to raise 
her from her side, and alter drawing her to the shores 
ihd repairing her rudder, we proceeded on our way, 
fteKtig^ more than ever our dependance on God, and 
the laiportance of ha\ring our minds at all times 
MMyed on htm. Our fears have been considerably ex- 
£lteS fot a few days past, on beholding the martial 
aklVettients of the country. We understand that the 
ItiaspetoT is determined on war with the English, auld 
hM6hlefed an army to proceed with all pdssible dis* 
fafeh'to Arrakan. Yesterday we passed the head- 
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fnarters of the trooija, and war-boats are continually 

1 passing- ua. We know not what effect this war will 

•e upon our mission, or how raucb our own lives 

I win be endangered front the suspicion that we a/e 

English. But we always have this consolation, that 

6od reigns, and that the greatest, as well as the 

1 Btnallest events are under his direction. 

Ava, Feb. IG, 1821. 
I MUST now finish this long letter, as a gentleman is 
I «n the point of going to Bengal, and has kindly offered 
take letters. We arrived m safety at this city 
f twenty do VB ago, after a pleasant trip of six weeks; we 
1 not a house to cover our heads ou our arrival, nor 
I oould we procure nse which was sufficient to shelter 
a from the burning rays of the sun. We were there- 
I fere obliged to remain in our boat until we could 
f build : you will, 1 am sure, smile, when I tell you tbiU 
L we built a house, and nioved into it, in just a fortr 
I tight from our arrival ; it consists Of three rooms 
I (UkI a verandah, delightfully situated on the bank of 
I tite river. The ground was given last year to Mr. J. 
I by the king, and is considered our own. The house we 
J inhabit is designed for the school-houie for my 
t S'-'''^' ^^ soon as we can get another built for our own 
The school has already conuneuced with three 
little girls, whose shrill voices are now ringing in Hiy 
I, while they read their lessons : they axe fine 
, dbildren, and improve as fast in reading and sewing sa 
' aoy children in the world. I doubt not the school 
wfll rapidly increase, as soon as we have time to look 
around and make a selection. The Emperor, on ac- 
count of (he present war with the English, !s rathec 
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prejudiced against foreignera, conaeqiaently Mr. J.'s 
reception at court waa rather cool. I have not yet 
becQ at tlie palace, aa the king and all the royal family 
went to Umera-poora, in a day after our arrival, 
where they remain until the completion of the new 
palace in this city, when they will take possession in 
Usual form, and Ava will in future be their residence. 
My old friend, the lady of the viceroy of Rangoon, 
came to see me as soon as she heard of my arrival, 
and has promised to introduce me at court on the re- 
turn of the royal family. Her husband died during 
my absence, and with his death all her power and 
distinctions cease. She is a well-informed, sensible 
woman, and there is much mure hope of her attending 
to the subject of religion in her private situation, than 
when she was in public life. In a day or two after 
our arrival, Mr. J. introduced me to Prince M. and 
hfs Princess ; they treated us with the greatest kind- 
ness. The Princess took me into her inner apart- 
ments, made me a handsome present, and invited me 
to visit her frequently, and ordered her cart to be 
prepared to Convey me home. Prince M, is intel- 
ligent, desirous of obtaining foreign information, and 
has for some time been examining the Christian re- 
ligion 1 Oh 1 that a merciful God would enlighten 
his mind, and make him a real disciple of the blessed 
Redeemer. I hope to gain some influence over the 
Princess, and induce her to read the New Testament, 
which is now in her own language. She is surrounded 
at all times by twenty or thirty females, and who 
knows but religious conversation may be blessed to 
them, though the Princess herself should never be 
benefited. We have here an uncomtuoo field for use- 
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Ailnesa, und if we may be only allowed to remain, 

*^erc is no doubt but much good would be done. My 

health has been much ioifiroved during my voyages, 

sad I begin to hope that I may last yet some yearii ; 

I rbut we are, in a literal sense, alone. We have not 

'b>lf the means of obtaining intelligence from Our 

'friends as when in Kangoon j and as for society, it is 

90 far out of tde question, that we hardly think of 

taentiuning it. Dr. Price is our only missionary asso- 

. ciate ; but he has married a native wife, and lives the 

Other side of the river, Mr. J. preaches every Sab- 

I'^th in the Doctor's house, where he has something 

V^ a congregation. We also have worship in Burman 

every evening in our own house, ao that a faint ray 

pf light is beginning to appear in this dark city- 

. Remember me most affectionately to , whose 

- Jikeness is now hanging before me^ and is almost the 

only ornament in our little house. Pray kindly write 

I * a line to Miss H., of Liverpool, and inform her that 

the box. of articles she forwarded arrived Just oa I 

K. was leaving Calcutta. They were most acceptable, 

, afi ws have daily occasions for distributing them. Say 

. 9lso that I intend writing to her very soon. Da not 

^fiirget to pray for 

Your most affectionate Friend, 

A. H. JuDSON. 



LETTER XVII. 



I wn.L not attempt to describe the joyful sensations 
produceit, by finding myself once mora in a situation 
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to write to you, nfter an ioterval ot two years. Yes, 
two years of suffering and privation ; the very recol- 
lection of wLich often chills our feelings, and sickens 
our hearts. Though unbelief has often 'prompted las 
to say, that our afflictions were greater than we could 
bear or deserved ; yet our better feelings have triumph- 
ed in the sovereign government of God, assured that 
He would do all things welt; and, if his pleasure, 
could easily lessen our sufferings. Nor have we been 
disappointed in our hopes ; for, in his own time and 
way, we have been estricatcd from all our difRcultieg, 
and are now safe and happy under British protection. 

Knowing your interest in the Burman mission, and 
assured of personal sympathy and regard, I will en- 
deavour, in my usual way, to give you a general rela- 
tion of events for the last two years. 

In my last to you, 1 mentioned that every thing had 
a warlike appearance. The Burman Government, 
however, had no idea that the English were in earnest 
in their communications, consequently, they heard 
the report that Rangoon was taken with surprise and 
amazement. No preparations had been made at that 
port for the reception of strangers, and eVen the Vice- 
roy was absent. An army was immediately raised, 
and ordered to march, under the command of Kyer- 
woon-gyee (Kee-woongee),whowaa to be joinedon^his 
way down by Sekayah-woon-gyee, having been re- 
cently appointed Viceroy of Rangoon. The only fear 
and anxiety which the King and Government then 
manifested or expressed was, that the English at 
Rangoon should hear of their approach, and, preci- 
pitately leaving the country, deprive the Burmese 
grandees of the pleasure of employing in their service 
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iiffl. slaves, a few of the " wfaite strangers." " Send to 
[1 one of the ladies of a Woon-gyee; "fear 
p-lula-|iyoos, (white strangers,) to manage the affiiira of 
rm; household, as I benr they are trustworthy." " Atid 
said a gay young aprig of the palace, " sis 
I Stout men to ruw my boat." The army, in their 
I (syest attire, danced and sung down the river, but few, 
\,if Any, ever danced back again ; nnU the Kyee-woon- 
I Syee found other commissions to execute than those 
I JoBt given him. As soon as the first force was de- 
> qiatched. the Government had leisure to look around, 
I 40(1 inquire into the cause of Rangoon's being takeiij 
I Dud the probable instruments of the arrival of those 
t strangers. It was at once concluded that spies were 
T in the country, who bad communicated the state of 
k tilings, and invited the foreigners over : and who so 

■ lUtely to be spies, as the three Elnglishmea, Rogers 
f Gauger, and Laird, who, under the garb of merchants, 
I bad plotted so niucli evil ? They were all three ac- 
\ tordingly arrested, and put in confinement. We now 
I began, mure than ever, to tremble for ourselves, and 

■ Xred in the hourly expectation of some dreadiiil 

■ scene. In examining the accounts of Mr. Gouger, it 
lums found that Mr. Judsonand Dr. Price had taken 
I money of him, which circumstance, to the uninformed 
J oiind of a Burman, was sufficient evidence that they 
I also were spies, and in the employ of the English 
I Government, as they received their supplies from an 

higlishman. The King had befiire been advised to 
Kpit the missionaries in confinement, but his reply had 
L, " They are true men, let them remain." He was 
, however, informed of the above-mentioned cir- 
matance, and, in an angry tone, issued an order foe 
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llie iouQ^iate arrest of Dr. Price and Mr. Judson. 
And now Gooameiiced a series of oppressive acts^ ivhich 
we should before hare Uioaght humaD nature in- 
eopable of committing. 

- .Pa the 8th of June, a city writer^ at the head of a 
dnen savages, with one^ whose marked face denoted 
^ua an .exeeutiooer^ rushed into the house^ and de- 
manded Mr. Judson. *^ You are csdled by the King/' 
said.the writer, (a mode of expression, when about to 
ea^^ttte the King a orders,) uid instantly the small cord 
wa0 produoed by the spotted face, who roughly seized 
Mr* Jf threw him on the floor, and tied his arms be^ 
hipd him. The scene was now dreadful. The little 
ohildreD were screaming, with fear ; the Burmans in 
qvir empk^ running here and there, endeavouring 
tp.escape from the hands of those 'unfeeling wretches; 
aa4 the Beogid • servants, mute with amazement arid 
horiprat the situation in which they saw their master. 
I pffere4 money to the executioner, and eh treated him 
tO'Uptie Mr. J., bnt in vain were my tears or entreaties : 
thfsy led him away, i knew- not where ; and I was left 
guarded by ten men, who had received strict orders to 
confine me close, and let no one go in Or out. I retired 
to my room, and attempted to pour out my soul to 
I|im» who, for our sakes, was bound and led away for 
^ibecntion ; and, even, in that dreadful moment, I ex- 
perienced a degree of consolirtioti hardly to be ex- 
pected. But this employment was of short duration. 
The mugistrate of that part of Ava in which we lived, 
was ., vfi the verandah, continually calling me to c6me 
put» and submit to his examination. Suppo^ng that 
aU:OUr lelters and writings would be examined, and 
consdous of havipg noted down every tx;- 
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Qiucli. He took me aside, told me, if I wished to 
muke the situHtion of the Missiunaries more tolerable, 
I [uu§t bring- him two hundred tiekuls, and two pieces 
of fine doth, on the reception of which, he would 
release Dr. Price and Mr. JiiiUon from the 
pole, anil put them in another building, where 
J should be allowed to send them pUlowB 
SQit miita to sleep oo, nnd their daily food. At the same 
time, 1 obt^aed an order from the governor for an, 
interview with Mr. J., and, for the Brat time in my 
life, looked into the interior of a Burman prison. The 
wretched and ghastly appearance of Die Missionaries 
produced feelings indescribable, and forbad a moment'B 
hesitation in producing the sum demanded for tem- 
porary relief. Mr. J, was allowed to hobble to the 
door of (he prison, and after five minutes conversation, 
I was ordered to depart, by a voice and manner to 
3vhich I had been unaccustomed, and which convineed 
me, that those underlings felt that we were entirely ia 
their power. Our house was two miles from the 
prison ; and knowing that nothing could be done 
without money, I had provided myself with a cub- 
fiiderable sum in the morning, which enabled me to 
pay the two hundred tickak without delay, and the. 
same evening had the consolation of hewing that Mr. 
J. and Dr. P. were in a belter prhon than I had found 
them. My next object was to get a petition presented, 
to the Queen, the brother of whom is by fiu: the moat, 
powerful man in the empire. Our situation 
prisoners, rendered a personal interview with the 
Queen impossible : I was obliged, therefore, to address, 
her through the medium of her brother's wife, who, 
as are all the relations of the Queen, is of low origin. 
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and consequently proud, haughty, and itmbitiuua. 1 hud 
visited her \a better day a, and received distinguished 
marks of her favour. But now the scene was 
changed, Mc. J. was in irons, and I in distress, which 
were reasons sufficient for a friged reception, I took 
with me a valuiible present, copisiing of a gold- 
wrought mantle, and other little trappings. Her 
La<lyehi|i was lolling in state, and hardly deigned to 
raise ber eyes, on my entrance into her splendid hall. 
I took my seat, not at a respectful distance, nor at 
htr hidding, but as near os I could well approach, 
ibat she might not loose a syllable of what 1 had to 
communicate. I waited not for the question usually 
BBkcd, " What do you want ? '' grief made me bold — I 
at once began a relation of our wrongs. I stated to 
her that Dr. Price and Mr, Judaon were Americans, 
thftt they were ministers of religion, that they had 
BOtliing to do with war or politics, and that she well 
knew that even their residence in Avn wusiu consequence 
of the King's command. In vain I strove to work, on 
her hardened feelings, by requesting her to imagine 
ilf in my situation, a stranger in a foreign land, 
deprived of the protection of an only friend, who, 
tout any alledged crime, was thrown into prison. 
tSSl fetters. She unfolded the present, and coolly said, 
" Your case is not singular, the other white prisoners 
Buffer equally with your husband ; I will, however, 
present your petition to her Majesty, the Queen : 
come again to-morrow." I went from her with tt 
Uttle hope, and faint as it was, I endeavoured to com- 
mnnicate the same to Mr. J., but my admittance wan 
strictly forbidden by the writer to whom I had given two 
hnndred tickals, and to whom we, in future, gave the 
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mune of shark. The next morniDg I saw three of thg 
Ktug's oflicers pass, nnd was informed ihey had gone 
to take possession of Mr. Gouger's property, snd that 
on the morrow our houee would be searched. 1 spent 
the tiny, therefore, in making preparations to receive 
them, arranging and secreting aa many articles as 
possible, knowing that we should be in a state of 
starvation unless some of our property could be pre- 
served. I again endeavoured to gain addmittanee to 
Mr, Jiidaon, but was refused. The three ollicerswho 
bad taken [josseseion, the day before, of Mr. Gouger's 
property, now came to take an account of ours. 
Among the three was one named Koung-toBg-myoo- 
tsa, who seemed to take an interest in my forlorn- 
aituation, and who prevented the others from taking 
many articles, which were afterwards, (hiring our long 
trial, of the greatest use. They first demanded my 
flilver, gold, and jewels. I replied, " That gold I had 
none, jewels I had never worn since my residence in 
their couHtry, but here was tiie key of the trunk which 
contained the silvsr, open finil look fur iheraselves." 
They seemed pleased with my offering them the key. 
requested I would open the trunk, and that only one 
person should be allowed to enter my inner-room to 
take an account of the property. And here justice 
obliges me to say, that the conduct of these Burman 
officers in this transaction, was more humane and 
civilized than any other we witnessed white in Ava. The 
silver ^vas weighed and laid aside. "Have you no 
more!'' said one of them. "Search for yourselves, " 
replied I, " the house is at your disposal." — "Ha 
you not deposited money and jewels in the hands of 
, etbefS i " — " 1 have no friends in this country : with 
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whom should I deposit tremsard ? *' — ^' Where is your 
watch ? *' I produced an old one <of Mr; J.'b which had^ 
been out of use for a losg time^ but which answered 
their purpose just as w*ell, and was the means of pre* 
seizing a good one I had thete about me. ** Where 
are your goods^ your pieces of muslin^ haoderchie^s, 
&e."-^'' Mr. Judson is no merchant^ he neither buys nor 
sells^ but subsists on. the free offerings of -the disciples 
<A Christ, who collected the money you have just 
taken to build a ch-trch for the preaching of the Gospel. 
Is it suitable to take the property -of a Pongyee?'* 
(pHest). *" It is contrary to our wishes^" said Koung- 
tottg> " but' we act in obedience to the King's com- 
mand/* Our trunks of wearing apparel were then 
examined, i begged they would not take them, as 
they could be of no use to the King, but to us they 
were ittvaluable. They said a list only should be 
taken, and presented to his Afajesty, when, if he gave 
no further order, they should remain. They -did the 
same with regard to the books, medicine, and most of 
the furniture, and on presenting the list to the King, 
he gave an order that these articles should not be 
taken at present. These gentlemen, however, took 
every thing new or curious, and whatever to them 
seemed valuable. When they had ' finished, I gave 
them tea, and begged the royal treasurer to intercede 
for the release of Mr/ Judson. After their departure, 
I had an opportunity of going again to the queen's 
sister-in-law, who informed me that she had presented 
my petition to the Queen, and that her reply was, 
'^ He is not to be executed, let kkn remain where he is,'* I 
felt now ready to sink down in despair, as there was 
no hope of Mr. J/s release from cmy other quarter ) 
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1 recollectinn of the judge in the parable, who, 
tfiougfa he feared not God, nor regarded man, was 
I ifaoved by the importunities of a widow, induced me 
rtaolre to continue my visits, until the object waa 
obtained. But here, also, I was disappointed ; for 
after my entreating ber many times to use her influ- 
ence in obtaining the release of the Missionaries) she 
became so irritated at jny perseverance, that she re- 
iused to answer my (questions, and told me by ber 



looks and motions, that i 
any further effort. 
. I find, my dear Sir, i 
letter will be stretched I 
must therefore be mors 
that for the next s 
in which I did not » 



would be dangeru 



omake 



o being thus particular, my 
:o an immoderate length, and 
e general. Suffice it to say, 
I months, hardly a day passed 
some one member of Goverp- 
»eiit, in order to interest their feelings on our behalf. 
'The King's mother, sisters, and brother, each in tbeir 
turn, exerted tbeir influence in our favour, but so great 
ivns their fear of the Oueen, that neither of them 
ventured to make a direct application to his Majesty. 
' And although my various efforts were useless as to their 
I grand object, yet the hopes they excited kept our minds 
f &^ai sinking, and enabled us to endure our long im- 
' prisonment better than we otherwise could have done. 
Xhe last person to whom I applied, was the celebrated 
Buiidoolahjjnsl previous to his departure for Bangoos, 
He had gained some advantage over the uative soldierS) 
' «t Arracan, two hundred of whom he had sent aa pri- 
soners to Ava ; this, together with the circumstancA 
ff his haying obtained two or three thousand English 
nuskets, gained him a. most favourable reception at 
I ^ourt, and every hoaoUfj in the power of the king (4 



^ TO THE BORMAN EMPIRE, 293 

bestow, was heaped upon liim. He daily presided at 
the Lhoot-dou, liad the entire management of affairs, 
and, in fact, was the real king of the eountrjr. With 
teor and trembling 1 presented to hira a written peti- 
tion for the liberation of Dr. Price and Mr. Judeon, 
He listened to the petition attentively, made some 
intpiries relative to our coming to Ava, and then said 
he would reflect on the subject; "Come again to- 
morrow." My hopes were now more aanguine than 
e»er, but the morrow dashed theiu nil, when the proud 
BundoolaU uttered, " I shall soon return from Rangoon, 
when I will release the teachers, with all the other 
prisoners." The war was now prosecuted with all the 
energy of which the Burmans are oapable ; their ex- 
pectations of complete victory were high, for their 
general was invincible, and the glory of their king 
would accompany their armies. The government 
talked loudly of taking Bengal, when they had driven 
tbe preaumptuotts creatures from their own territories, 
aad of destroying from the earth every white-faced 
stranger. So great was their hatred to the very ap- 
pearance of a foreigner, that I frequently trembled 
when walking the streets ; aad that I might not im- 
mediately be recognized as a stranger, and sometimes 
gain admittance into Mr. J.'s prison, I adopted the 
Bnrman dress altogether. Extortion and oppression 
had now become so ^liliar to us, that we daily ex- 
pected their appearance in some new garb or other. 
Sometimes, for ten days together, I was not allowed 
to see Mr. J., and even then could gain admittance 
only after dark, when I was obliged to return to our 
bouse, two miles, without an attendant. But the 
means we invented for communication, were such as 
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necessity alone could have euggested. At firit I wrote 
to him on a flat cake, baked for tbe purpose, and 
buried it in a bowl of rice ; and in return, he commu- 
nicated his situatiuii on a piece of tile, on which, when 
wet with water, the writing became invisible, but, 
when dried, perfectly legible. But after some months' 
esperience in the nrt of deception, we found the most 
convenient, as well as safest mode of writing, was to 
roll up a sheet of paper, and put it in the long nose of 
8, cofiTee-pot, in which I sent his tea. These circum- 
stances may appe&r trivial, hut they also .-^erve to show 
to what straits and shifts we were driven. It would have 
been a crime of the highest nature to be found making 
communications to a prisoner, however nearly related. 
Bundoolah departed from Avu, in nil the pomp 
and splendor imaginable, commanding an army of 
between forty and fifty thousand men, and was- to 
join the Prince Thar-yar-wn-dee, who had marched 
some months before, at the head of an equal number. 
The two or three first reports of the invineilile general 
were of the most flattering nature, and were joyfully 
received by tbe firing of cannon. Now " Rangoon 
was surrounded by the Burman troops," then, " the 
fort on the pagoda was taken," and "guns and ammu- ■ 
nition sufficient for the Burman array, should the war 
continue ever so long : " and next " his Mnjesty might 
expect to hear, that not a white face remained in 
Rangoon." But no such report ever came, the can- 
nons ceased to fire on the arrival of a boat, and 
soon it was whispered about that the Burmans 
were defeated, thousands of them killed, among 
whom were many officers; and that Buodoolah and 
thei few that remained had Jied to Danoaboo ! O, 
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witb what unxiety did ice listen for the report that 
"the English are advancing;" for in the arrival of the 
foreign troops consisted our only hope of deliverance 
from the hands of these savages. The war now laggtd 
on heavily on the part of the Burmans ; and though 
the King and Government continued to supply Bun- 
doolah with what he required, yet their conlidence in 
bim was shaken, and their hopes far from ganguine. 
The news at length eame tbiit the English army wna 
advancing, and that it was within twenty miles of 
Danooboo. The town was all confusion, and the 
Queen began to send away to a more secure place, her 
immense treasure of gold, silver, &c. It was now the 
first of March, the commencement of the hot season, 
which in Ava is peculiarly severe. The white pri- 
soners were all put inside of the common prison, in 
five pair of irons each, where they were so crowded 
with Burman thieves and robbers, that they had .not 
fiufiicieat roam to lie down. There were at the time 
near a hundred prisoners all in one room, without a 
window or hole for the admittance of air, and the 
door kept closed. I again applied to the Governor of 
the city to allow the Missionaries to be removed to 
their former place, or at leaet to let them remain 
outside of the door, during the day. I offered him 
money, and promised to reward him handsomely when 
in my power, but all in vain. The old man shed tears 
at my distress, said it was not in his power to comply 
with my request, for his orders were from a high 
quarter; that be had even been commanded to execute 
all the white prisoners in private, and to keep them in 
close cnn5nement was as little na he could do. He 
ordered, however, that they should be allowed to go 
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outside of the door to eat their rice, and when iaside, 
be placed as near the door as possible. I waa af- 
terwards informed from good authority, that the 

een's brother, Men-thu-gyee, hail ordered the gq- 
I .Vj^rnor to destroy the kalars ; but that the governor, 
•faring they might be required by the King, dared not 
r ribey the eomtnand. The situation of the 



3 DDw wrelched in the extreme. The heat 

w liar'mg the day was dreadful indeed, the conGned air 

L'lWprived them of an incliuation for food, and their 

I 'i^bole apjiearance exhibited more the appearance of 

I "ti^e dead than the living. I daily visited the governor, 

I Md continued to entreut hiui to pity the foreigners. 

I AOnietjmes he appeared to feel fur us, and seemed half 

) inclined to listen to my request. But the fear of Men- 

I (lia-gyee doubtless prevented. It was now reported 

^at the foreign troops bad reached Danooboo, and 

1 whimpered about that Bundoolah was dead ! No one at 

I first ventured to aay it openly, but the report was soon 

conveyed officially to his Majesty, who was mute with 

dUappointment, while the Queen smote her breast, and 

I B]tclaimeil, " Ama, ama ! " What was to be done now! 

[-Where could another general be found > and from what 

L quarter could troops be raised ! The Prince and Wooo- 

k gyees at the Burman camp had intimated the necessity 

■ of making peace ) but this was too humiliating to he 

I l^ught of for a moment.: " What," said one of the 

• -Woon-gyees at court, " shall we allow it to be re- 

l corded in a future history of tbc country, that our i. 

f ^Drious King made peace with strangers, and gave . 

them part of his territory ! No, we will all die fio^bl' 

The Pagan Woon-gyee, who had been in disgrace for. ■ 

some timcj and had even been in prison in three pair of ,_ 
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fetters, now thonglit it a good opportunity to retrieve 
his diar»eter and regain his influence. He petitioned 
his Majesty to allow him to go at the head of a new 
army, and positively assured the King, that he could 
conquer the English, and drive them from Burniah. 
He was immediately raised to the highest rank, and 
all power cominilted to him. His first object was to 
manifest his in^'eterate hatred to every foreigner; and 
those who had for eleven months escaped confinement 
noV fell into his merciless hands, and were thrown 
into prison. Among the number was Mr. Lansago, a 
Spanish gentleman, who had for twenty years been 
high in the King's favour, and had done all in his 
power to alleviate the sufferings of the foreign pri- 
soners ; but he was now among them. Mr. Judson 
bad now been in close confinement, and in five pair of 
fetters for a. month, and with anguish indescribable I 
saw him sinking under the weight of suffering. He 
waa taken with a high fever. My distress and en- 
treaties now prevailed with the governor of the city, 
to give a written order, to remove Mr. J. from the 
common prison into a little bamboo room, six feet 
long and four wide. 1 also obtained an order for 
liberty to give him medicine and visit him whenever I 
wished. I had removed into the governor's compound, 
anil was living in a bamboo house, were the thermo- 
mMer daily rose to lOfa' j but thought myself happily 
situated to be near the prison, anil allowed to visit Mr. 
J., who began now to hope be should recover from the 
fevtFi'as his situation was so much better than before. 
Blit new and dreadful trials were yet before us. I 
had gone in one morning to give Mr. J. bis breakfast, 
and intended spending a few hours as usual, when the 
5 
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''(toTemor in great hnslc sent for ine. I was agreeably 

"idiaappointed, on appearing before him, to find he htul 

Tiiothkig in parttcuUr to communicate, and that he was 

■ Uncommonly kind and obliging. He had detained me 

1^ s long time, when a servant came in hastily and whis- 

'"(pered, timt the foreign prisoners had all been tak^n 

Vlout, and he knew not where they were carried. With- 

( lout speaking to the governor, I nm down the stairs 

''into the street, hoping to catch a sight of them, but 

•i'jtfiey were beyond the reach of my eye, I enquired of 

VIbII I met, which way the white prisoners were gone, 

V;but no one knew. I returned again to the goremor, 

•'twho declared he was perfectly ignorabt of their fate, 

> jand that he did not know of cheir being takenout of 

, ■'^prison till a few ntoments before. Tliis was all talee, 

•\aB he had evidently been detaining' me to prevent my 

/ [Witnessing the scene that was to follow. He also 

laid, with a meaning countenance, ". You can do no 

^more for your husband, — take care of yourself." This 

was a day never to be forgotten. I retired to my little 

lybamboo house, and endeavoured to obtain cooifort 

^tom the only true source ; but my mind was in such 

'« distracted slate, that 1 could not steadily reSect on 

•any thing. This one thought occupied mymiiitl to 

,tlie exctusioD of every other. Chat I bad seen Mr. Jud- 

MiTi. for the last time, and that he was probably now in 

« state of extreme suffering. In the evening I heard 

',the prisoners were sent to Umerapoorab, but what was 

-to be tbeir fate was not yet known. The next day I 

obtained a pass from Government to follow Mr. Jud- 

^n with my little Maria, who was then only three 

months old, and, with one Bengalee servant, get out 

■on my jauroey. We reached the govenrment bouse 
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U Umerapoorah, and were informed, the prieoiiers had 
been sent off two houra before, to Oung-pen-lay, (a 
place similar to Botany Bay,) wbilherl immediately 
followed. I found Mr. J. in a most wretched state. 
He had been dragged out uf his little room the day 
before, bis shoes, hat, und clotiies, excepting shirt and 
pantaloons, been taken from him, and in his feeble 
Kate of health, and in the hottest part of the day, 
been literally driven ten miles with a rope tied round 
his waist. His feet were torn iu sucb a manner, (hat 
for six weeks he was unable to stand. He wae nearly 
exhausted with pain and fatigue, when a serviiut of 
Mr. G.s, who bad followed his master, took from his 
head bis turban, and gave part of ii to Mr, J., who 
hastily wrapped it about his feet, which enabled him 
to proceed without sinking. He and Dr. Price were 
now chained together, and, with the other prisoners, 
put inside of a small wood prison almost gone to decay. 
We afterwards were informed thai the Pagan Wooo 
had sent the foreigners to this place with a design to 
sacrifice them, in order to ensure success in bis con- 
templated expedition. But the King, suspectuig him 
-of treasonable intentions, caused him to be executed 
before he had time to accomplish his designs. I ob- 
tained a little room from one of the jailors, where 1 
passed six months of coustaut and severe saSerin^, 
wiiboiit any mitigation. Mr. J. was much more com- 
fortably situated than when in the city prison, as he 
bad only one pair of fetters, and, when recovered from 
his fever and wounds, was allowed to walk in ttie 
privon enclosure. 3ut I was deprived of every single 
-cuuvenience, and my health, which had enabled me to 
bear severe trials hitherto, now began to fail me. I 
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was taken with one of the country tiisorders, and fur 
two months unable to g:o to Mr. J.'s prison. Our 
little Mtirifi, whn had just recovered from the small- 
pox, was near sta/viag to death, as 1 could neither ob- 
tain a. nurse nor n drop of milk in the village. But OUT 
merciful Father preserved us all through these dread- 
ful scenes, and at the expiration of six months an or- 
der arrived for the release of Mr. J., and 1 was allowed 
to return to our house in town. The King waa ntnoli 
in want of an interpreter, ami from selfish motives hatl 
given orders for the release of Mr. Juileon, who was 
immediately conducted to ihe Burmese camp, then at 
Ma-lown, where he remained six weeks, translating 
foi* hi» Majesty. lie was then sent back to Ava, and- 
as a rew.ird for his services, ordered back to the Oung- 
pen^la prison, But before the order could he executed, 
1 sent Moung log (being myself unable to move, baVr 
ing been ill with the typhus fever in Mr. J.'s abBcocei 
in which 1 lost my reason, and was senseless several 
days) to Koung-tong, who was now high in office, 
and had for a long time manifested a disposition to 
help us, and begged he would intercede for Mr. J^ 
ond prevent his being sent again to prison. Koang^■ 
tong complied with my request, offered to become 
security ftwMr. J., and took him to his house, where 
he was kept a prisoner at large nearly two motiths 
longer. The British troops were now so rapidly ad' 
vancing,'that the King and Government felt the neces- 
sity of taking some measures to prevent their arcind 
nt the capital. They had before several limes refused 
to listen to the term* which Sir Archibald Campbell 
htdoSiered, but they now saw there iraB no other hope 
for the preservation of Iheir golden city. Mr. 1. Wus 
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daily called to the palnce. his opinion requested in all 
tfceir proceedings, nnd the Government linEtlly eu- 
tt«ated him to go as their AmbosMdoi' to the Englisli 
camp. This he entirely d«cline(), but advised their 
betiding Dr. Price, who bad no objection lo going. 
Dr. P. being unsuccessfiil in his niission, on hia return 
Mp, J. was taken by force and sent with him again. 
Sir Archibald had, before this, demanded us, together 
#itb the other foreign prisonerB, but the King had 
Ajftised, saying, " They are my people,— let them 
(■eibain." We did not then venture to express a wish 
to fcftvo the country, fearing we should be iinmei! lately 
atrrt to prison. Mr. J. communicated our real situa- 
tj0a to the General, who, with bII the feelings of a 
British oiiicer, now demanded us in a way that bis 
Majesty dared not refuse { and on the 21 st of February, 
after an iniprisonment of nenrly two years, we took 
our leave of the golden city and nil LtsmagiiiBcence, 
juid turned our faces towards the British camp, then 
within forty miles of Ava, No one can conceive out 
joy when we had s^ifely passed the Burman camp, for 
then we felt indeed that we were once more free, and 
out of the power of those " whose tender mercies 
are cruel," The British General received us with all 
that kindness and hospitality for which your country- 
men are so far &med, provided us with every comfort 
during a fortnight's residence at the camp, and kindly 
sent US on to Rangoon in this gun-boat. We deeply 
fisel the kindness of Sir Archibald Campbell, for, 
under the direction of Protidence, lie has been the 
means of delivering us from the iron grasp of the 
Burmans. May God reward him an hundred fold, 
and prepare him fur the future enjoyment of Heaven ! 
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IUngoon» 224 Marcb» 18!^. 
Wm have, my dear Sir, safely arrived in Rangoon, 
and once mort find ourselyea in the old mistion-liouae. 
What dhall we redder to the Lord for a]l his mercies } 
Ymk will see from thepublic prints the treaty of peace. 
We intebd going to one of those places retained by 
the English CK»vemment, and endeavour once more to 
eollect a Httle church arbsmd us. Mah-men-lay and 
Iwr sister we found at Prbme. They are as pious as 
ever, and wUl follow wherever we go. Bmrmah will 
yet be given to Jesus for hip inbieritance ! We are not 
dtseooraged^ but think our prospects brighter than 
ever. We shall have as many schoc^ as we can sup-* 
port at Mergni or IVtvoy, to which i^aces thd Bofmeae 
population are flocking in crowds. We had net re* 
ceived a wordof inteUigence until- our arrival at the 
Briti^ camp. We heaf / how^veri there «ie nwny 
letters ^r us in BengiA. ' Fray for u«, that we may 
be %e means of turning many to rigbteousness.^— 
4i&. J. unites ill most respeotM regards. : 

Respectfully ftnd affectionately yoiirs; 

"■ ■ ' « 

AkN H. JffDSQN. 
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„., " ArT&s much tedious deteDtion, resultiag from our 
qonneclion witb government, brother Price and myself 
set out from Rangoon, ou the 28th of August, in a 
boat furnisheil at theyublic expenee ; ami on the 27th 
of September reached Ava, the preaenl capital. We 
were immediately introduced to the king, wlio received 
broiber Price very graciously, and mode many en* 
quiri«a about his medical skilli but took no notice of 
me, except as interpceter. The at-wen-woon Moung 
Zah, however, immediately recognized me, made a few 
enquiries about my welfare, iu presence of the king, 
and after his majesty h»d withdrawn, conversed a 
little on religious subjects, and gave me some private 
eucourogement to remain at the capital. 
, " Oct. 1.— To-day the king noticed me for the first 
time, though I have appeared before him nearly every 
day since our arrival. After making some enquiries, 
as usual, about brother Price, he added, ' And yoB in 
black, wliat are you? a medical man, too T • Not a 
medical man, but n teacher of religion, your m^eety.' 
He proceeded to make a few enquiries about my re- 
ligion, :ind then put the alarming question, whether 
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any hail embraced it. I evaded by saying, ' Not here.' 
He persisted, ' Are there any in Rangoon?' ' Tliere 
are K few,' ' Are they foreigners ? ' I trembled for the 
consequences of an answier, which might involve tlw 
iittle church in ruin ; but tlie tmtb must be sacrificed, 
or the consequences hazarded, and I therefore replied, 
' There are some foreigners and some Burmans.' He 
remained silent a few moments, but presently shened 
that he was not displeased, by asking a e;reat variety of 
questions on religion, and geography, and astronomy, 
some of which were answered in such a satisfactorj> 
manner, as to occasion a general expression of appro- 
bation in all the court present. After his majesty 
retired a than-dan-tsen (n royal secretary) entered into 
conversation, and allowed me to expatiate on several 
topics of the Christian religion, in my usual way. And 
all this look place in the Bearing of the very man, 
now an at-wen-woon, who, many years ago, caused his 
uncle to he tortured almost to death under the iron 
mall, for renooncing Boodhism, and embracing the 
Roman Catholic religion ! Thanks be to God, for the 
encouragement of this day. The monarch of the 
empire has distinctly understood that some of his sub- 
jects have embraced the Christian religion, and his 
wrath has been restrained. Let us then hope, that as 
he becomes more acquainted with the excellence of 
the religion, he will be more and more willing that his 
subjects should embrace it. 

" Oct. 3. — Left the boat, and moved into the hoase 
ordered to he erected for us by the king. A mere 
temporary shed, however, it proves to be, scarcely 
sufficient to acreen us from the gaze of people without, 
or from the raia above. It is situated near tbe present 
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palace, and joins the ineloSure of Prince M , 

eldest half-brother of the king. 

" Oct. 4.— On our return from the palace, whither 

we go every morning after breakfast, Prince M 

sent for me. 1 had seen him once before, in company 
with brother Price, whom he called for medical advice. 
To-day be wished to converse on science and religion, 
He ifi a (inQ young man of twenty-eight, but greatly 
disfigured by a paralytic affection of the arms and legs. 
Being cut off from the usual sources of amutiement, 
and having associated a little with the Portuguese 
padres who iiave lived at Ava, he has acquired a strong 
taste for foreign science, My communications in- 
terested him very much, and I found it difficult to get 
away, until brother Price seni expressly for me to go 
agajn to the palace- 

" Oct. 16. — Had a very interesting conversation, in 
tbe palace, with ttvo of the at-wen-woons and several 
officers, on the being of God, and other topics of the 
Christian religion. Some of them manifested a spirit 
of candour and free inquiry, which greatly en- 
couraged me, 

" Oct. SI. — Visited the at-wen- woon Monng Zab and 
bada long conversatioD on the religion and customB 
of foreigners, in which 1 endeavoured to communicate 
as much as possible of the Gospel. Upon the whole, 
he appeared to be i-ather favourably disposed 3 and on 
my taking leave, invited me respectfully to visit him 
occasionally. Thence I proceeded to the palace ; 

and thence to the house of Prince M , with 

whom 1 had an hour's uninterrupted conversation. 
But I am aoiry to find that he is rather amused with 
the information I give him, than disposed to consider 
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}t a matter. of persdoal oOQcerD. .1 pre^otedhim jwith 
a tracts which he received 9^ a &ivour; and finally I 
Tentured to aak hm, whether Bnreaan* sufajectej^ who 
fliiould consider and: embrai^ the Christiaa .leligioii, 
would be liable to persecution > He irepUed^f iKot 
under the reign of myt brother. H»< has a ^od liear^ 
aiid wishes.all to believe and worship as they please^' 
'/; '' Qc^SS.— "Had some pleasant -con vernation • with 
j&loung Zah,. in the pajacc^ partly in the beactng of 
(be king. At length his n>i^e9ty came iorward, and 
boiumrad ma witbjsome pers$)^naliiotice lorthe second 
timcj inquired much about my country, and authorised 
Ute tO;iayite JUnerican:8hipa to bis.dQminions» assuring 
thfim of {srotectlony. and offering every facility for Ahe 
purposes, of trade. 

" Oct 26. — While I lay ill with the fever and agtte> 
some days ago, a young man, brother of an officer of 
Prince Mr — r^ — ^, visited me^ and listened, to a eonr 
siderable exposition of gospel truih.* . 3in^ then, Jie 
Jhaa occasionally vcalled« tand manifested, a de^rQ to 
hear and know move, . This evening hfe oaqie to^atitend 
our evening worship, and remain^ CQaversing till 
nine o'clock. I bope that ligbtis ^dawning, on hip nund. 
Ha desires to know the^ truth, appear, to be, in aome 
degree, sensible of. his^^ai^s^ and .baa «ojpie slight 
apprehension of thelavaand«gFacajofibeiLoril:Jeau8 
Purist. . ... 

'' aGl..2a— Spent the £a»renoon.with'FrinoeMr-*^^. 
He obtained, for the first time, some view of the 
nature of the atonemeat, and c^ied out ^ Good, good.* 
He then proposed a number of objections, wbkb I 
removed .to. hia. apparent -satLifactioci, Our. subsequent 
coayersation t\iri^4» aa.usuaJi, on poin^ of geogyttphy 
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*nd astronotay. He candiilly sckaowl edged that he 
could not reaiat my arguments in favour of the 
Copemican system ; and that, if he admitted then), he 
must also admit that the Boodhist system' was uver* 
thrown, 

" Oct. 29. — Made an introductory visit to the great 
prince, so called, by way of eminence, being the only 
brother of the queen, and sustaining the rank of chief 
at-wen-woon. Have frequently met him at the palace, 
where he has treated me nither uucourtcoualy ; and 
my reception to-day was such as 1 had too much reason 

" Oct. 30. — Spent part of the forenoon with Prince 

M- and his wife, the Princess of S , own 

sister of the liing. Gave her a copy of Mrs. Judsou's 
Burman Catechism, with whieh she was much pleased. 
They both appear to be somewhat attached to me, and 
say. Do not return to Rangoon, but, when your wife 
arrives, call her to Ava — the king will give you a piece 
of ground, on which to bnild a. kyoung, a house ap- 
pro]triated to the residence of sacred characters. 

" Oct. SI.— Visited the at-wen-woon Moong K , 

whom I have frequently met at the palace, who has 
treated me with disttoguished candour. He received 
me very polhely, and, laying aside bis official dignity, 
entered into a most spirited dispute on various points 
of religion. He pretended to maintain his ground 
without the shadow of doubt ; but I am inclined to 
think that he has serious doubts. We parted in a very 
jriendly manner, and he invited me to visit him 
occasionally. 

" Nov. I, — Visited the T^et-kyab-woon-gyee, at his 
iparticular request, with brother Price. He made the 
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usual inquiries, nieiliciil and theological, and treated 
us (vitii marked politeness. 

" The woon-gyeeB, of which there are four, tank 
next to the members of the royal family, being puUic 
ministeri of ttate, anil forming the high court of the 
empire. The at-wen-woona, of which there are eix or 
seven, may be termed private minislei-s of stale, forming 
the privy council of the king. Next in rank to the 
woon-gyces are the woon-douks, assistants or deputies 
iif the woon-gyees. The subordinate oflieers, both of 
the palace and of the high court, are numerous. 

" Understood that, according to the public registern, 
40,000 houses have rcniot'ed from Ab-mah-rah-pore 
to AvB, the new capital, and that 30,000 remain. The 
Bunnans reckon ten persons, great and small, to a 
house, which gives 700,000 for the whole population 
of the metroiioljs of Burmah. 

" Nov. IS. — Spent the whole forenoon with Prince 

M and his wife. Made a fuller disclosure than 

ever before, of the nature of the Christian religion ; the 
object of Christians in sending nie to this country; my 
former r^ulse at court, and the reason of it; our 
es|K)8Ure to persecution in Rangoon ; the afiiiir of 
Moung Shwa-gnong; &c. &c. They entered into my 
views and feelings with considerable interest ; but both 
said decidedly, that though the king would not him- 
self persecute any one on account of religion, he 
would not give any order exempting from per- 
secution, but would leave his subjects, throughout 
the empire, to the regular administration of the local 
authorities. 

" After giving the prince a succinct account of my 
religious experience, I Tuntured to warn him of tiia 
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(laoger, anil urge him to make the Christian religion hia 
immeJiate personal concern. He appeared, for a 
moment, to feel the force of wliat I aaici, but aooii 
replied, ' I am yet young, only twenty- eight. 1 am 
deeirous of studying all the foreign arts and sciences. 
My mind will then be enlarged, nnd I shall be capable 
of judging whether the Christian relig'ian be true or 
not.' ' Jiut suppose your highness changes worlds in 
the mean lime 1 ' His countenance again fell. ' It is 
true,' said he, ' I know not when 1 shall die.' I sug' 
geated that it would be well to pray to God for light, 
which, if obtaineil, would enable him at once to dis- 
tinguish between truth and falsehood ; and so wc 
parted. O, Fountain of light ! shed down one ray 
into the mind of this amiable prince, that he may be- 
come a patron of thine infixnt cause, and inherit an 
eternal crown ! 

" Nov. 14. — Another interview with Prince M . 

He seemed at one time almost ready to give up the 
religion of Gaudama, and listened, with much eager- 
ness and pleasure, to the evidences of the Christian 
religion. Bui presently two Hurman teachers came 
in, with whom he immediately joined, and contrailkted 
all I said. 

" Nov. IS.^Visited the Princess of T- , at her 

particular request. She is the eldest own sister of the 
king, and therefore, according to Burman laws, con- 
signed to perpetual celibucy. She had beard of me 

from her brother-in-law. Prince M , and wished 

to converse on science and religion. Her chief officer 
and the mayor of the city were present ; and wc car- 
ried on a desultory conversation, such as necessarily 
takes place on the tirst interview. Her highness 
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tueatsd me with uncommoti afifobility and respect, and 
invited me to call frequently. 

«' Nov. S9^ — Had an interesting inD^rview with 
Mnce M ■ ■ ', and preaented him witir a copy of 
the three last chapteni of Afotthew; In compliance with 
his wish to have an aceonnt of the dekth and resur-' 
rection* of Jesus Christ. 

" In prosecating the .business of endeavonring to 
procure a situation on which I might build a house^ I 
had one noticeable interview with the king. Brother 
Price and two English gentlemen were present. The 
king appeared to be attracted by our numbery and 
dame' towards us ; but his conversation was dii^cted 
chiefly to me. He again enquired about the Burmans 
who had embraced my religion. * Are they real Bur- 
mans } Do they dress like Burmans ? * &c. I had 
occasion to remark, that I preached every Sunday, 
' What ! in Burmaii > * Yes. ' Let us hear how you 
preach.* I hesitated. Anat-wen-woon repeated the 
order. I began with a form of worship which first 
ascribes glory to God, and then declares the commands 
of the law of the gospel; after which' I stopt. ' Go 
on,* said another at-wen-woon. The whole court was' 
profoundly silent. I proceeded with a few sentences,- 
declarative of the perfections of God, when his ma- 
jesty's curiosity was satisfied, and he interfnpted me. 
In the course of subsequent conversation, he asked 
what • I had to say of Guodama? I replied that we all 
knew he was the son of King Thog'dau-dah-nah ; that 
we regarded him as a wise man and a great teacher, 
but did not call him God. ^ That is right,* said 
Moung K. N. (an at-wen-woon who has not hitherto 
appeared very friendly to me,) as he proceeded to relate 
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file subfltaooe of a long eominuMcatioii iwiiioh I It^^f 
made to him in the privy-council room about God and 
Christy &c« And this ho did in a very clear and Batis- 
factory miuiner. Moung Zitih, encouraged by all 
this> really began to take the ^de of <7od> before his 
majesty, and said, ' Nearly all the world, your majesty^ 
believe in an eternal God ; all, except Burmah and 
Siam, these little spots I * His mi^ty remained silent 5 
and after some desultory inquiries he abruptly rose 
and retired. 

'* Jan, 2.-~To«day I informed the king that it was' 
my intention to return to Rangoon, f Will you pro- 
ceed thence to your own country ? * * Only to Ran-' 
goon.* His majesty gave an acquiescing nod. The 
at-wen-woon Moung Zah, inquired^ ' Will you both 
go> or will the doctor remain ? * I said that he would 
remain. Brother Price made some remark on the 
approaching hot season, and the inconvenience of our 
present situation : on which Moung Zah, inferring 
that it was on account of the climate that I was about 
leaving, turned to me saying, ' Then you will return- 
here after the hot season ? * I looked at the king, and 
said, that if it was convenient, I would return -, which' 
his majesty again sanctioned by an acquiescing nod and 
smile 5 and in reply to Brother Price said, ' Let a 
place be given him.* 

^* In the evening had a long conversation with 
Moung Zah on religion. He believes that there 
is an eternal God, and that Gaudama, and Christ, and 
Mohaipmed, and others are great teachers, who com- 
municated -as much truth respectively as they could j 
but that their communications are not the word of 
God. I pressed my arguments as far as I dared ; but 
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he seemed to have reflected much oa the subject, and 
to hiLve become quite settliid anil inflexible ia hU con- 
clusions. On parting, howtver, he remnrked, ' Thia 
is a deep and dilHcult subject. Do you, teucher, coa- 
aider farther, and I also will cousider.' " 

Mr. JuJson, after having made several unsuccessful 
attempts to procure a nciie fur a d well! og house, and 
esjieclully one on the banks of the river, which hod 
been appropriated liy the chief woon-gyee, thus writes:. 
" This evening I sought another interview with the 
chief woou'gyee, and was so fortunate as to find biin 
at his house, lying down surrounded by forty or fifty 
of his people. 1 pressed forward into the foremosti 
rank, and placed myself in a pro]ier attitude. After a, 
while his eye fell upou me, and 1 held up a small bottle. 
of eau de luce, and desired to present it. One of bis 
officers carried it to him. He happened to be much. 
pleased with it, and sat upright — ' What kind of a. 
house do you intend to build ?' I told him, but added, 
' I have no place to build on, my lord,' He remained 
in a meditating attitude a few moments, and Chen 
suddeidy replied, ' If you want the little huloiure, take 
it!' I expressed my gratitude, He began to take 
more notice of me — enquired about my character and - 
profession, and then entered, with considerable spirit, 
on the subject of religion. After some conversation, 
he desired a specimen of my mode of worship and 
preaching, and I was obliged to repeat much more, , 
than 1 did before the king ; for whenever I deaisted, , 
he ordered me to go on. When liis curiosity was 
satisfied, he lay down, and I quietly retired, 

" Jon. 35. — Embarked in a small boat, intending 
to go day and night, and touch no where, in order to 
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avoid the robbera, of which we have lately had alarni- 
iag accounts. 

" Feb. "2. Lord'* day. — At one o'clock in the morn- 
ing reached Rangoon, seven days from Ava. 

" The Nan-dau-gong disciples soon came over from 
Dah-lab, on the opposite side of the river, whither 
they and the Pah-tsooan-doong disciples and inquirers 
have taken reftige, to escape the heavy taxations nnil 
the illegal harasaments of every kind, allowed under 
the new viceroy of Rangoon. Others of the disciples 
have fled elsewhere, so that there is not a single one 
remaining in Rangoon, except three or four with us. 
The Nan-dau-gong disciples' houKe has been demo- 
lished, and their places taken by government, at the 
instigation of their neighbours, who hate them on 
account of religion. Moh Myat-lay died before the re- 
moval. Her sister gave me the particulars of her 
death. Some of her last expressions were — ' I put my 
trust in Jesus Christ— I love to pray to him — nm nol 
afraid of death — shall soon be with Christ in heaven." 

*' A letter from Mrs. Judson, in England, informs 
me that she is going to America, and will noL be here 
under several months. I propose, therefore, waiting 
her return, and occupying the interval in finishing tbe 
translation of the New Testament." 

There are some additional circumstances not ad- 
verted to in this journal, but connected with the 
history of the Burmaa Mission. One of these is, that 
in addition to Dr. Price's acquaintance with medical 
Bcience, he carried with him to Ava a galvanic battery, 
the discharge of which, it may be well supposed, 
astonished the emperor and all his court, arid, for the 
time, at least, appeared to secure from them a degree 
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of respect for those who shewed thnt they possessed 
W) much more knowledge thun themselves. Dr. Price 
writes to a friend in America; Am, Oct 1, 1922. 

" My dear Brother, — It has pleaseil the Great Ruler 
of tbe skies to bring vs into the immefliate presence 
ot the king of Burmab. Just one year from my reach- 
ing Bengal, I wns introduced into the palace of the 
grent emperor, and informed that I must make bis 
tajtitid my place of residence. This is nn evenc (or 
which we have longed and prayed, ns calculated to 
give stability to the mission in a lund like this, where 
all are respected aceordihg to the notice bestowed on 
them by the king. Whether oor anxiinis aiiticlpaliens 
will be realized, fs known only to Him on whose 
business we came, and v/bo, we trust, has sent us 
hither for good. Our reception was gratifying. We 
were obliged to submit to no ceremony. As soon ns 
the king was Informed of Our arrival, a royal ord«r 
was issued for our immediate introduction. As we 
entered, wiHi the impatience of a despotic prince, he 
called to know which was the doctor. W* w«re 
taken into an open court, and seated on ft bamboo 
floor, about ton feet from the chair of the monar*^. 
'ITiey are from the western continent,' was the firgt 
remark ; after which, one great man delivered Wa 
account to UP. He then interrogated me ns to my 
skill in curing eyea.cutting out wens, setting broken 
arms and legs, hesides other things to whicTi my skill 
ilid not eMond. Our mediciites were then called for, 
' find all my stock inspected. The surgical eftse6-W«e 
much admired. After looking at mine, the kins' «nl 
for his own ; obe case of which being untiko miMi 'be 
imm^aleTy g&ve it Into my ha^ds to -use. iTbW I 
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coasidered as equivalent to Axiog me here for life. 
ARer my galvanic pile had amused the king and bis 
cuuriiera for an hour, we were dismissed with an order 
h) look out a place we liked, and be would build a 
houae for ua. An order was also given to look up all 
Ihe diseased jieople, and have my decision upon tliem. 
" The king is a man of suiall alalure, very straight ) 
steps with a natural air of superiority, but has nut the 
least appearance of it in conversation. On the con- 
tiary, he is always pleasant and ^ood humoured, so 
&r as I have yet seen him. He wears a red finely 
fttriped silk cluth from his waist to bis knees, and a 
blue and white handkerchief on his head. He has 
apparently the good of his people, as well as ihe glory 
of his kingdom at heart ; and is encouraging foreign 
merchants, and especially artisans, to settle in his 
capital. A watchmaker at this moment could obtain 
any favour he should please to ask. The same might 
be vDucheil for a chair^maker, or cabinet-maker, &c. 
as the king has wisdom enough to prefer foreign 
maniifoctureis, when he sees their superiority to his 
own. On the subject of religion, he appears, like nil 
his people, devoted to his idols. But he has never yet 
persecuted for religion's sake ! O that he might yet be 
brought to know and love the supreme God ! Seoen- 
ieen milUom of people, mad on their idols, demand (he 
actwe synipalliy of a Christian people." 
~ la another communication, the following passage 
;Oecurs : — " About the middle of April last. Dr. P. 
performed the operation for a cataract on both the 
-.i^es of a Burmnn woman, who had been blind two or 
. three years. Soon after the experiment she could, by 
1 tfat pd c^ Bpectoctes, sec to read distincUj^. The hot 
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excited Bo ^reat a curiosUy, that the house iii which 
the doctor resided, Was thronged by visitora with dis- 
eased eyea. So great was the concourse, that they 
were obliged to bar tlie doore of their house, that they 
might Etudy, or eat, without interruption. With the 
advice of Mr. Judaun, Dr. Price has hired two or three 
native converts to osBist hiai in the performance for 
good cataracts, and all easy surgical operations. By 
the assistance of these men, whom he considers faith- 
ful, he ot;cupies two or three hours in a day in attending 
to the cases |)resented. The governor's wife has 
sent for the doctor twice j and he is strongly inclined 
to the hope that God will grant Mr. Judaon and him- 
self the favour of the rulers of this land." 

These hopes were of course disappointed, in con- 
sequence of the war that subsequently broke out; and 
the extreme sufferings of the missionaries are detailed 
in Mrs. JudsoQF XVUlh Letter. 

The last information received respecting Mr, Judson, 
ja, that he viae present at the laying of the fouudation of 
a new town, to be named Amherat-town, in Martabao, 
one of the provinces ceded to the British, and that h^ 
had been engaged in offering up a public prayer on 
that occasion. He had determined to accompany Mr. 
Crawford, the envoy, to the court of Ava, as inter> 
preter and translator. It is added, that Mrs. Judaon 
and he are likely, eventually, to take up their residence 
In that place, whither many of the Burmans are resort- 
ing, there to prosecute, uuder the protection of the 
llritish government, their works of Christian beue-^ 
vole nee. 
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